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Kirtlington Property Maintenance
Local and reliable home and gorden
Frfrczemenly, mainiamance gnd i
Painting and decorating internal and external
Houschold repairs
Warious _il'lh!li iraade anid oasl
Ciarden maintenance
Pressure washing
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decking, turfing, patios, driveways,
shed 'base installation etc.

Compentive rates, fully insured
and references available on request

Mo job i too small — please call Noel Price
on 07864 lELE-lI’l or D1BED 351619
or email noelprice@hbtinternet.com

woww. kirdingtonpropertymaintenance.com

For domestic and commercial cleanin
please call Jayne Price on 07795 035202
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[COMPUTERPRO]

Computer Repair

hello@computer-pro.co.uk wwa.camputer-pro.co.uk
Heyherd Park innoaaticn Candre, TT Hegiord Park, (KKZ% SHD

IT Support &

Repairs & D Phone &
Upgrades Tablet

Wifl 1ssues & @ Online
Installatian Security

Data Backup Onsite
& Recovery Suppaort

Cloud Remate
Services Support
Mew & Refurb & Recycling
Machines & & service

01869 352002

The Grain Store Café

The Atrium Wellness Spa
Reformer Pilates

Bulb Hair Salon

Lisa Jayne Art Studio
BEAT Fitness Gym

Eqq Box Self Storage

Body Performance Therapy
Middle Aston Pet Supplies
Flora & Fauna - Florist
Polly Pincott —Portrait Artist

www.thehatchery.uk
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Enditorial

Over the last few weeks, the sun’s warmth has brought on the plants
and seedlings, keeping gardeners and allotmenteers on their toes.
To get some top tips for your entries to the summer show, the
judges have put together some handy hints to help you prepare for
the big day. Whether you're into growing fruit & veg, flowers, arts &
crafts, photography, cooking or poetry, do take a look.

The hugely entertaining Murder Mystery evening was such fun, and
hopefully the first of more to come. Read all about it and see if
anyone managed to identify the perpetrators, or are they still at
large?! It brought back fond memories of the former Steeple Aston
Players who put on regular shows for the village, which were always
well received.

Some great news to share is the appointment of a new Headteacher
at Dr Radcliffe’s CE Primary School. Lorraine Wood, who has been
working as Interim Headteacher for the last few months, will be
starting her new role from September and we wish her all the best.

Concerning news reports relate to possible contaminated
watercourses at Heyford, and local MP Calum Miller is seeking
answers to many questions on behalf of the local community.
Hopefully we will learn more before long.

Enjoy the start of summertime — let’s hope it's a good one, with no
more hosepipe bans!

. Carol
Committee:
Jenny Bell, Nigel Francis,
Jenny Taylor
Steeple Aston Life’
COPY ADVERTISING
All articles and letters to All adverts, and all advertising queries
the Editor (availability, prices, dimensions, suitability of

editorsalife @gmail.com

COPY DEADLINES
The copy deadline for the July 2026 issue is
Sunday 14th June
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illustrations, etc.) to Zazi Barrell

salife.advertising @gmail.com

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
The deadline for adverts for the July 2026 issue is
Sunday 14th June

ADVERTISING RATES
V4 page- £10
Y2 page- £18
Full page(village eventsonly) - £20.00



SAL Noticeboard *

Celebrating the life of Beth Walton

There will be an informal celebration for the life of Beth Walton at Steeple Aston Village Hall on Friday,
August 7th from 3.00pm to 5.30pm. Anyone in and around the village of Steeple Aston who knew Beth is
most welcome to join us - we would love to see you.

Tim and Clare Walton
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Thanks to SAL Layout Designer, Edward, &
Local Election Results welcome to Chris

Edward Dowler has been doing the layout on SAL for
12 years, and last month’s edition was his final one.
The SAL Committee would like to thank him for all
his hard work and especially for sticking with us even
after he moved to Woodstock. We are grateful for his
many contributions in other ways too and especially
for liaising with the printers. We wish him all the best
for a very happy retirement.

Congratulations to Eddie
Reeves, who retained his
seat on Cherwell District
Council after a close
contest in the Deddington
ward on Thursday 7" May.

We are very lucky that Chris Neville has kindly
volunteered to take over Edward’s role. This is his

. Number || first month, although he’s been practising for some
Candidate el of votes || time. He is using new up-to-date software, which we
hope will serve us well for a long time to come. We
BLISS, Aaron Green 333 welcome Chris to his new role and wish him the best
of luck. Chris will be sharing his layout duties with
COLLINGWOOD- | Reform UK 885 Martin Lipson, who has been doing the job in
TURNER, Ann partnership with Edward. He is happy to continue for
a while, but will also want to retire in due course. So,
HARTLEY, Dean Lib Dem 1,173 we’re still looking for someone to take on his role as
Layout Designer. The time commitment each month
MURPHY, Annette | Labour 300 is usually no more than 14 hours in total per issue,
which includes around 8-10 hours for initial layout,
REEVES, Eddie Conservative 1,294 plus a few hours for additions and corrections,
Elected || normally around the third week of the month. For

more information and a full job description please
email editorsalife@gmail.com
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'1% Golden Celebrations 'ﬁ',
| The bells will be ringing on the morning of 20" June to celebrate our Golden Wedding. We were {‘,

l married at Steeple Aston church on Saturday 19" June 1976 - the last day it rained for two months! |
;! remember the delight of hearing the (6) bells as | picked my posy of wild roses. It is doubtful | will pick |
wild roses this year — global warming has meant they come earlier each year. Our anniversary will not
. fall on the same day of the week as the day we married — the Millennium did not have 29" February. In
! the intervening years we have both been regular ringers here — and now there will be 8 bells! Please #
listen out for them and enjoy. I

(| Dorothy and Graham Clifton Congratulations to you both — Ed.

e at

Steeple Aston Community Speedwatch is being re-formed

For the nearly two years I've been a parish councillor (and in my previous life as a local neighbourhood
police inspector), the subject of excess speed along narrow village roads has been a hot topic. With our
20mph limit, a school and being adjacent to the much faster Banbury Road, the parish council has received
- numerous speeding complaints. The Speedwatch group will work to assess

- = = | the actual scale of the problem at key spots around the village. I'm pretty sure
the concept is familiar.

| have registered our village with the nationwide Community Speedwatch
scheme. Their website communityspeedwatch.org has all the information
you might need on how it all works and, if you’re interested, to guide you
through the process of becoming a village volunteer. I'm the lead co-ordinator
on behalf of the parish council, so a call or email to me is also a good place to
start. The village still has all the requisite kit from a few years ago and a
handful of people already keen to be involved. Ideally a handful more will

“! create a viable and active group. Volunteers should contact me in the first
instance and | will guide them through their registration as a volunteer and set them up for about 20-30
minutes of online training.

Greg Elphick

Email: Greg.elphick.sapc@gmail.com
Mobile: 07891 760176




Biology Arlevel and GCSE Science Tutoring & Horse & Groom, Caulcott
Unlogh Yor Potentiat haw ta master Blology and Science with xpert e, e
Gratance| g "
Sarting Bokogy A-level s year? Seregiling with GUSE Scentes o Buology?
Meed help to boost yoor gradies? Let me help you succesd i your studies

What | Otfer:

» One-to-one winning sessions talond o vour seeds
o (Clear explinations of complen hopict
» Prowes straleges for exam secoess
« Flensizle online or in-person sessipns
& Spprt with revsen nd exam preparabics

Why [hoase Me?

« Expesionced and qualibied sutor with 2 passion foe Biology
+ Approachable, mfcemal, frendly and sepportive tzaching shyle

v Resati-driven aggenach, focused on wadenzinding aad applicatee Jerome ET'hd StciCEﬂ' Prigent
o MUK gam bowrds coversd, mciuding B &

 Based in Lower Heylord, and a5 maiile 25 requined Cxcellent home cooked food with a French twist
« [Eeferences and sestimonihy mailable ?

+ Enhanced DES cerfeiten in a traditional country puE setting,

-ning howars:
Weds-Sat II-‘ij and S-I!I'Jm
Sun: 12~
www.horseandgroomeaulcott.co.uk

Contact Me Today to schedule your first session and start ssproving year
Soende aed Bokgy viil!

Mob-- 0740 § 063 340 garis. mighaelides | Somad com

NORTH ASTON FARMS & DAIRY

Organic, pasture-fed meat, ice cream & more - on your doorstep!

Order online Farmers’ Market | Join a milk round
Order ice cream and Find us at Deddington Twice-weekly deliveries
pasture-fed meat from the Farmers Market on the Monthly invoice
farm fourth Saturday of every Reusable glassware
month Delivery before 7.30am
Free delivery
within 15 miles Fresh dairy Milk, yoghurt & cream
{on orders over £100} or Pasture-fed meat plus extras including
collection from the farm [ce cream kefir, eggs, meat
& ice cream

Find out more at www.northastonfarms.co.uk




Steeple People
Wanda Stewart-Lee

Where do you live & how long have you lived there? | have lived in Upper
Heyford since 2012.

What do you like best about living there? The fact that | can walk down my
drive and see the beauty of Steeple Aston across the valley.

A potted history of yourself: School in Oxford; University studying HR; HR
job in Wales; back to Oxford - Senior HR role in NHS; HR Manager,
Blackwell Retail Ltd; Head of HR for precision engineering company,
Banbury for 27 years and Director of Engineering Trust for 20 years; chose
not to work anymore in January 25; no regrets.

How do others see you in five words? Workaholic, supportive, detailed
(good for proofreading SAL), creative, pessimist.

How would you describe yourself in five words? Listaholic! Emotionally astute, cautious and loving.

What was the best thing about your childhood? Kind, supportive parents who spent time with me despite their
own busy careers.

What is the best aspect of being an adult? Not having to live with my parents (or my partner who has his own
house).

What did you want to be when you grew up? | had a childhood dream of being a gymnast - wrecked by injury,
but surprisingly | can still do the splits! This led me to an amazing, fulfilling but stressful career in Human
Resources.

What is the best/worst job you have had? Enjoying work is down to the people. | have loved working with people
throughout my career. | haven’t loved all my bosses (except the last one!).

What'’s your quilty pleasure? Covert return shopping trips to buy things I've been told | don’t need!

Who is your favourite musician and track? Ooh difficult. | have several - Keane, Sting, Mike and the Mechanics,
Genesis, 10cc. From a young age I've loved ‘Without You’ by Harry Nilsson — don’t ask me why.

