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Kirtlington Property Maintenance

Local and reliable home and garden
improvements, maintenance and repairs

Painting and decorating internal and external
Household repairs

Various jobs inside and out

Garden maintenance

Pressure washing

Landscaping including fencing, gates,
decking, turfing, patios, driveways,
shed/base installation etc.

Competitive rates, fully insured
and references available on request

No job is too small — please call Noel Price
on 07884 185171 or 01869 351619

or email noelprice@btinternet.com

www.kirtlingtonpropertymaintenance.com

For domestic and commercial cleaning

please call Jayne Price on 07795 055202

[COMPUTERPRO]

IT Support &
Computer Repair

Repairs & Phone &
Upgrades Tablet

Wifi Issues & @ Online
Installation Security

Data Backup Onsite
& Recovery o Support

0o o X

Cloud Remote
Services Support
New & Refurb & Recycling
Machines &3 Sservice

Supporting Oxfordshire’s homes &
small businesses for over 20 years

01869 352002

hello@computer-pro.co.uk www.computer-pro.co.uk
Heyford Park Innovation Centre, 77 Heyford Park, OX25 5HD

The Grain Store Café

The Atrium Wellness Spa
Reformer Pilates

Bulb Hair Salon

Lisa Jayne Art Studio
BEAT Fitness Gym

Egg Box Self Storage

Body Performance Therapy
Middle Aston Pet Supplies
Flora & Fauna - Florist
Polly Pincott —Portrait Artist

www.thehatchery.uk
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Steeple Aston Directory

Allotments (Church) SACAA
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Archive (SAVA)

Baby and toddler group

Badminton (Tuesday mornings)

Badminton (Thursday evenings)

Beekeepers (Swarm collection, advice)

Bell ringers
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Brownies

Catholic Church - St Teresa'’s

Cherwell District Council

Cherwell District Councillor (Deddington Ward)
Oxfordshire County Councillor (Deddington Ward)
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Church of England (St Peter & St Paul)
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Clir David Rogers

Clir Gareth Epps

Bev Davies

Rev'd Harriet Orridge

Eileen Baglin-Jones, Graham Clifton
Rev'd Paul Carter

Tim Bailey

Peter Higgins

Maggie Rampley
Patient Triage

Deddingtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Graham Porcas - grahamporcas@btconnect.com

Stuart Baillie
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Alan Brewer
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Cathy Fleet
(non-emergency)

Raj

Angela Smith
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Merrill Bayley

Julie Hillier
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01869 347033
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07817 025948

01869 340132

07484 158642

01295 227001

david.rogers@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Gareth.epps@oxfordshire.gov.ukd

01869 347684

01869 932224
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01869 347240
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01869 943573
0300 303 0125,
01869 347802
01869 349185
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Editorial

As I write, spring has definitely sprung, bringing much needed sunshine
to lift our spirits. By the time you read this, the spring horticultural show
will have taken place, and will feature in the May issue. Hope you were a
winner, but if not, that you enjoyed taking part in this annual treat.

We’ll be going through the SAL survey results shortly, so thanks to all
who contributed, and look out for some subtle changes to SAL in the
coming months as we respond to your suggestions. It was heartwarming
to find that so many of you enjoy learning about our local history. We are
lucky to have Steeple Aston Village Archive (SAVA) in our midst,
enabling access to so much historical data and fascinating photos of times
gone by. This issue includes articles on the recently dismantled Brasenose
Farm Windpump; the traditional craft of thatching; and the history of Dr
Samuel Radcliffe — a character who features prominently in the village.
His legacy provides some funds for the school and scholarships to help
those in need, and there are events planned for next month to honour his
contribution to our local community.

Finally, as we celebrate Easter, why not test your family’s knowledge by
tackling the Easter quiz. Happy Easter!

Carol

Steeple Aston Lifej
ADVERTISING

All adverts, and all advertising queries
(availability, prices, dimensions, suitability of
Hlustrations, ete.) to Zazi Barrell

Salife.advertising@gmail.com

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
The deadline for adverts for the May 2026 issue is
Tuesday 14t April

ADVERTISING RATES
Ya page - £10
72 page - £18
Full page (village events only) - £20.00




Steeple Aston Noticeboard

Frank Philip Damm 07.08.1952 - 18.02.2026

Frank lived in Grange Park, Steeple Aston, with his wife Sheila and
two sons, Alex and Chris, for 40 years. Frank was an active member of
the golf society and football club, playing in his earlier years and
latterly being Secretary and Chairman.

Frank’s funeral will take place at the North Oxford Crematorium and
Memorial Park, Tackley, Kidlington, OX5 3ER on Thursday 2" April
2026 at 12 noon (family flowers only). The celebration of his life will
continue at The Deddington Arms, Deddington, OX15 OSH. If you
would like to make a donation in Frank’s name, the family have
chosen the following charities to support: The British Heart
Foundation or The Lymphoma Research Foundation.

Potholes update

It’s that time of year just after winter, when we see the full effects of freezing conditions resulting in
potholes and other defects on our roads. It has become fashionable to knock the local authorities who are
working hard to repair our roads with minimal support from central government, so please be supportive of
their efforts. Everyone involved is working hard to maintain roads in workable condition within very tight
financial constraints.

So how does it work? In Oxfordshire we have the Fix My Street scheme which your PC was an early
supporter of and as a result Steeple Aston is well looked after. [ am the local FMS SuperUser, meaning that
I can contact the repair contractors and directly action defects raised on the FMS system without a visit from
an Oxfordshire Highways inspector. There are very strict criteria, most notably that the depth of any pothole
has to be more than 40mm to be able to action. Most reports made on FMS exaggerate the depth, meaning I
cannot proceed and they are left under review until deep enough. It would probably make more sense to fix
minor defects before they become major ones, but the rules are decreed by our councillors, so please take it
up with them rather than me, as I have to follow the rules or else my white paint spray can be confiscated!

Once I have actioned a report, it is marked with white paint and fixed within 28 days using a permanent
repair method rather than the temporary patching previously used. Progress! However, we still have a
problem in Steeple Aston where years of temporary patching has resulted in an uneven patchwork of bumps
and hollows which need attention. Much of South and North Side are overdue for resurfacing which is
outside the FMS scheme and we are proposing to Oxford Highways that they need to include this in their
plans. Councillor Epps is very supportive of our efforts and we are hopeful of results this year.

I have been unable to do much yet this year being out of action for two months, but am now back in the
saddle with the backlog actioned. By the time this is published, I hope that most of the repairs requested

will have been completed. So please use the system, it does work. Either raise a report directly on the FMS
website or simply contact me or the parish clerk. When reporting directly online, please keep your report
factual and accurate. All reports will be inspected, but if they are inaccurate or don’t comply, they will be left
for further inspection and future review which causes more work for all involved. If any doubts or queries
then please contact me.

Graham Porcas - Tel: 01869 347240
Email: grahamporcas@btconnect.com




Dear Editor,

I would like to draw the village’s attention to the opportunistic application by the developer, Richborough,

to build a further 475 houses on top of the existing application by Dorchester Living to build 9,000 houses at
Heyford Park. This is on farmland next to the Heyford Leys Mobile Home Park. Once productive farmland
is built on, it is lost forever. Developers should be building on the brownfield site of the former airfield, NOT
on fields. The countryside between Heyford Park and the villages is not ‘spare land’. It provides separation,
tranquility and identity to our villages. If this is approved, it sets a dangerous precedent for the farmland
belonging to New College, Oxford in the Dorchester Living proposal. This land was deliberately excluded
from allocation - the local plan should be respected.

Our roads are at breaking point. Alongside all of the five other massive developments proposed, this will
contribute to a further 85,000 extra car journeys to our roads a day. The flood risk is real. Hard surfaces
replace natural drainage. Engineered water systems manage water, they do not eliminate danger. The
proposed development is on a field several metres above and sloping down to a branch of the Gallos Brook
around which the Heyford Leys Mobile Home Park for the retired and semi-retired is situated. In extreme
rainfall, which we are increasingly experiencing, the brook floods all around the mobile homes closest to the
brook leaving the elderly residents trapped. The brook then continues down to the SSSI Weston Fen Nature
Reserve and the village of Weston-on-the-Green both of which also flood. Therefore further construction on
this site will only exacerbate already serious local flooding issues.