What food do you most enjoy eating? Probably fresh fish or Neill's pheasant in whisky cream sauce followed by
warmed pastel de nata — heaven.

Who would you most like to have dinner with? Romantically, Anthony Andrews (Brideshead/Danger UXB days),
Roger Federer (gorgeous and a gentleman), Alison Hammond (lively and so positive), Bob Mortimer (because
he’s bonkers) and, of course, Julian Clary (for the saucy side of life).

Who do you most admire and why? Our emergency services - fire, police, ambulance etc - totally
underestimated.

What is your favourite sport? Tennis, tennis, tennis - played for the school, but now fortunate to be a spectator at
major tournaments in person - I'm so lucky.

What was your favourite holiday destination & why? Countries like France and Italy; Cities - Marrakesh and
Budapest - a must and lots to see with lovely food and wine.

If you were marooned on a desert island, what would you miss the most? Wine and music.
What makes you feel grumpy/angry? People who don’t comply.

What makes you happiest in the world? Being with Neill and knowing he is there.

What is your favourite saying or piece of advice? Live for every day. Life is too short.
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Upcycling iz our passjon I("‘ B N
Sharing It is our joy P .__K_ ;__ZII..-"
Join us for werkshops where creativity -

meets community - and nething stoys ES Or Iu
unlawved for long

ResrorBiv Shkills

Master new shills, including falk art decoration, mtricate decoupage,
specializt paint ef fects, fexturing and more, all you need fo conquer
ambitious fronsfermation pra | ECTE

Lipcycling Club
A relaxed moathly sessicn for enthusiastic uptydlers keen o davelap
new skills discover fresh techaiques, and get inEpred By felow makers,

Slow Sunday Meer & Make

A chance to pause, switch off, and recharge, with a gentle marning of
kg

Find aut mare about the moathly sessions for sach of these series of
m;-r'h-jﬁ-:ps. at Wi

Fellow on: ﬂ ﬁﬁ] @restorBiv

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING IN THE COMFORT
& SAFETY OF YOUR OWN HOME

Friendly, mobile hairdressing service All equipment fully sanitized before
for the Cherwell district. every appointment for your protection,
i Fully insured and DBS checked. x 30 years hair cutting experience.

call DAVID on 07775 B06655 or 01869 346910

www.davidcutshair.com
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School News

New Headteacher for Dr Radcliffe’s School

We are delighted to announce the appointment of
Mrs Lorraine Wood as the new Headteacher of Dr
Radcliffe’s School. She will take up the role from 1t
September. Lorraine is currently a Headteacher
within the ODST Academy and therefore has a
strong working knowledge and experience as a
leader within the Trust of which we are a part.

Lorraine is currently our Interim Headteacher and
enjoyed her time at Dr Radcliffe’s so much that she
applied for the position. During a rigorous interview
process, Lorraine stood out as the strongest
candidate. As an experienced Headteacher she A message of welcome from Lorraine
brings a huge wealth of experience, knowledge and
skills, a real passion for education and an

| am absolutely delighted to be joining Dr Radcliffe's

aspirational strategic vision for our school. She Schoolon a permanent basis as Headteach_er from
i September. Having had the privilege of serving as

showed a clear understanding of the context of Dr Interim Headteacher, | have been so impressed by

Radcliffe’s, our vision and values and the priorities the warmth of our school community, the dedication

for the future. We are confident that she will of our staff and the enthusiasm of our wonderful
maintain and further develop standards, whilst pupils. .The school's strong valugs a.nd com.mitment
fostering a nurturing and high-quality learning to providing an excellent education in a caring and

environment. The Governors and school team are inclusive environment truly resonate with me.

hugely looking forward to supporting and working | am excited about the opportunities ahead and look

the Interim Headteacher up to the end of this families, staff and governors to build on the school's
academic year. many strengths and ensure every child thrives to

) ] ] reach their true potential. | feel very fortunate to be
Lisa Boote — Chair of the Local Governing Body  part of this community and can't wait to continue this
journey together.

Lorraine Wood

Deddington Guides Report

Firstly, we’'d like to thank everyone who supported our fundraising efforts last term. Our show and raffle
raised £80, so both BARKS and the Firefighters Charity were very pleased to receive £40 each. Well done,
Guides!

We’'re enjoying this summer term and the light evenings. So far, we have been challenged with a quiz
around the Market Place following various clues. We have also enjoyed our first cook out, thanks to the
Fenemore family’s kind hospitality. We have learnt how to erect a tent, and had a lovely evening for our
hike. We’ve been very pleased to welcome Lilia at her promise ceremony too. We’re off to camp at half-
term, so are hoping for good weather.

Maggie Rampley 07957 600755
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BY LISA BOOTE

Reiki Master Practitioner and Teacher
{Aceredited by CRIIC and The Reiki Federation)

Balancing ~ Harmonising ~ Restorative

teiki iz a natural healing therapy, which
helps with a variety of conditions;

DEdd'nEtn“ 'UDEI'I Gardens ~ Alleviates stress and anxiety
- Strengthens the immune system
~ Improves sleep

21 June 2-5[]“1 ~ Increases cnergy

10 Gardens, Tea + Cake W Relaxes the body and mind
£10 Tickets and MHFS at the x Visit my Heiki room in Steeple Aston to
Church on the day‘ =) discover how Reiki can help you.

Call on: OT8TS4+186T4 or
Email: lisa.reikif@outlook.com
Find me on Instagram @reiki lisaboote

BACK PAIN,SPORTS INJURY

& HEADACHE CLINIC
Especially for long term pain and problems

Heetor Wells BSc (Hons), DM,
Laura Humphreys cseopark

& Back, Neck, Sciatica, Frozen Shoulder
» Knees and Hips, Pregnancy Backs
= Baby Sleep/Colic Clinic
* Recurrent Headaches, Migraine
» Mental Wellbeing Clinic (also posinatal)

Tranquil reom in Aynho offering a
range of massage treatments:
4 Halaxing massage

: EDPEISFDL: IEI:';]: ::Ig?emg ¥ ':u To avadd disrobhirg please wear epmrecdogiers ond T-skin

& Pregnancy massage Appointments (01295) 265267

* Indian head massage # Email: hectorithe Sdclinic.com

Call Jo on 07751 684693 or email W Hreddelinic.com
SRS QU ME AR oo 54 Bloxham Road, Banbury, Oxon, OX16 9JR

wwhw. easemassagetherapies.couk
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Letter from Westminster

SAL’s regular epistle from our MP, Sean Woodcock

I am proud of our achievements this session which include passing legislation to improve renters' rights and
employment rights; ending the two-child benefit cap to lift children out of poverty; investing in social housing,
the NHS and defence; increasing the minimum wage and taking back control of public transport. Alongside
voting on important legislation, as a member of the Housing, Communities and Local Government Committee,
| participated in inquiries into modernising elections and housing conditions in England, on which we recently
published a report.

| visited brilliant local businesses like Wine Vaults in Banbury and Plastic Parts Direct, as well as speaking to
various local business leaders at the Banbury Chamber of Commerce. | attended Banbury Parkinson’s Coffee
Morning, where | chatted with attendees about the support on offer for people in the area living with the
condition; met the brilliant Emma Radley, CEO of Katharine House Hospice to talk about the charity’s vital
work; visited Banbury Larder, who provide sustainable food, life skills, lunch clubs, wellbeing support and
employability support to those in the community and visited Morrisons Banbury to hear about their free
breakfast initiative in partnership with Kellogg’s. Thank you to all the constituents, groups and businesses who
have engaged with me over the past month.

As always, | am contactable at sean.woodcock.mp@parliament.uk

Sean

Spring is here, well every other day or so anyway. The Church allotments
are getting busier as more crops are planted with the usual optimism that
frosts are behind us. What isn’t unusual these days is that all these new
| plants and indeed established fruit bushes, rhubarb, asparagus and so on
need watering so soon in the season. It is great to be out in the allotment
1 again getting stuck in after the relative dormancy of winter. | have no
8l doubt it does help your wellbeing. The enthusiasm bodes well and it is

| always good to see new and established allotmenteers enjoying their time
'l here. That is what is important. Harvesting produce is a bonus!

The Association held its AGM in April. The Committee were able to report
that finances are solid and whilst the 5 yearly rent review with the Diocese
thls year will increase our costs, as will i increases in water rates, plot rents

We welcomed ‘Flourish’ to the allotments, and they gave a presentation on their plans for the future. Itis a
truly worthwhile enterprise, and we look forward to working and supporting them as they develop. For more
information search ‘Flourish Steeple Aston Wellness Garden’ on Facebook. We do have a couple of plots
available and whilst all will need work to take on, it can be rewarding, so please contact Amanda Rodgers
on sacaaclerk@gmail.com for more information.

Stuart Cummins — Chair, SACAA
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AT BEAT

DISCOVER OXFORDSHIRE'S PREMIER TRAINING DESTIMNATICON, RIGHT ON YOUR
DOORSTEP AT THE HATCHERY. MIDDLE ASTOMN

WE QOFFER A TRANSFORMATIVE PERSOMAL TRAINING PROGRAMME THAT GUARANTEES
RESULTS IN JUST 6 WEEKS — SUPPORTED BY EVERYTHING YOU NEED UNDER ONE
ROOF.

ALONGSIDE EXPERT COACHING, YOUW'LL ALSD ENJQY ACCESS TO OUR CO-WORK SPACE,
MUTRITION BAR, SPECIALTY COFFEE, ANMD STATE-QF-THE-ART RECOVERY SUITE TO
FUEL YOUR PROGRESS EVERY STEP OF THE WAY.

TRAIN. FUEL. WORK,. RECOVER.

BOOK YOUR FREE
CONSULTATION OMN
07362376573
OR EMAIL
INFO@BEATFITNESS.CO.UK h

EGG BOX

Secure Self
Storage in

Oxfordshire

Aftorcdable | Flexible Local & Easy

eggboxstorage.com
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One Saturday evening in April, eighty amateur
sleuths waited with excitement in the village hall, to
help the TV team of ‘Crimes from Bygone Times’
solve a cold case: ‘the brutal murder of Penny
Black’, the village postmistress in Steeple Bottom.
This crime took place in 1985, the day of the Live
Aid concert. The supersleuths listened attentively
and took case notes as the two TV presenters
described the events of that fateful day. The
broadcast then paused for a short commercial
break, allowing sleuths time to compare notes and
discuss their thoughts. Next came a careful
reconstruction of the crime with the sleuths
spellbound as events unfolded before them. It was a
torrid tale of infidelity, jealousy, rejection and greed
which ended when Penny was restrained by having
an empty post sack thrust over her head before
being fatally stabbed with a letter opener! Through
the detailed re-enactment, viewers learned of Penny
Black's affair with the postman; the postman's
rejection by both his wife and his lover; his wife's
lack of artistic commissions and resulting need for
money; a village pensioner with a confrontational
style and short temper; and the machinations of a
stamp collector who was attempting to track down
some uniquely faulty, highly valuable first editions.
The sleuths witnessed Inspector Dart's questioning
of the five suspects and drew their own conclusions
as to who (if anyone!) was telling the truth.

T‘ Sieeplg.foﬂom “

In the final part of the show, Inspector Dart revealed
the identity of the killer and their accomplice,
explaining which clues had led him to his
conclusion. The supersleuth audience had earlier
submitted their solutions to the crime, giving the
names of the two culprits and how the clues had led
them to this result: was it the keys/the missing
concert ticket/the missing jacket/the bloodstained
clothing? It was announced that none of the
supersleuths had solved the crime totally
successfully. Several sleuths had used the clues to
identify one culprit, but failed to get the second
person or use all the relevant clues correcily.

The whole venture was thought up, devised and
organised by Tina Ferguson, with help from a raft of
people: John White was responsible for lighting,
background music and sound; supper was cooked
and served by Vicky Clifton, helped by Chris Clarke
and Debbie Morris; Torquil McLusky manned the
bar; and the play was acted by TIna Ferguson, Nigel
Francis, David Stewart, Paul Rodgers, Greg Elphick,
Helen Wright and Marie O'Connor. The script was
very clever, peppered liberally with phrases from
songs featured in the 1985 Live Aid concert, with a
generous helping of truly groan-worthy puns. The
show featured background music from the time, with
references to phenomena such as CEEFAX,
Maxwell House coffee, Ford Sierra cars and other
items of everyday life from that era which have since
disappeared. A thoroughly enjoyable evening and
one hopes that it is the first of many such events,
when members of the public put on entertainment
that bring the village together in such a successful
manner.

Cathy Lawday
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Arcnitect

Extension
Visit our showroom to discuss a GDHUETSIDH
Refurbishment
new Wood Burning Stove New Build

Beaumont Road, Banbury, OX16 1RH
T: 01295 253936
E: info@ironandwood.co.uk
www.ironandwood.co.uk

o wa @& | |WWW.guyr.co.uk

T: 07971 970311
E: info@guyr.co.uk
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Steeple Aston Open Allotments

Sunday 16" August 2 - 6pm Free Entry

Produce and gardening stalls Allotment tours
Refreshments Children's activities

"' Sieeple Aston Church
ABlatrment Association
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INSPIRING WOMEN

A new ‘shuffle the members’ as they arrive system is
in place! No more sitting in rows next to someone you
already know well. As our members arrived, they
received a coloured square and headed for the table
bearing that colour - red, blue yellow etc. This
ensured we all mixed in, new members with the more
‘established’ members. Each table had a ‘name the
person’ on a page of photos, some dead easy, others
absolute brain teasers and a ‘dingbat’ page. All this
with a cuppa in hand and a slice of cake of course.
Good fun!

Now for the meeting. The new programme is out, and
the upcoming events were flagged. Sally’s latest
venture will be a local walk on the 19" June; the
Summer Tea Party sign-up list for 14" July was
available along with lunch at The Turnpike on 29
May. There will be a special ‘Invitation to join the WI’
event with Pimms and Scones on 20" June. Julie
asked us to vote for one of the two resolutions
chosen by NFWI: (1) Accessible public toilets for
women; or (2) Action for women’s homelessness —
the show of hands won for the toilets issue!

Julie introduced our speaker for the evening, Graham
Porcas, who came to tell us about his trip in a convoy
to Ukraine taking much needed trucks and an
ambulance, all loaded with supplies. He started off
with the fundraising in Steeple Aston and the gruelling
three-day drive to get there. The precautions on
entering Ukraine — even a gizmo for detecting drone
attacks! There were problems and delays faced when
crossing the border into Ukraine. However, when they
arrived and were met by the Ukrainians, Graham was
touched by their heartfelt gratitude — one veteran was
especially grateful, as one such vehicle had saved his
life — bringing him back to a hospital from the war
front.

Report

Graham said he had experienced some very
serious and emotional moments especially the
Field of Mars (the war cemetery). We felt we had
shared Graham'’s feeling of achievement at
having completed the tough journey out there
and such a worthwhile one. Thank you Graham.

Photo of Graham with a number plate made by
the Ukrainians — it says ‘Graham’.

The answers to the two quizzes were given to us
by Tina — no prizes but we all felt rather pleased
that we had managed to get most of them right, |
think! If you would like to know how and when to
join our WI, please contact Julie Hillier by email
j.-hillierd@hotmail.co.uk

Merrill Bayley

Steeple Aston Online

News, information, pictures, local directory, weather forecast,
noticeboard and much more...

Your village. Your website. Visit today!

www.steepleaston.org.uk
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& Paul Barber ..
Windows |

T: 07836 623407
E: paul@paulbarberwindows.co.uk
www.paulbarberwindows.co.uk

OVER 30YEARS
EXPERIENCE FENSA

Registered Company

WINDOWS = SECONDARY GLAZING

RESIDENTIAL DOORS = FOLDING DOORS

J I. DA building design

Feasibility & Costings
Flanning Applications
Building Regulations
Construction Drawings
Mews Builds & Exfensions
Loft & Garage Conversions
Intemcl Alterations

EAEEEaEg

ULDA has done 3 designs for vs The first one
has transformed our ives. The wark was of the
highest gquaiily and fhe level of servce
exoaiant.” A i

Call now for a
Free Consultation: 018469 349825

Email: design@jlda.co.uk
Wisit: www. jlda.co.uk

Helping You Create o Befter Horme
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Atlas Pest and Wildlife
Control

Locally based
For all your pest problems inc.
vertebrate, invertebrate and avian
Call Phil on 07768 111491
for a prompt response
MNever beaten on price or
professionalism

» i CUARDSMAN

Professional Cleaning Services
The experts in cleaning:
Carpets » Upholstery » Mattresses
Oriental rug cleaning *Stain removal

Stain protection = Allergy treatment

All our work is fully inzured and guarartead.
We are DBS checked & adhere to all current
governmert guidelinas,

Contact Buss Varnon,
for your free, no chligation guote:

Emall: rvemonsafecleanagmaill.com
Mobile: 07825 918946 N GE

et M ERM B ER

it

www.safeclean.co.uk



@ THE VALENTINE CLUB

| know it's June and summer is here, but | must take
you back to April when the club seemed to be out
and about rather than staying at home. We took 42
members and friends to Cricket St Thomas, the
home of “To the Manor Born’, if you are of an age to
remember that iconic comedy, starring Penelope
Keith and Peter Bowles and, dare | remind you all,
of Mr Blobby? The hotel, set in some amazing
grounds with lakes, picturesque gardens and a
bowling green, was home for five days during late
April where we ate, slept and enjoyed high-class
entertainment. We ventured to Weymouth, West
Bay, Sidmouth and a donkey sanctuary, along with
taking time out to enjoy the grounds, playing bowls,
swimming and generally relaxing with some great
company. As is customary, we must mention the
weather, which was dry, sunny and for the most
part, warm, even down to shirt-sleeve conditions.

Less than a week after returning from South
Somerset, we were back on the road, this time to
Sudeley Castle by Winchcombe. We packed 45
onto the coach and again, the sun shone brightly,
well, you know what they say: “the sun always
shines on the righteous”. The castle is still occupied
and displays much history from the time of
Catherine Parr for whom it was her final resting
place. It has a variety of gardens displaying flowers
across the seasons. We took lunch in the Orangery
which was absolutely fine, but maybe a little warm
under the constant sunshine and that glass roof.

May has proved to be another busy month with our
monthly meeting, where Lucy Busby told us all
about Bicester Village followed the next day by a
steam train trip from Toddington to Cheltenham and
return for lunch at The Pheasant Inn before
continuing onto Broadway and returning to
Toddington to catch the coach.

Lakes at Cricket St Thomas

Meal time in the Orangery at Sudeley Castle

19

June is going to be very similar. Music on the 16" in
the village hall provided by Chris, then a week or so
later we are off on a river trip down the Thames from
Henley with, of course, a meal on board. Again,
there isn’t a coach large enough so another car trip
to take a few more members to Henley where we
have chartered a boat large enough to
accommodate our needs.

To find out more about The Valentine Club, simply
visit our own website on valentineclub.wixsit.com/
aston (simply log onto the village website; go to
‘clubs and societies’, find The Valentine Club and
click on the link), or keep up-to-date by looking on
the village website steepleaston.org.uk or use that
old-fashioned thing called a telephone and call me
on 01869 340512. We are now also on Instagram
but with my IT skills, it might look somewhat
different to what you might expect.? Address, | have
been told is, The Valentine Club SA.

Richard Preston — Group organiser (for lack of a
better description)

Email: richard.preston5@btopenworld.com

Tel. 01869 340512




Meddlin’ with Musicals!

Steeple Aston Choral Society

A Journey through Broadway and
London’s West End

featuring numbers from,

¥ J ]
Eicleller
on

3 2
th L]_"\Q (O)8

Saturday 27th June 2026 7.00pm

Steeple Aston Village Hall Tickets £12 from
Margaret Bulleyment 01869 347346

mtheb749@gmail.com or the village shop
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Steeple Aston Village Archive s

Jack and the Steeple Ars’n Beanstalk

Jack and the Beanstalk was one of the pantomimes written and directed by Rev Michael Hayter for a
performance in 1972. Michael was someone who knew our village and its people inside out. When Michael
Hayter became Rector of Steeple and Middle Aston in 1937, a cultured man, leading some people to
describe him as ‘uppish’, the Rectory and its gardens were in a dire state of neglect. Needing to provide a
home for his wife, Patcie, her mother (Mrs Schofield) and their children, five eventually, he rolled up his
sleeves and set to work. He sought out skilled and experienced villagers to help and advise him on
updating the house and managing the gardens. As he worked alongside these local folk, he learnt about
their lives and he appreciated their company. For most of his ministry, he had only our parish of Steeple
and Middle Aston to cover, so was always around and about, calling in on people and keeping up with local
gossip. He was a good listener, and made use of his accrued knowledge of the very essence of rural life
when he wrote ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. He had cast members in mind as he composed his pantomimes,
and in this one he included local dialect, much of which is probably lost already.