Lastly, there are serious concerns over contamination at the former airbase, including that of PFAS of toxic
and carcinogenic ‘forever chemicals’ from historic use of fire-fighting foam on the airfield. There must be
full site and water surveys carried out before any further building. We need as many of you as possible to
object. The deadline has already passed, but you can still legally object by emailing the council with your
name and address to: planning@cherwell-dc.gov.uk and quoting the reference no 25/03343/0OUT.

Thank you, Charlotte Harris

DORCHESTER LIVING APPLICATION FOR RICHBOROUGH AFFLICATION FOR
9,000 DWELLINGS 475 DWELLINGS

af tarmland ewned bar
lu" MEW COLLEGE, DXEORD
Ttznrid Palfreyman, Bursar,
bursarétnes oxaculs




Horse & Groc)m, Caulcott

Jerome and StaccH Prig'cn‘t

Excellent home cooked food with a Mrench bwist,
in a traditional country E:-ul'r setting,
DPﬂI‘IiI‘IS hours:

Weds_Sat fl—ﬁ]::m and 6—!IFm
Sun: L’.—_'ﬁF-m
w.hur&cam:lgmmcadmttm.uk

WA NG
NTBA L (]N REFEALD
WALI(ING NETBALL

Not played since school days?
Come and join us for exercise and fun

Every Wednesday 10.15am
Steeple Aston Village Hall

Merrill.bayley@gmail.com
01869 347802

NORTH ASTON FARMS & DAIKRS

Organic, pasture-fed meat, ice cream & more - on your doorstep!

Order online

Farmers’ Market

Join a milk round

Order ice cream and

pasture-fed meat from the

Free delivery
within 15 miles
(on orders over £100) or

collection from the farm

Find us at Deddington

Farmers’ Market on the
farm fourth Saturday of every
month

Fresh dairy
Pasture-fed meat

Ice cream

Twice-weekly deliveries
Monthly invoice
Reusable glassware

Delivery before 7.30am

Milk, yoghurt & cream
plus extras including
kefir, eggs, meat

& ice cream

Find out more at www.northastonfarms.co.uk




Steeple People

Linda Watkins

Which village do you live in, & for how long? Steeple Aston — 16 years.

Where did you move from and what brought you here and what do you like best
about living here? We used to live in Upper Heyford, but had to move as our cottage
was too small for three young children. Two were already at Dr Radcliffe’s School so
we looked for a place in Steeple Aston. The view over fields from our house, friendly
people and the proximity to lovely countryside.

A potted history of yourself in 40 words or less: Born in Coventry, school in Warwick,
languages at Exeter University, moved to Oxford, met husband, got cats, played
guitar in bands (Death by Crimpers and Passion Play), had children, worked in
publishing and then in schools once children started school.

How do others see you in five words? | asked my three children and husband and added one for myself and came up
with: stressy (x2), kind, funny, hard-working.

What do others find most annoying about you? | still relentlessly attempt to get my now-adult children to get off their
phones, get fresh air and exercise, etc. etc., which irritates them (and me).

Early bird or night owl? Cat or dog? Both — | don’t sleep enough. Cats — | love the way everything has to be on their
terms, and the miracle that they smell so nice when they wash themselves in fishy saliva.

Town or countryside? Gym or ramble? Countryside; ramble (the exercise classes | go to in Somerton are great too).

What did you want to be when you grew up? A teacher, but when | actually started training to be a teacher, it took me
a couple of weeks to realise it wasn’t for me!

What was your first job? And your current job? My first (and also worst) job was a Product Language Assistant at an
electronic games company. My languages are French and German, so, bafflingly, they gave me instruction manuals
to translate from English into Swedish and Portuguese. This was before the days of Google Translate, so | was
armed with only a couple of dictionaries. | can only imagine what the manuals were like! | currently work as an
administrator in a primary school near Oxford, plus freelance editing/proofreading work when time allows.