Jack and the Beanstalk was set in Steeple Ars’n Market Place, the backdrop being the ‘Dun Cow’ pub on
Church Corner. Michael set the mood for the pantomime with the opening poignant and all too often
relevant, words: “Wot sum wevver we bin ‘avin, wot sum wevver!” The programme for the play helpfully
includes a glossary of words written in the script, many of which certainly need translating.

I goli an expletive
Burrow sheltered
Fammelled starved

Frit frightened
Gellus wretch

Maggled upset

Middlin ill

Mi duck affectionate term
Muckle rubbish dump
Muffadite queerly dressed person
Mullock rubbish

Okkard obstinate

Quack kill

Smollocky untidy

Tackle produce

Tiggle mess about
Unkid cruel

Waywind bindweed

SAVA hopes some readers may be able to add to this list, enriching
and encapsulating the Archive’s memoirs of Steeple Ars’n’s relatively ||
recent past. ‘

Diana Gardner, SAVA

The rogue Arthur (Ron Gardner,)
who exchanged ‘magic’ beans for
Jack’s cow, is berated by his wife
(Lily Elmer).
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Your Dedicated Property Partner

With over g decade of experience in Morth
Dxtorcshire villages, Robert doesn't just sell homes
He helos peopla move lorwand wilth confidence

We Care More iz not just a motto; its Rober?'s
promisa to you.

Buying or selling? Roberl s dynamic approach
ensUres your besl resulls

Let's tum your property goals into reality.
Call Robart today on 868 508275
o email Robent Cole@ARPropertyPartners couk

Your Local
Property Experts!
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Free Mallams
Valuations

On Tuesday 9am - 1pm
in all our branches

MO APPOINTMENMT MECESSARY

Free & confidential valuations
on any items you may be
considering selling at all branches.

For information on all our

forthcoming auctions visit
www.mallams.co.uk

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS SINCE 1788
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Village Hall News

Murder mystery evening

Wow what an evening! We have received so many lovely comments from people who were lucky enough to
attend. Apologies to those that couldn’t get tickets. We were surprised and delighted that tickets sold out
within a couple of days, and rest assured, we are discussing repeating the event in some form next year. My
thanks to Tina for organising and convincing her friends to put on a show, and to the rest of the trustees, true
team work.

BUT.... don’t wait for us, the hall is available for anyone to hire. Amazing kitchen, sound and lighting system,
plus a great stage to put on your own show stopper. This could be the income your charity is calling out for.
It was wonderful to showcase what facilities our hall has to offer.

In other news....

The new hiring charges went live last month, but if you have any questions please do get in touch with our
letting agent, Angela, as she will be able to help. Alternatively a copy can be found within every edition of
SAL, or on the village hall website savh.org.uk/

Apart from that, the hall trustees take a back seat on fundraising until the Autumn, but there will be many
exciting village events to fill the summer — fetes, fairs, parties and shows. Keep an eye open for adverts, or
better still, hire it and party!

Our letting agent is Angela Smith — Mob: 07734 112967.

Please do not call this number between 6.00pm and 8.00pm unless urgent.
Email steeple-aston-village-hall@hotmail.com

Collect keys from 'Mijas' South Side, Steeple Aston OX25 4RU.

Victoria Clifton (Chair) savh.org.uk/

What's on at Middle Aston House!

@' Wadding Yenus @’ End of Life Celebrations
W Frivate Parties W  Exnibitions & Garden Shows
W Toarn Building </ Festivals

W Conterence Facilities W  ArtClasses

(@  Classic Car & Matorbike Shows

enguires@middisastonhouse.corm
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Parish Council Meeting Noftes ’"%

I’d nodded off in front of The One Show, so
missed the start of the meeting - apologies!
That said, the meeting had started early
because we had the Annual Meeting before
the actual meeting. All sounding much grander
than it actually was, if I'm honest. Quite a lot of
palaver with councillors standing down and
then being formally co-opted and standing
back up again; taking the Chair and then
resigning it again (I started to wish I'd stayed
with The One Show for longer). I'm told this
was all done to comply with the rules, and we
actually ended up with the same Chair as last
year.

Once we finally got under way, we heard from
OCC ClIr Gareth Epps who congratulated our
local Parish Councillors and told them how
vital their work is. | think he was being sincere,
in spite of the fact his comments came after
the nonsense at the start of the meeting.
Gareth did look quite tired after all the recent
local election excitement, and told us it was
likely that he’d be appointed to Cabinet this
week, which sounded important and would
probably involve a “transport related portfolio”.
Gareth said he’d asked the relevant crowd to
fix the bus stop at Rousham bridge. Our Chair
then added that some people had requested
an upgrade to an actual shelter — hopefully
that won’t throw a spanner in the works!
Gareth is also keen to hear if school transport
is an issue for anyone? Get in touch and let
him know. And he told us about a Paper on
“Quiet Lanes” where vehicles are discouraged.
Apparently, there are some pilots afoot with
the aim of making cycling safer for everyone. |
might dust off my pushbike.

Onto the Clerk’s Report which started with “a
finger pinch problem” in the playground. The
water pump is wobbling and needs to be

mended. A member of the public who was at
the meeting did question whether we actually
needed this water pump, which in turn led to a
discussion as to whether it had any (lost)
historical significance? | think the conclusion
was that it was just put there when the
Millennium Park was created. It's going to be
mended, so here’s hoping it can find a
purpose too!

Staying with the playground and an imminent
RoSPA report, which everyone is looking
forward to reading after all that recent work! In
spite of all that work, we're getting quotes to
fix rot on a ladder - more than £1k for a small
piece of wood! Apparently, it's very special
wood that can only be sourced from two
places in the UK. So, one councillor who
knows about fencing is going to see if they can
find a cheaper option. When | asked about
splinters, | was baffled by a response involving
“peeled posts”, but comforted by the fact they
seemed to know what they were talking about.
We also have rotten boards and a broken
slide, which is still functioning but “an accident
waiting to happen”. | was personally very sad
to hear that the days of the yellow curly slide
could be numbered — it's always been a
favourite of mine. And our zipline isn’t in good
working order — some of the PC had
attempted to “rock the cradle” (I daren’t ask)
and ClIr David Rogers told us a story about
him on a zipline which left him “talking in
tongues”! Finally, a “jagged stump” has been
smashed and turned to useful woodchips. The
last comment was “we know where we’re
going with the playground”, which was
reassuring.
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Parish Council Meeting Notes

Clir Rogers then started his report with an
apology that his spellcheck had failed and
throughout he had referred to “Chard”
(Somerset) not “Cherwell”. He too talked about
a “frantic election” and how everyone is now
jostling for position. He said he intends to stay
fully involved with planning issues, if no longer
on the Committee.

There was talk about window frames at the
village hall. Apparently two windows at the
History Centre have “a strange decorative
attachment” which has rotted and is now being
replaced, and flat roof issues. Plus, some
news (wait until | tell Mr Miggins) that we may
have a pizza van visit our village on a regular
basis. Our Chair asked them for all their
relevant licences, but things have gone
strangely quiet since the request was made.

We then had a long discussion on our
Emergency Plan and whether our “vulnerable
list” was up to date. One councillor said they
would be asking the Valentine Club, but then
we had all sorts of chat about what constituted
a “vulnerable person” (“age isn’t the only
signifier of need, if it even is a signifier?”), and
whether someone should visit the Toddler
Group too? And what happens if someone
was ill and needed to keep medicines in their
fridge and the power went off? All sorts of
different scenarios.

A"

Then the PC decided they needed to be
practical as there are only five of them, so if
hundreds of people apply to be vulnerable, the
system might struggle a bit. Not to mention the
difficulty of keeping the list current (apparently
12 people from the Covid list have now
passed away). | think we’ll be hearing more on
this topic in due course, but the feeling was
that “we’re nearly there”.

One councillor then told us about a
presentation he had with Aubergine. He was
impressed, unlike our Clerk. | think it involved
website and .gov email addresses rather than
vegetables. It led onto a discussion on our
much-loved village website, with one member
sharing the controversial opinion that we
should “go big and rebuild the whole website”!

Finally, we heard that the strategic rail freight
interchange project at Ardley has been
accepted to go to the next stage of planning —
“an examination”. Local organisations can
register to be interested parties and appear at
the examination and present evidence. The
MCNP have raised £5,500 towards employing
a consultant to represent local parishes who
oppose the development — apparently the cost
is closer to £10,000, so more fundraising is
needed.

The next meeting is on 15" June. Until then,

Mrs Miggins

Steeple Aston Parish Councillors

Angharad Lloyd-Jones (Chair)

Martin Lipson (Vice Chair), Planning,
Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan Forum

Greg Elphick

Andrew Gibson

Charlotte Powell, Sports & Recreation
Centre, Environment

2 councillor vacancies

Cathy Fleet — Parish Clerk
Email: parishclerk.steepleaston@gmail.com
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@rosaraatnichalsans

LIFESTYLE

OUR SERVICES:

t [ @ e Expert Tree Care @@
C a r e Hedge trimming & removal

Stump removal & treatment

O 07788 289344
@ www.kptreecare.co.uk

B4 kptreecare@outlook.com Site clearance

Planting & woodland management

O30
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BLAST from the past

Memories of the Whitsun Village Pram Race

We moved to Steeple in 1972, to be met by a friendly
welcoming village. By 1973 | was involved in the Whit Monday
Race, a community event centred around the White Lion pub.
The Pram Race consisted of five stops — the White Lion,
halfway, the Red Lion, then halfway back and finish at the
White Lion. Both participants had to drink beer on every stop.
Local boy, Steve Bell, convinced the new kid in town, myself, to
join him and take up the challenge. Chris Cross, who still lives
in The Crescent, gave us a pram she could vouch for; bless
her, a worthy chariot. It was a frantic race to begin with, then
settled down and we actually ending up winning! Whether we
drank all of the beer, who knows? Steve Bell and Tony King
won that year, and to prove it wasn’t a fluke, we won again in
1974 and 1975. The photo shows Tony King in the pram and
Steve Bell pushing, and further behind pushing is Colin Meade,
former landlord of The Red Lion. A thoroughly enjoyable day
and conversational get together with Draught Bass at 15p a

pint tn

Tony King “Whitsun Village Pram Race 19737

Steeple Aston Garden Club

J S

On an unseasonably cool afternoon in mid-May,

members of the Garden Club went to Waterperry

Gardens for a very enjoyable visit. The spring plants

were mostly over and the summer plants were

coming into colour, with the famous border on its

way to full splendour. There was one lily flower

about to open in the Waterlily Canal, which will be

even more impressive in a few weeks! The most

| spectacular feature at the moment is the wisteria

4 arch shown in the photo. Waterperry have

developed several new areas such as a small

4 arboretum in the meadow area, so there was

i something new for everyone to see. Many of us took
L advantage of the cafe for tea and cake afterwards,

o 'L "q and a few had lunch there before our visit.