What’s your guilty pleasure? Mochas from Costa.

Who is your favourite musician and track? | used to be a goth in my younger days and am still stuck in the 80s, so
anything by Sisters of Mercy, Xmal Deutschland, Mission, Cure etc. Favourite Track: ‘See You’ by Depeche Mode, as
it takes me straight back to village hall discos of the 80s.

What is your best loved book & your favourite author? | loved ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time’ by
Mark Haddon. Apart from that, | like anything gripping, e.g. books by Kate Atkinson, Elly Griffiths, Lucy Foley.

What do you like to cook/bake? | enjoy ‘garlic cooking’ as my daughter used to put it (i.e. savoury food rather than
baking). | love researching recipes for curries, chillis etc. and spending time in the kitchen first thing on a weekend
morning, then people can help themselves later whenever they want some. Eating is chaotic in our house as
everyone is in and out all the time and so we tend to eat different things at different times.

If you could travel anywhere, where would it be? Somewhere peaceful and scenic, like the Norwegian Fjords or the
Black Forest. | used to travel to Germany a lot as a child as my mum is German and we had relatives there.

What was your favourite holiday destination & why? Krakow. | went there with my daughter last year and it's a
beautiful city with so much to see both in the city itself and the surrounding area. It has a huge market square with
loads of beautifully lit heated outdoor restaurants, all serving amazing cocktails, which is a bonus.

If you were marooned on a desert island, what would you miss most? Apart from family, cats, friends, | would really
miss routine. It would kill me. | would have to impose some sort of pointless schedule to fill my days.

Something surprising that you excel at? Parallel parking.



Change How You Feel

Trauma Informed Counselling

Unlack Your Potential: how to master Biology and Science with Expert and Psychotherapy
Guidancel ‘Moving forward with confidence’

Biology A-level and GCSE Science Tutoring &

Facing difficult memaries & emaotions - or stuck
patterns, beliefs & phobias - on your own can
feel overwhelming - where do you start?

Starting Biology A-level this year? Struggling with GCSE Sciences or Biology?
Meed help to baost your grades? Let me help you succeed in your studies

What | Offer: Together, we'll get to the roat of it, bringing

) ) ~ yaur whole being into balance — empowering
« One-to-one tutaring sessions tailared to your needs /9 you to be yourself and live life to the full, with
+ Clear explanations of complex topics Al no limitations!
+ Proven strategies for exam success
« Flexible online or in-person sessions X | can help you to:
+ Suppart with revisian and exam preparation + Process traumatic memories and feelings
« Overcome fears and phobias
Why Choose Me? + Break patterns of self-doubt & reactivity
+ Experienced and qualified tutor with a passion for Biology * Relieve anxiety & stress ol el
+ Approachable, informal, friendly and suppartive teaching style » Trust in your own choices and actions
« Results-driven approach, focused on understanding and application * Regulate your own nervous system
o Al UK exam boards covered, incliding IB s Find self-belief & inner-trust - Feel Freal!
v Based in Lower Heyford, and as modbile as required
i | - \
*CRONRICSERN. I L rone I Let's make meaningful  CONTACT SALIMA MCKNIGHT :
& [EAndande certingation Ehﬂl‘lgﬂ tugn‘thar! '::'?55"1 6':"5 EI'EE'
Contact Me Today to schedule your first session and start improving your Getintouchforafree  salima@innervisionstherapies.com
Science and Biology skills! consultation. Www.innervisiontherapies.com
Mob:- 07415 062 942 paris.michaglides | @gmall.com Bl £ INNERVISION
[ Oxford area or Online

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING IN THE COMFORT
& SAFETY OF YOUR OWN HOME

Friendly, mobile hairdressing service All equipment fully sanitized before
for the Cherwell district. every appointment for your protection.
x Fully insured and DBS checked. (x 30 years hair cutting experience.

call DAVID on 07775 806655 or 01869 346910

david@cutshair.co.uk » www.davidcutshair.com
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What do you know about Easter? A quiz for all the family

What is the traditional flower of Easter?