On the evening of Wednesday 10th June we will be visiting nearby Rousham to enjoy the gardens and
landscape before some refreshments. If you'd like to join us, please contact either myself (Alison) or
Richard Preston using the email addresses below.

Alison Llewellyn alisonllew.home@gmail.com
Richard Preston richard.preston5@btopenworld.com
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Eldon Friends

For all your Social Care requirements

Eldon Friends are an independent service, who specialise in providing support
to enable you to remain living independently in your own home.

Whether you require personal care, assistance with medication, transport
to appointments, help with your shopping or simply companionship,
Eldon Friends can cater for your needs.

Contact us today for a no obligation discussion of your individual requirements.
Directors Elaine and Don Kelly: Tel: (01869) 340449 Email; info@@eldonfriends.co.uk
Feel free to visit our website at: www.eldonfriends.co.uk

Covering The Astons and surrounding villages.
Qualified in Health and Social Care
Fully Insured * Eldon Friends. Established 2014

pT - GARAGE 40 YEARS
SERVICES BN e p

READY FOR THE JOURNEY AHEAD

FOR ALL %
vour B &5 B

VEHICLE £ Y @
&S
N E E D s CLUTCHES EXHAUSTS TYRES

PLUS all our work is covered by our 12 month guarantee*

*Covers parts & labour. Ask for more details in branch.

01869 347 770 | WWW.PTAGARAGES.CO.UK

HOPCROFTS HOLT, STEEPLE ASTON, BICESTER, OXFORDSHIRE OX25 5QQ
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Horticultural Society

Summer Show top tips from Steeple Aston & Middle Aston Horticultural Society

=1

Following the successful Spring Show on 22"¢ March, the
Horticultural Society asked show judges to provide top tips
especially for new show entrants. Lots of advice and
guidance for all sorts of show items can, of course, be
found online, but here are a few suggestions for your
entries for the summer show on 315t August.

Flowers: read the schedule carefully to be aware of
requirements especially on the size of the display. Choose
foliage carefully and remember that blooms can deteriorate
quickly which influences selection, so cut as late as
possible to preserve quality.

Handicrafts: items presented should be fit for purpose,
neat and well-finished and bear in mind safety, use of
appropriate materials, colour, texture and proportion.
Garments should be unworn when presented and items
that are original designs can gain extra credit.

| ‘3 Art and Photography: within the theme area provided,
judges will also consider interpretation of the theme, visual
appeal, colour, perspective and balance.

Cookery: all cookery items gain most marks for excellent
flavour/aroma, so it's well worth experimenting and tasting
beforehand. Try to use the freshest possible produce.

* " Preserves: higher scores can be gained by using

| unbranded jars with new unused twist-top lids, filled up to
the top and still closed on show day to preserve the seal.
Plain labels should be in the middle of the jar stating the

date and year of making. For jams, marmalades and jellies, ideally a wax disc and cellophane should be
used, and if these are correctly affixed to form a seal, a twist top lid is not needed. The wax disc should go
on immediately the jar is filled, but the cellophane should go on when the jar is completely cold, so as not to
trap any moisture. A curd should have a wax disc and cellophane only. Chutneys and pickles should have a

new twist top lid and be presented in a clean sterilised jar.

Vegetables: detailed guidance can

be found at rhs.org.uk/advice/
grow-your-own/features/top-tips-
for-entering-your-first-show

Limerick: must be 5 lines long.
Lines 1, 2 and 5 must rhyme with
each other (rhyme A) with 3
stresses or beats in the rhythm,
and lines 3 and 4 must rhyme with
each other using a different rhyme
(rhyme B) with 2 stresses or beats.

Good luck with your entries!

Diane Dale
Judges and Stewards Secretary -
SA&MAHS
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Spaces for hire! —
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OKFORD BUS MUSEU

Launch of the Morris 10 Series M

Our 1948 Morris 10 Series M emerged from our
workshop on Bank Holiday Monday 25th May after a
major restoration. While in our workshop, we rebuilt
the engine, attached a new clutch assembly,
repainted and polished the bodywork, replated the
chrome, upholstered the interior and reupholstered
and refurbished the original seats. We know that the
car was first registered on 31st March 1948 as HON
490. On 10th June 1961 it was transferred into the
ownership of Dennis Flowers who lived near
Coventry. Twenty years later, the Flowers family
donated the car to the Coventry Transport Museum
from which the Morris Motors Museum acquired it in
December 2011. The Morris 10 Series M was
launched in September 1938, a wholly rethought
10hp model with a four-cylinder 1,140cc engine. The
main new feature was the mono-construction that
was draught- and sound-insulated. This was a new
way of building cars replacing a separate body
mounted on a chassis. It was not aesthetically
pleasing, but the body was Morris’s first unitary
construction. The design was up-to-date with a
better-conceived front end than the competing

Vauxhall model. Morris put wood into the sills for

further strengthening. To reassure customers that the ]

new technology was safe, Morris carried out a
demonstration in May 1939, crashing a new Morris
10 Series M into the previous Series Il Ten of the old

design. The Series M came out best.

The Second World War halted production of the
Series M when the Cowley factory’s output was
diverted to war needs. Nevertheless, 27,020 units of
these cars had been sold by May 1941. When the

war ended, once permission was granted by the

Government, production restarted, not only in
England, but also in India and Australia. There were
two versions produced, one with a sliding roof at
£305, plus purchase tax, and the other had a fixed
head at £295, plus purchase tax. However, there
were materials shortages and car manufacturers
were directed to prioritise exports to gain scarce
foreign currency. The Government also maintained a
high rate of purchase tax to depress home demand.
After the war, a few modifications were made to the
Series M such as the bonnet grill which was rounder.
Another 80,990 cars were sold before the Series M
model was replaced. The photograph is of the car
with some of the team who restored it. There will be
free heritage bus rides at 12.15pm and 2.15pm on
Sunday 7th and Sunday 21st June. The latter date is
Father’s Day, when we shall give free entry to the
museums to Dads accompanied by their children.

The Dads will also be given a free bacon butty!

Frank Collingwood — Oxford Bus and Morris

Motors Museum

The team pictured here polishing their pride and joy,
our 1948 Morris 10 series
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Steeple As'on Arbor Vitae Oxford
ChurCI‘l Fete A TREES & GARDENS

SUNDAY 12th JULY
14:00 - 16:30

Stalls, Music. Morris Dancers,
Bouncy Castle and much. much, mnrei

kobinson's Close Playing
Field and Village Halil.

: Arboricultural Expertise :

Tree Surgery : Planning : Consultancy :

Benjamin Downing, Nd Arboriculture
MNch Horticulture

Old Butcher Heyvtord Road Steeple Aston

OX25 45H
Donations of clothes,
toys, bottles and ﬂiﬂi to: e: arborvitaeoxford@yahoo.co.uk
The Rectory, Fir Lane, m: 07443 582 747 h: 01869 347 985

Steeple Aston.

UK SOLAR GENERATION

F’DWEElNG CHANGE
Friendly, responsive,
Oxfordshire company

Save up to 70% on your
electricity bills

Solar PV Systems
Battery Storage Systems
Electric Car Charging Points

§ t: 01869 932250
napir € info@uksolargeneration.co.uk

FOWER WA

CERTIFIED
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Nature Notes 1ﬁd-{#"q i

Insect Week: Tiny Creatures, Big Impact

They may be small, but insects make a BIG difference to nature recovery. From 22" — 28" June, the Royal
Entomological Society’s spotlight week is a celebration of all things insect. Check out their website on royensoc.
co.uk These small critters really do make all the difference... there are more than 24,000 species in the UK
alone, and they can be found in almost every habitat. Their jack-of-all-trades role spans pollinators, predators,
pests, parasites and prey, and the study of insects has long been central to conservation, food production,
medicine and ecology.

How You Can Help

Volunteer: We occasionally ask for volunteers to carry out small projects, ranging from helping out with fieldwork
and managing data to creating visual aids for our work. Our partner, Earth Trust, earthtrust.org.uk/get-
involved/volunteer/ regularly recruits volunteers. Whether you are out counting insects or sitting at a desk, all
these tasks will help carry out their vital work. Have an idea for a research project? We are keen to hear from
students and researchers about their research ideas and would be happy to discuss the possibility of using our
site to support your research. Please get in touch to discuss what might be possible by emailing:
sophie@wildoxfordshire.org.uk

Help to look after our grasslands

- Stick to the path and avoid wandering into the fields as this may disturb nesting birds or lead to nest
abandonment.

- Be respectful of livestock, keep dogs on leads when there are calves in the fields.

- Remember to take your and your dog’s rubbish home with you.

- Don’t have BBQs on grasslands, as you may cause a fire.

Gardening tips for June

Want to help garden birds? Don't feed them in warmer months - the RSPB have released guidance on feeding
birds, stating that putting up bird feeders in your garden could be putting some species at risk of disease. Stop
filling bird feeders with seeds and peanuts from 1st May to 31st October to prevent too many birds gathering in
one place. Instead, still put out small amounts of mealworms, fat balls or suet all year round.

Let the grass grow - June is peak time for insects like butterflies,
bees and beetles. Leaving even a small patch of lawn uncut
creates shelter and food for the likes of Meadow Browns, Large
Blue butterflies and Thick-legged flower beetles.

Go chemical-free - gardening organically is a good way to ensure
that the food and plants you grow are free of pesticides or
chemicals and the wildlife will thank you for it too. By stopping the
use of chemicals, slugs, snails, and insects such as aphids will
return, but don’t worry! In time, so will their natural predators, such
as hedgehogs and slowworms to help keep pest numbers down.