Which country produced the world's largest Easter Egg?

Inwhich century did the Easter Bunny originate - 16™, 17™ or 18™?

Easter Island forms part of which South American country?

Which famous jewellery firm is renowned for designing jewel-encrusted eggs?
Which country produced the world's largest Easter egg hunt?

If you don't want bad luck, what should you not do on Good Friday?

What meat is traditionally eaten on Easter Sunday?

V0 N O W

How many cream eggs does Cadbury sell each year - 200, 250 or 300 million?

—_
o

. How many marzipan balls should sit on top of a Simnel cake?

. What is the Egg a symbol of?

. When it comes to eating chocolate bunnies, what do 76% of people eat first?

. What does the cross represent on the top of a hot cross bun?

. Which Disney film does the rabbit Thumper appear in?

. Alice attended a tea party with the Mad Hatter, the Dormouse and what other
furry character?

. What was the name of the book written by Richard Adams where rabbits flee
their home to find a new colony, travelling farther than a rabbit ever has
before?

17. Name one of Peter Rabbit's three siblings?

18. In the 2014 film 'The dog who saved Easter’, what breed of dog was Zeus?

19. Which actor turned director, directed the 2004 film 'The Passion of Christ'?

20. What item does the white rabbit in Alice in Wonderland always carry with him?

(Answers on page 41)
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BACK PAIN, SPORTS
INJURY

& HEADACHE CLINIC

Especially for long term pain and problems

Hector Wells Bsc (Hons).DO.
Laura Humphries Ostegpath
Both University Clinical Osteopathic Tutors for over 15 years

Back, Neck, Sciatica, Frozen Shoulder
Knees and Hips, Pregnancy Backs
Baby Sleep/Colic Clinic
Recurrent Headaches, Migraine
Mental Wellbeing Clinic (also postnatal)

: W. . in,ﬁﬂm

p—

To avoid disrobing please wear leggings joggers and T-shirt

Appointments (01295) 265267

Email: rector@thes4clinic.com
www. the54clinic.com

54 Bloxham Road, Banbury, Oxon,0X16 9]JR

’L&oét BY LISA BOOTE

Reiki Master Practitioner and Teacher
{Accredited by CNHC and The Reiki Federation)

Balancing ~ Harmonising ~ Restorative

Reiki is a natural healing therapy, which
helps with a variety of conditions:

~ Alleviates stress and anxiety
~ Strengthens the immune system
eep
energy
~ Relaxes the body and mind

Visit my Reiki room in Steeple Aston to
discover how Reiki can help you.

Call on: 07879448674 or
Email: lisa.reikif@outlook.com
Find me on Instagram (@reiki lisaboote
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Tranquil room in Aynho offering a
range of massage treatments:

& Relaxing massage

® Deep tissue massage

8 Sports massage

& Pregnancy massage

& |ndian head massage

Call Jo on 07751 684693 or email
easemassagetherapies@gmail.com

www.easemassagetherapies.co.uk

L BEERS ACUPUNCTURE
EVIDENCE-BASED ACUPUNCTURE FOR:

«  Acute and chronic pain relief
* Psychological and mood support
+  Women's health and fertility

¢

The Atrium
The Hatchery
Middle Aston

OX2550L

Scan to book or contact on:

LORI@LEEERSACUPUNCTURE.COM
Q7769 981736

LORI BEERS, MAHM. Dipl. OM, M.AAC




Letter from Westminster

SAL’s regular epistle from our MP, Sean Woodcock

Working for You in Westminster: Much of my time has been dedicated to committee work and legislative scrutiny,
including my work on the Finance Bill Committee ensuring that national fiscal policy remains robust and fair. On
the Housing, Communities and Local Government Committee, we continue to look at the vital issues affecting local
councils and the delivery of housing. The new Homelessness Strategy, backed by £3.6 billion, includes three
pledges to be achieved by the end of this Parliament: to halve long-term rough sleeping, end the unlawful use of
B&Bs for families, and prevent more households from becoming homeless in the first place. | attended a dedicated
drop-in session to discuss the impact of social media on young people and how we can better protect children in
the digital age. Lots of constituents have emailed their views on this, and | would encourage anyone who is
interested to contribute to the national consultation. At a rural reception with the Royal Agricultural Benevolent
Institution Farmers Charity, | discussed the unique challenges facing our farming community and how we can
support them.

Across the Constituency: It was a pleasure to visit several schools and community hubs to see the incredible work
being done on the ground, and to speak with students and staff about the challenges and triumphs in our local
education system. | spent time at Banbury Sure Start, seeing firsthand the essential support they provide to young
families in our community. | chaired a seminar on the Oxford to Cambridge growth corridor - a vital project for our
regional economy, and how essential it is that we balance growth with the needs of existing residents. As always, if
anyone needs my support, please do email my office at sean.woodcock.mp@parliament.uk

Sean

( Q}) THE VALENTINE CLUB

Dare I say it? “Spring is here.” Well, that’s what my calendar said, so it must be true. With all that’s going on in the
world, it’s nice to be able to report on the better things in life. Meeting up with friends and listening to some great
music, enjoying the opportunity to see some of our more junior members of society singing and obviously enjoying the
occasion. This is how the club spent a glorious afternoon in March, first by being serenaded by class five from Dr
Radcliffe’s School with a variety of songs, some with a comical touch, then having the privilege of inviting Debi to the
club to sing her way through songs of the 70s and onwards through the past decades. All this accompanied by
homemade cake, freshly made sandwiches and copious cups of tea or coffee. At this point, I should point out that all
the food is made and provided by club members and served up by an amazing group of volunteers, who assure me they
are not eligible to join the club just yet. What a way to spend an afternoon!

Onto April and it all starts to happen. First, we welcome Mel Harvey to the club on 14" April, a week earlier than
usual, to mesmerise us with his magical skills whilst telling us all about “My Life as a Member of the Inner Magic
Circle with Gold Star”. The following week, 40 plus members and friends make their way to South Somerset for five
days of relaxation. Well, I’m not sure about that, as we have a full itinerary of activities whilst away. I suggested to
some members of the group, please, no axe-throwing this time as the nearest hospital is some distance away! Then, at
the end of the month we are off to Sudeley Castle for a visit to this historic venue and, of course, a meal is included.

I can now confirm that, with the very generous grant aid provided by The National Lottery, we have booked The Holt
for 15t December for a three-course meal with entertainment, all at no charge for members. Someone said to me when I
retired, won’t you be bored with nothing to do? As if I could be bored when I have such an amazing group of friends
who help make The Valentine Club the success it is today. To find out more, simply go to the village website
steepleaston.org.uk; go to ‘clubs and societies’ find The Valentine Club and click on the link, or just telephone me.

Richard Preston — Group organiser (for lack of a better description)
richard.prestonS@btopenworld.com — Tel: 01869 340512
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Secure Self
Storage in
Oxfordshire

Affordable | Flexible Local & Easy

eggboxstorage.com

AT BEAT

DISCOVER OXFORDSHIRE'S PREMIER TRAINING DESTINATION, RICHT ON YOUR
DOORSTEP AT THE HATCHERY. MIDDLE ASTON.

WE OFFER A TRANSFORMATIVE PERSONAL TRAINING PROGRAMME THAT GUARANTEES
RESULTS IN JUST ¢ WEEKS — SUPPORTED BY EVERYTHING YOU NEED UNMDER ONE
ROOF.

ALONGSIDE EXPERT COACHING, YOU'LL AL50C ENJOY ACCESS TO OUR CO-WORK SPACE,
MUTRITION BAR, SPECIALTY COFFEE, AND STATE-OF-THE-ART RECOVERY SUITE TO
FUEL YOUR PROGRESS EVERY STEP OF THE WAY.

TRAIN. FUEL. WORK. RECOVER.