Keep Bird Baths Topped Up - fresh water is essential for birds in
warm weather. Keep a shallow dish with a few pebbles and help
insects drink safely. However, only put out a bird bath if you can
replace the water daily and clean the bird bath weekly to prevent
the spread of diseases, especially in the warmer months.

Jessica Bouwer, Wild Oxfordshire

33



ﬁ HPRINT &
DESIGN
L L

CREATE THE RIGHT
IMPRESSION

DIGITAL & LITHO
PRINTERS

|

1

Bookiets
Brochures
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Business Slationery

Crder of Service Sheets

Linit & Gles e Business Centre,
Range Road, Witney, Cwon SE29 064
Tel: Q1865 246062
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Vehicle damaged?

Don't delay, repair it today

¥ Bumper Scuffs? 2 Paint Scratches? Y Minor Dents?

# Very impressed with the
overall service. Great job on the
paintwork repair.
Awesome customer service.””

Call or go online today for your FREE estimate

(i1 ChipsAway

LIKE T NEVER HAFPENED

0800 028 7878

www.chipsaway.co.uk

W Trustpios
(|

Everyone i welcome in the salon —
ladies and gents, and children from
the young to teenagers

We want you to relax, laugh and have
fun whilst being locked after and
getting a great service at the same time

Visit our website to sea all our services

And come o visit us for a warm, friendly
expereance with qualified hair stylists

The Holcombe Studio
High Street, Deddington OX15 O5L

Telephone: (1869 226522
Email: polkadotsukiiymail.com
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OIFﬂRD BUS HUEEUM
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Owr 1881 horse-drawn tram was restored in our
workshop. We know it is accurate because we
had the original design drawings. Note the
paraffin lamp and red chimnay on the laft of the
tram under the canopy. As well as being a
warning to encoming traffic, it lit the inside of the
tram.

Mext to Hanborough Station OX29 BLA
D1296 925797

infofoxfordbusmuseum. org.uk
Café /| Children's area [ Shop

For events information:
www. oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk
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The Cricket Report %g

Sweeple Amon Crckan Club

Minster Lovell

And so, the summer finally started with our first match against Minster Lovell. We even had 12 players,
which allowed our players to rotate in the field. Tim Jones found this particularly refreshing as he followed
the Ben Duckett approach to Ashes Batting and slotted half a pint down whilst “resting”. He even outscored
Duckett, though not by much! Jon Scotchbrook won the toss - his main contribution to the day - and Arthur
Higgins (75) and Matt Belton (15) on debut took us to 97-1, until Matt fell to a great catch in the Covers.
Alain Michaelis (12) and Hector Higgins (18) got us back on track at 128-4, but a comms mishap saw
Hector run out and the tail did not wag, as Steeple Aston subsided to 160 all out.

Was it enough?

Alain and Hector started with 3 maidens in the first 6 overs; clearly Minster Lovell were adopting the
Australian approach to cricket. They dug in and gradually the scoring rate picked up. Paul Longman (2-26)
then came into the attack and kept Minster Lovell in check with an economical 7 overspell that included 2
wickets, ably supported by Raj (1-44). Our fielding could perhaps have been better with a few mishaps, but
Jonty Renk (2-24) gave us a chance at the death with 2 quick wickets. Minster Lovell CC held their nerve,
however, and just got over the line with 2 overs to spare to win by 5 wickets.

Batting Net!

If any of the team feels in need of a Batting Net, please do let me know and we can arrange one in our
paddock. Arthur had one just before the game and got all his bad shots out of the way! Next up it’s the
King’s Head away on 18" June, a T20. Remember - if we win the toss to bat first, as it gets very dark for the
team batting second!

With best wishes to all,
Peter Higgins, Chairman SACC

Steeple Aston Golf Society

Our first meeting of the season was at Hearsall, Coventry. | don't think that I've played on a more well-
maintained and manicured course for a very long time. This was helped by the club holding a Ladies Open
3 ball alliance on the day prior to our arrival. We all very much enjoyed the day, especially the chicken
curry. The winner of the Richard Cardew Trophy with 31 points was Eric Blincoe, in 2nd place on countback
with Tony Giles was Alan Brewer. Nearest the pin on the 10th was Tony Giles. NP in 2 on the 4th, nobody
hit the green.

Looking ahead to Thursday 11th June, we will be visiting Olton in Solihull, B911JH. This is a parkland
course, over 100 years old, which is our second outing for SAGS and we’re looking forward to it very much.
If you would like to join us, then call the usual suspects, Alan or Chris, on 01869 340423/347173.

We had some very warm weather a couple of weeks ago, so | put away my mock turtle sweater tops, which
my wife thought was an indie-rock band from Manchester. It's a sweater that resembles a polo neck and
which Tiger Woods made popular a few years back. Comfortable, warm, stylish and not too dressy, it works
as well on the high street as it does on the golf course. It still doesn't quite suit the guy whose belly droops
over his belt though! But then, what does?

Happy golfing!
Alan
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THE HIGHWAYMAMN'S HORSE ,# LOCATED IM THE HOLT HOTEL

Join Us For Our Sunday Lunch!

SERVED EVERY SUNDAY | 12PM - 2.30PM

Enjoy our newy & la carte Sunday Lunch at The Highwayman's Haorse,
Featuring traditional roast options alongside classic favourites!

BOOK YOUR TABLE TODAY | 01869 340259 | WWW.HOLTHOTEL.CO.UK

New menu at The Grain Store

We're excited to introduce our brand-new menu, bringing together fresh
sergonel. flavours, locally sourced ingredients, and comforting favourites for
every part of the day.

Tur breakfest offering includes treditional breskfast favourites alongside
lighter options such as our avocado bruschetts and eggs Benedict.

As lunchtime arrives, the menu shifts to a range of premium sandwiches, salads
and homemade quiches - all made using quality ingredients from trusted local
suppliers. Supporting loeal producers is something we're ineredibly proud of,
and it's reflected in every dish we serve.

We can't wait to see you.
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Heyford Watercourse - MP Asks Questions

Questions over watercourse at Heyford

The Environment Agency have found that a watercourse near Heyford Park has one of the highest
concentrations of harmful ‘forever chemicals’ in the country. | attended a public meeting with constituents
recently where many concerns were expressed. The EA tested a series of waterways and found that
concentrations of PFAS (forever chemicals) were alarmingly high in the Gallos Brook, approximately 4.5km
downstream from Heyford Airfield. This is consistent with what we know: PFAS are used in firefighting foam
which was used extensively by the US Air Force at the base. The readings, taken in 2023 and 2025 were 2,021
and 2,294 nanograms/litre respectively. The US Government says that drinking water should have no more than
FOUR nanograms/litre and that a level over 1,000 is ‘critical’. No wonder constituents are worried. There are 16
waterways running off Heyford Airfield (which is on a plateau). The USAF had a fire pit at the airfield used for
training their fire crews. Fuel was used to set a plane alight and the crews had to extinguish it. The plane sat on
a concrete base which drained to the soil beneath. Here are the questions we need answered urgently:
Constituents rightly want to know:

- what danger do the PFAS pose to them, their families and pets?

- what is known about the levels in PFAS in air, soil and water in the area?

- who is responsible for measuring, monitoring and containing the PFAS?

| have written to the Environment Agency to ask them:

- to monitor water and soil beyond Gallos Brook and to release their results.

- whether the site has been prioritised for future monitoring and investigation?

- what assessment have they made of the risks to people and animals?

| have written to the MOD to ask:

- whether the USAF shared any environmental assessments or made remediation commitments when it handed
back the base in 19947

- whether the MOD made any environmental assessments in 1994-97 (before they sold the site)?

- for any records relating to the historic use of firefighting foams at the site.

I have written to the Department for Education to ask:

- whether any environmental, soil or air quality testing has been undertaken at Heyford Park School?

- whether the Department has assessed risks to pupils and staff from construction activity at the Heyford Park
development?

- what guidance is in place for schools located near sites of known or suspected PFAS contamination?

I have written to Cherwell District Council to ask:

- whether the environmental screening and assessment that was done as part of the Heyford Park development
proposal addresses the risks of PFAS?

- what steps it has taken in respect of past developments to ensure there is appropriate remediation to protect
the health of local residents?

- whether it has sufficient information to take decisions on current planning applications?

For completeness, here's a link to a statement from the current owners of the site, the development group
Dorchester Living. They state there is no conclusive link between PFAS readings downstream in Gallos Brook
and the historic activities on their site, and they argue that PFAS risk is best addressed by developing the site as
they would then undertake remediation: heyfordpark-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/PFAS-
STATEMENT-FINAL.pdf Thank you to the team who have raised concern and who organised the public
meeting, whose website is here: gallosbrook.wordpress.com/home/

This is a very serious matter. | have demanded urgent replies from all of these government bodies and
departments. People in the Heyford Park area deserve answers about who knew what, when, and who now has
the responsibility for monitoring PFAS levels and for keeping them safe. | am determined to pursue answers:
bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cewpln9d28ko

Calum Miller, MP for Bicester & Woodstock
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18th July 2026

Gates open at 1pm

Middle Aston House

Headline tribute acts:

Street Food, Bars, Face painting,
J3%  Music and Fun!

/A AN XA/A A°A
Adults £30; U18s £15; U5s free
www.tributemusicfest.com
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Football Focus

STHLFLE T sEa

The 2025-2026 season ended with the Club’s awards ceremony at the end of April. The village was well-
represented among the winners. Adam Peckham picked up most ‘Man of the Matches’ and ‘Players’ Player’
awards, Alex Keal took home the ‘Supporter’s Player of the Year’ and Alan Peckham lifted the ‘Robbie
Munson trophy’, which takes some lifting! Starting around lunchtime, some of the team showed their typical
match-day tenacity, taking the celebrations into the early hours.

With professional levels of commitment, pre-season commences soon with the aim of building on a much-
improved overall performance last year. There will be weekly sessions at Robinson’s Close and various
friendlies played later on in the summer. As ever, do please get in touch if you are keen to turn out and help
our push for promotion.

Spyro Markesinis
s _markesinis@hotmail.com

Stop Press! New Pub landlord

The Red Lion will open on Thursday, 18th June, according to the Hook Norton Brewery website. The new
landlord is Jonathan Perritt who has been running the Port Mahon pub in St Clements, Oxford, as well as
some other pubs in London.

Steeple Talks June 18%

b ::- _--""h In the Church — 7.15pm for 7.30pm : ,-f'"_ I-"" )
i A
N - Canon Charles Chadwick P P

The Reign of King Charles Il, 1660-1685

a time of recovery, renewal and renaissance.

Befreshments from 7.15pm

Donalivns are welvomed for dharch funds.
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Fainting
Compamy

SIMFLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATION

All forms of interior and exterior painting
and decorating, specialising in murals.

T: 01295 811026
E: pere@noahsarkpaining.co.uk
Wi noahsarhpainting.co.uk

Pebahmm Cotingr. Aynhe Hosd, Adderbory
Drxfloedshlae, OXI7 INL

Psychotherapy &
Hypnotherapy

Heal. Explore. Flourizh.

Jirn Comar M&[Oxnonl CHPMMOL CNHC, NSTT

GET SUPPORT WITH

& fAnuiety & depression

® Confidence & self-esteem
* Men's Szues

® Life challanges

* Aelationships

® Sports performince

# Meaning and direction

Appaintments available at

Body Performance Tharapy
The Hatchery, Middie &ston

Ceniline via Zoom

LEARN MORE AND BOOHK

®

Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL &

WIFI SERVICES

B Aerials - supplied, repaired and
poor reception solved |
B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, |
discreet dish installations [
B WiFi - blackspots cured, data cables installed
B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

2~ OXFORD AERIALS

www.oxfordaerials.co.u
shaun@oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call Bicester 01869 221783

40

wiviwe youfusiontherapy.com B
JimiBnon fusi prberagy.oom YOUFUSION
07233 953808 THERAPY
Mow your
lawn for under

10 pence!
Time to mow electric!

Baai ihe petrol prica rsa this s
and debghl in & smoofn, quiel mosng
BEpaTierCy Wit no sar defenden
Mow a GO0 soge Levan Tor onky T pancs!

PINER BEVDND BELIEF

Exparmres 1 mnalis ol oo

prmeriul cordinss: ganden jonks

» Wiich gisar o P s

& Lags beng vibralom

» [CJick i the battery and go - no
g il pul-Conds

& b romia Do Do S el sl lan

& Lithe or ng gereicng - much
cheapar running oo

- - Caill nosw oF cidar ciline:
O34 GEM0E

FREE lkscal daliony & setupl

Tl 1045 ol wilh our axelusi
'‘STEEPLE ASTON promo oode!

healbai aare ait-ola cbrie oo, uk

v gardai-alaetric, ca,uk




Church Matters R
14 o4y e

June sees the official start to summer (although BST began at the end of March), and it is good that the weather
seems to have caught on and is warming up. A few weeks ago, | even managed to get out on my bike in shorts!
Whenever I'm riding, | have to think carefully about how I'm going to fuel the ride. For long easy rides, | take a
pack of fig rolls. For shorter but more intense rides, | add sugar to my drinks, as it's easier for the body to absorb
it on the go. We also think carefully about the food we eat when we are wanting to 'watch' our weight, counting
calories and ensuring that we get the right balance of carbohydrates, proteins and nutrients. With the war in Iran,
the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz, and resulting increase in fuel prices, we are thinking more carefully about
the fuel we put in our cars, and how often we use them. Whilst we may think about the food that fuels our bodies
and the petrol/diesel for our motor vehicles, how often do we think about what we put into our minds and souls?
We know that getting outside, for a walk or gardening, can massively improve our emotional well-being. The
digital environment that we are surrounded by equally can have an impact on our emotional state. The sharp
increase in mental health issues from 2012 is linked to the advent of smartphones which many of us now carry.
In May, the BBC ran two articles highlighting the dangers of misleading information on social media, self-titled
'baby sleep experts' who were giving false and dangerous advice, and 'Al generated weight loss professionals'
who were setting unrealistic expectations. The difficulty is discerning what information is real and trustworthy.

At the end of May, as a church, we celebrated the outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit on everyone. One of the roles
of the Holy Spirit is to help us discern the ‘Truth’ especially of God. At his Last Supper, Jesus referred to the Holy
Spirit as the Spirit of Truth when he was promising his disciples that they wouldn’t be left alone. The Holy Spirit,
which is open to everyone, gives us Peace, Power and Purpose. God’s Peace is knowing that we are loved for
who we are (having peace with ourselves), which leads to peace between us and others because we are secure
in who we are. God’s Power enables us to stand up for what is right, giving us the courage and confidence to
share God’s love with the wider world. This can be like on the first day of Pentecost, when the disciples were
suddenly able to speak to the crowds gathered in Jerusalem in a variety of languages. God has a purpose and a
plan for each one of us and the Holy Spirit helps us to know and fulfil that purpose. In a jigsaw, no two pieces are
alike, each one has its own unique place and purpose and, without all of the pieces, the jigsaw is incomplete.
This month | invite you to consider giving your digital environment an annual MOT. Take a moment to think about
what you would change for your digital environment to reflect your priorities perfectly.

God bless, Harriet

Church Services June 2026

Date North Aston Steeple Aston Tackley
Sunday 9.30am 11.00am 5.30pm
7th June Holy Communion BCP | Holy Communion BCP Evensong
Sunday 9.30am 11.00am 5.30pm
14t June Morning Prayer Family Service Holy Communion
Sunday 9.30am 11.00am 5.30pm
21st June Holy Communion Holy Communion Evensong
Sunday 9.30am 11.00am 9.30am
28t June Morning Prayer Morning Prayer Family Communion
sntchurch.com

Our church buildings are also open every day. Dofeel free to visit at any time
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ST.MARY'S CHURCH

NORTH ASTON, OX25 6AA
Sat 25" July, 7.30pm

£15 Tickets: 07913487558 or on the door,

NOURISH PILATES

Mabilily, balance, strength

Bty C1RLCH0=1 01,00 Sheapia Aalom wilage Fodl

ez abslits

Kirg Geeorge's Feld Hall
Liwwer Hayfard

Monday 18:30 - 20030
inundatian- imlermesiale

Friday 1100 - 12:00 Somarton vilege hall

Yaundilian = im prover

Friday 12.18-13.00 Somurdan vilage hall

Al kel i e walc o
E12 Drop in f £40 For o Block of & Sossions

Private 1-2-1 sessions
Bulld confldance In mosvemant £405F session

Steeple Aston footpaths guide

Are you new to the village, or
2 interested in exploring our

beautiful countryside?

Why not pick up ‘A Guide to

the Footpaths in & around the
# parish of Steeple Aston’ from
the village shop, priced at just
£2.00, to discover seven local
routes. As the last Cotswold
village, with the River Cherwell
marking the end of the
Cotswolds, the surrounding
hills and valleys bring a
pleasant air of tranquillity.
Footpaths vary in length from
2km to 5.2km with different
routes available. This
informative guide is produced
by Steeple Aston Life,
therefore, all sales help with
product costs of the magazine.
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ASHLEY SCEARCE
M: 07792 3
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# BLHLER IMSTALLATIONS

CEMTRAL HEATING AHD PLUMBIMNG INSTALLATION
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Our Bus Bartons

Serving Steeple Aston

Monday-Friday am/pm
commuter run

a scheduled service to/

from Lower Heyford

Station

« (Cur route takes us along South Side,
onto Heyford Road.

Check out our web-site at ......
www.ourbusbartons.org.uk

OR JUST SCAN THE QR CODE

Our web site has :-

Just wave us down for picking upll
We are committed to helping
people keep their independence -
we will drop people home (if

Latest Timetable
Route maps

possible) with their shopping!
» Bus passes and contactless

i nt ted
Link to our YouTube movie payments accepte

showing our excellent service

Call us for more details — 01869 699699

BUS TIMES

STAGECOACH S4 BUS SERVICE (timetable effective from 3t August 2025)

From Steeple Aston (outside Post Office) to Oxford (arrival time in italics)
Monday to Friday (excluding Public Holidays)

0619 0721 0831 0931 thenhourlyto1531 1645 1754 1849 1937 2037 2216

0703 0817 0920 1020 1620 1737 1840 1932 2022 2122 2253

Saturday

0721 0821 0931 then hourlyto 1531 1641 1746 1849 1937 2037 2216

0809 0909 1019 1619 1729 1834 1932 2022 2122 2253

Sunday (and most Public Holidays)

0907 1037 1207 1337 1507 1637 1806

0953 1123 1253 1423 1553 1723 1852

From Steeple Aston (outside Post Office) to Banbury (arrival time in italics)

Monday to Friday (excluding Public Holidays)

0758 0910 1008 then hourlyto 1508 1624 1732 1835 1933 2025 2113 2213 2341
0837 0947 1045 1545 1703 1809 1909 2006 2055 2142 2242 0009
Saturday

0758 0908 1008 then hourlyto 1508 1608 1718 1828 1927 2025 2113 2213 2341
0737 0837 0945 1545 1645 1755 1905 1958 2053 2142 2242 0009
Sunday (and most Public Holidays)

0917 1044 1214 1344 1514 1644 1814 1944

0956 1122 1252 1422 1552 1722 1852 2022

Times subject to change. Before starting your journey, please check the timetables at:Stagecoachbus.com/timetables

43



Local /nformation

Steeple Aston Sport & Recreation Centre and Field

Latting charges = The Spart & Bec is availabla o hire
Sacial Function peak timas E5E = The *Friendly® spnce - the idest venue for smoller parties,
[DEII}' up to 6 hours trom Bpm) children's parties and get ragethers

: : * Meed more spooe? Hire the Sport & RBac snd Village Hall
Social Function off-peak times E27.50 rogether

[Daily up to 5 hours befor Spm)
*= Farmastic playground |Ust outside

Meeting of represented cluba . E11 . * INDBFMEE

(Daily per session up to 2 hours) = Full disabled access, toilets, showens and changing rooms

Caution monay for private lettings E£100 = High guality grass plasing field with power supgly far football,
Bloek bookings for social events rarguesss, pvents atc, [Gomtact us for detads and availability)
15% discount for 8 or more bookings in advence = Small kitchien and sepanmte bar

+  Foom for anolnd 50 saated

| Contact ue If youwish to hire the field or use the
changing facilitics
Letting Agent - Angela Smith 07734 112967 i Parking

rec.tru E!‘t_@gu E_:g'll.E I'I!‘!E_il-ﬂ_l_:_lr'l'l = Ragularevents includs Home Educaticn,
! Babens & Toodlars, Browries, Aftar Schgg
Chair = Targuil Malusky 018653 347014 Club, Bridge and of coursa the Football

| Tremzurer — Chris Cooper | 01869347173 | Club (s Deen guing Bince 18981]