BOOK YOUR FREE
CONSULTATION ON
07362376573
OR EMAIL
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School News

There is a new chapter happening at Dr Radcliffe’s. Due to ill health our Headteacher Rob O’Malley has made the
decision to resign as our Headteacher and will formally leave at Easter. We wish him a speedy recovery and send him
and his family our best wishes. Whilst we are saddened by this news, we fully support his decision to prioritise his
recovery. We are immensely grateful for Rob’s commitment, dedication and care to our pupils, the school team, and the
community during his time at Dr Radcliffe’s. We will miss his sense of humour, his passion for sport and his pride in the
children achieving. When the time is right, we will acknowledge his headship and ensure that he knows how grateful we
all were for his leadership.

Our priority is to ensure that the school stays in strong hands and continues to move forward. The key development
areas in our School Improvement Plan are a priority and will be developed and driven forward to improve outcomes for
all our pupils. We are fortunate to have an experienced and dedicated Senior Leadership team and our thanks to Sarah
Goldsworthy and Becky Roberts, our Assistant Heads, in stepping up to lead and support the school in Rob’s absence.
Our whole school team, who are experienced and highly skilled, have been proactive, thoughtful, and responsive in their
support. Our thanks go to each one of them for going above and beyond at short notice.

Supported by our Academy, Oxfordshire Diocesan Schools Trust, we acted quickly, thinking of our pupils and the
school community and the fact that we are due two inspections this academic year — OFSTED and SIAMs (Statutory
Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools) and were exceptionally fortunate in organising an Interim Headteacher.
Mrs Lorraine Wood, an experienced Headteacher, currently leading in another ODST school, St Francis in Oxford,
started on the first day of this term. She will be in Dr Radcliffe’s for three days a week supported by Mrs Goldsworthy
and Mrs Roberts. Mrs Wood is excited about supporting our school and has been made very welcome. The next step is
for the LGB (Local Governing Body) to begin the formal process of recruiting a permanent full-time Headteacher. The
process has begun and I look forward to letting you know who our new Headteacher will be, starting in September.

Lisa Boote, Chair of Local Governing Body

Invitation to join a Guided Tour of Rousham House

Thursday 4th June 2026 at 2.00pm

The response to my invitation in last month’s SAL has been rewardingly enthusiastic, and we now have one tour
booked, with a possible second in the offing! A few places are still available for a tour going ahead on Thursday
4t June 2026 at 2.00pm. Cost, set by Rousham, is £20 per person and includes the guided house tour at
2.00pm and access to the gardens for the day. Remember, you can ONLY go inside the house as part of an
organised group, so this is a wonderful opportunity to be shown around this magnificent and historic building. To
book your place, please contact me on 01869 347883 or email anne.haymes@btinternet.com If you can’t make
that date, but might be able to go on a Tuesday afternoon in early June, please contact me as above to express
your interest, as | may have another group going on that day, subject to sufficient numbers.

Anne Haymes

Steeple Aston Online

News, information, pictures, local directory, weather forecast,
noticeboard and much more...

Your village. Your website. Visit today!

www.steepleaston.orqg.uk
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Guy Roberts

Extension
Conversion
Refurbishment
New Build

T. 07971 970311
E: info@guyr.co.uk

WWW.QUYr.CO.UK
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Iron and Wood Ltd

the wood burning stove centre

Visit our showroom to discuss a
new Wood Burning Stove

Beaumont Road, Banbury, OX16 1RH
T: 01295 253936
E: info@ironandwood.co.uk

www.ironandwood.co.uk
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WYCHWOOD ART

GALLERY

CONTEMPORARY
ART GALLERY

Located in
Deddington

Offering carefully
selected art and free
art advice in selecting
works for your home

Try before you
buy option




[hBWI WI Report

INSPIRING WOMEN

Linda Needle had baked a delicious cake to mark the occasion of Steeple Aston WI’s birthday this month. This
branch has now been in existence, without a break, for 108 years and continues to thrive, as shown by the
presence of two new members at the March meeting. Members were invited to sign up for a walk around
Farmoor Reservoir; attend a talk about the Post Office scandal given by 'an insider’; to train as prospective
Treasurers at OFWI; and to visit Rousham House. Those members who were going to take part in the Village
Litter Pick on 14t March were promised coffee and cake as a reward for their community spirit.