= BErpnd-new progecior with refroacable scresn

STEEPLE ASTON Sat/Sun & Bank | Sat/Sun & Bank
Monday to Friday Holidays Holidays

VILLAGE HALL Before 6pm | &pm to Midnight |

Steeple & Middle Aston Village Residents [ Voluntary Groups

wiww. savh.org.uk

All Facilities £10 per howur £10 per hour £15 per howur
(Main Hall, Kitchen and | [£20 min charge) | (£40 min charge) | (£60 min charge)
Meeting Room | £75 Deposit £75 Depasit £200 Depersit

MNon-Residents/Commercial Organisations

All Facilitles £10 per hour £13 per hour E£20 per hour
(Main Hall, Kitchen and | (£20 min charge) | (£40 min charge) | (E80 min charge)
Meeting Room) £75 Deposit £200 Deposit | E200 Deposit
= Qur hall is avallabla to hires All Hirers
Ichaal site far pﬂ'ﬂ!‘!, mecaptions, £8 per hour
saminars, exhibitions and workshops Main Hall (£10 min charge) Mot available to book separately
= Fulll width ralsed stage and well - E75 Deposit
equipped Kitchen
ES per hour ; 1
savh.org.uk/ocontaot-us Meating Room 5 Check availability with Letting Agent
or call 07734 112967 LM i chargel

See wehsite ht‘rp‘.:l."ll'uw.'h.nrﬁ W l:lu"u'ill.agn:' hall-hire 'In:'i“._," for full details
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HARRIS’S STD RES & Steeple Aston and Middle Aston

Rubbish bin collection day

pGST OFF|C E is THURSDAY.

Opening howrs: June 2026:
7.30am = 7.30pm (Mon-Fr) Thursday 4" Green
B.00am = 7 .30pm (Sat) Thursday 11" Blue and brown
8.00am — 6.00pm (Sun) Thursday 18" Green L™

Thursday 25" Blue and brown

PRODUCTS AVAILABLE

Fresh bread from Nash's Bakery,
Fraesh meat and pouitry.

July 2026:
Thursday 2@  Green

th
Qualty ozen ohand s food ey o, Susendtn  [SL
g8 eggs. Thursday 23 Blue and brown -|ji-"f'

Bread rolls and bagueties baked dally on the premises.
Cakas: a taste of home-mada.
Off-icence with a wide range of beers,
wines and spinls,
Frash frulf and vegetables.
Top-up for mobiles, gas and eleciric.
Fax and pholocopying Sorvices,

Thursday 30" Green

Food caddy is collected weekly

Batteries and small electrical items packed in
clear plastic bags and placed on the top of any bin
lid collected weekly.

N LD’T E-‘Jﬂ'ﬂcf:'-’-"ﬁ W'zl'?!- Glass bottles and jars can now be placed in blue
RO LONNY SO 300 -t ore recycling bin or approved recycling sacks — please
Thank you all for your continued suppart. rinse items first to remove any residues. No need

Please kel us know of any ideas or suggestions of ways | to remove labels/lids.
in which we can extend our services fo you.

Tal: 01869 340201 Please consult the Cherwell District Council website
a-mail: raj487 8@ hotmail.com for further details of collections: cherwell.gov.uk/
recycling

Rail travel:

Our nearest local train station is at Lower Heyford, but for more frequent service, villagers often
use Oxford Parkway, Bicester Village and Bicester North.

Oxford Parkway, Bicester Village and Bicester North: The trains at these stations are operated by
Chiltern Railways. There are frequent services to London Marylebone via High Wycombe, to
Oxford and to Birmingham via Banbury. Go to chilternrailways.co.uk for times, fares, and real-
time running information. There is a minibus service between the two Bicester stations, but no bus
service to Steeple Aston. There is a taxi rank at both stations: 001 Alpha Cars 01869 252 525;
Bicester Cars Ltd 01869 908 908; Arora Cars Bicester Taxis 01869 247 247. The S4 bus from
Oxford Parkway Station comes to Steeple Aston, but there is no taxi rank. Taxis can be booked in
advance from: Kidlington Cars 07766 207 260; 001 Cars 01865 240 000; London Oxford Taxis
(Oxford) 01865 406 070; Oxford Cars (Oxford) Taxis 01865 406 070.

Heyford: Heyford station is unmanned and is about a twenty-minute walk down the hill from
Steeple Aston. The trains are operated by First Great Western. This service runs between Banbury
and London Paddington, often requiring changes at Oxford, Didcot Parkway or Reading. Go

to firstgreatwestern.co.uk for times, fares and real-time running information (N.B. key in Heyford,
not Lower Heyford).

More information on rail services from nationalrail.co.uk or thetrainline.com
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Check the village website at steepleaston.org.uk/home/calendar for any changes.

Steeple Aston Calendar

Please send details of events for July and August to editorsalife@gmail.com

Month Event Venue Time

June

Thursday 4th June Guided Tour of Rousham House (organised by Anne Haymes) Rousham 2.00pm

Sunday 7th June Heritage busrides (free) at the Bus Museum LongHanborough ~ [12.15pm & 2.15pm
Tuesday 9th June WI: SueSmith - Sue's visit to Australia - textile artists demonstration Village Hall 7.00pm
Wednesday 10th June | Garden Club visit Rousham 6.30pm

Thursday 11th June | Golf Society meet - Olton Golf Club, Solihull Solihull 11.30am

Sunday 14th June SAL July copy and advert deadlines

Monday 15th June Parish Council meeting S & R Building 7.30pm

Tuesday 16th June Valentines: Music from the 50s & 60s Village Hall 2.30pm

Thursday 18th June | Steeple Aston Cricket Club at King's Head, Bledington Bledington 6.00pm

Sunday 21st June Deddington Open Gardens Deddington church  {2.00pm - 5.00pm
Sunday 21st June Heritage bus rides (free) at the Bus Museum on Fathers' Day Long Hanborough  [12.15pm & 2.15pm
Wednesday 24th June | Valentines: Boat trip Hobbs of Henley including meal onboard Henley

Wednesday 24th June |National Festival Circus - two show times available (SA Pre-School) Robinsons Close 4.00pm & 5.30pm
Saturday 27th June  [Farmers' Market Deddington 9.00am - 12.30pm
Saturday 27th June SACS - Meddiin' with Musicals! - A summer concert Village Hall 6.30pm for 7.00pm
July

Sunday 5th July Steeple Aston Cricket Club - v - Moo Cow Club Great Tew CC 2.00pm

Sunday 12th July Steeple Aston Church Fete Robinsons Close 2.00pm

Tuesday 14th July WI: Afternoon tea party at the Sports & Rec S & R Building 4.00pm

Tuesday 14th July |SAL August copy and advert deadlines

Wednesday 15th July |Golf Society Meet - The Vale Golf Club, Pershore Pershore 10.30am
Saturday 18th July Tribute Music Festival at Middle Aston House Middle Aston House |2.00pm

Sunday 19th July Steeple Aston Cricket Club -v-TBC Great Tew CC 2.00pm

Monday 20th July Parish Council meeting S & R Building 7.30pm

Tuesday 21st July Valentines: Tea at Rousham (meet outside the house) Rousham 2.30pm
Wednesday 22nd July | Valentines: Coach Trip to Bath Bath

Saturday 25th July Farmers' Market Deddington 9.00am - 12.30pm
Saturday 25th July Moonrakers - Celtic, traditional & contemporary concert - St Mary's Church [ North Aston 7.30pm

Sunday 26th July Steeple Aston Cricket Club - v- TBC Great Tew CC 2.00pm

Pilates. Village Hall. 2.00pm - 3.00pm & 3.15pm - 4.15pm - Mondays
Choral Society Rehearsals. Village Hall - 7.45pm- Mondays
Badminton. Village Hall - 10.00am - 12.30pm - Tuesdays
Bell Ringing practice. Church Tower - 7.30pm - Tuesdays
Walking Netball. Village Hall - 10.15am - Wednesdays
Brownies. Sport & Rec Centre - 6.00pm - 7.30pm - Wednesdays
Toddler Group. Sport & RecCentre - 9.30am - 11.30am - Thursdays

Badminton. Village Hall - 8.00pm - Thursdays

Village History Centre (SAVA). 10.00am - 12 noon - Saturdays

Steeple Aston Life is published by Steeple Aston Life Committee

Printed by: Joshua Horgan Print & Design

Unit 2 Glenmore BusinessCentre, Range Road, Witney, OX29 0AA Tel: 01865246762

e-mail: print@joshuahorgan.co.uk

The views expressed are not necessarily the views of the Editor or the Committee.
Readers are recommended to seek appropriate financial or legal advice before entering
into any binding agreement with advertisers, as appropriate
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Home-made food

> Weddings and Family Celebrations
> Dinner Parties

> Afternoon Tea

> Dwinks Party Canapes

> Ralls & Banguet calering

> Themed Tvents - Including - Mexican, Tapas, Bbq's, Paella & Spit Roasts
> Bustness and Corporate Fvents and Meetings

i i i ] [ i i i i i i
SR e e e e g i H | H I I FHIEHIETey

sandjcuisine@hotmailco.uk
Call Sally on 07786131667
(hr fasmin on 07801975210

IR LR I TR T 1S

l..l

Indian block printing supplies, tuition, and
space for anvone to find joy and confidence
through traditional craft & creativity.

kits& g block printing g studio
supplies workshops sessions

ll_n?---.l....-lirli.-lll!
visit us; follow us:
The Studio,

www.theindianblockprintco.com
2 Lakeside Farm

Middle Aston 0 @ E-ii'thr:indianblﬂckprintcn
QX235 5PFP

47



Improving the lives of
a r pets and their
Ve tS owners’

= Family-friendly, caring, local vets

Experts in treating dogs, cats and family pets

Open 7 days a week
Modern premises with excellent facilities
Dedicated Night Nurses

24/7 emergency care provided by our own vets R C

Bicester 01869 3 =
f @ Waddesdon 01296 EE |___|[;r,j ACCREDITED
: www hartvets.co.uk P RACT I C E

LL AMIMAL HOSPETAL

ALL MANORS

Whatevar the size or ghde, aveny
property is a home - thal's wiy we d i \

treat every one a castle. To discuss
YO manor, simply give us a call,

&G 343 G0
cridlands.co.uk