One of the stated aims of the W1 is to provide life-long learning and self-development opportunities for women.
The March meeting gave a golden opportunity for learning and self-development, courtesy of the Wychwayz
Morris troupe of Morris dancers. The dancers were dressed in black with colourful strips of fabric sewn onto
their clothes to give a raggedy effect. They also sported hats adorned with feathers, bells on their shoes, and
painted faces. They told us a little about the history of Morris dancing, which almost died out completely at one
time, and followed this with an entertaining demonstration of their skills in a dance called ‘Pea and Stick’, a
traditional dance which originated in Much Wenlock and was revived in 1949. WI members were then invited to
'have a go'. The invitation was enthusiastically accepted and members were soon performing heys, side-by-side
heys, a U-shaped hey, one-hops, 1-2-3 hops, and enthusiastically clashing their heavy wooden sticks in a dance
called ‘White Ladies’. The Wychwayz Morris brought the evening to a close with ‘Black Widow', a modern
dance made up by an all-women group based in Oxford. Joining in with the dances was surprisingly tiring, but
also great fun.

Next month, we will be voting for committee members, and will also hear from SAWI member, Alyson Jaycock,
on ‘Being a Celebrant’. If you are interested in finding out more about the W1, and perhaps joining us, contact
Julie Hillier on 349185 or email J.hillier3@hotmail.co.uk

Cathy Lawday

Wychwayz Morris
dancers and (right)
Linda Needle with
her cakes.
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.
Atlas Pest and Wildlife
Control
Locally based
For all your pest problems inc.
vertebrate, invertebrate and avian
Call Phil on 07768 111491
for a prompt response

Never beaten on price or
professionalism

.I I.DA building design

L4 Feasibility & Costings

{J Planning Applications

4 Building Regulations

L4 Construction Drawings

i New Builds & Extensions

{4 Loft & Garage Conversions
i Internal Alterations

"JLDA has done 3 designs for us. The first one
has transformed our lives. The work was of the
highest quaility and the level of service
excellent." b & & &

Call now for a
Free Consultation: 01849 349825

Email: design@jlda.co.uk
Visit: www jlda.co.uk

Helping You Create a Better Home
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Paul Barber

Windows
=8
= 11
Ry 1

T: 07836 623407
E: paul@paulbarberwindows.co.uk
www.paulbarberwindows.co.uk

OVER 30YEARS FENSA

EXPERIENCE

Registered Company

WINDOWS = SECONDARY GLAZING
RESIDENTIAL DOORS = FOLDING DOORS

Safeclean

= [ GUARDSMAN

Professional Cleaning Services
The experts in cleaning:
Carpets * Upholstery * Mattresses
Oriental rug cleaning *Stain removal

All our work is fully insured and guaranteed.
We are DBS checked & adhere to all current
government guidelines.

Contact Russ Vernon,
for your free, no obligation quote:

Email: rvernonsafeclean@gmail.com

Mobile: 07825 918946 -

www.safeclean.co.uk




The Dr Radcliffe’s School Foundation Financial Awards

As many of you may know, our village school was first established by Samuel Radcliffe in 1640. He was
an Oxford academic, Principal of Brasenose College Oxford and Rector of Steeple Aston. On his death
he bequeathed property and money to support the school and fund the education of young people in the
parish. Our village school flourishes today, in part, because of that very generous donation which has
been managed by Dr Radcliffe’s School Foundation Trustees over the centuries. Dr Radcliffe’s School
Foundation also awards money every year to scholarships in training and education for young people
aged 16-25 years. It has been a real pleasure for me to chair the scholarship committee for several years
and assist young people at the start of their careers. Over many years, we have helped support young
people taking apprenticeships, at college or university. The Scholarship Committee always try to allocate
money to those in greatest need. This has enabled some young people to stay in education or training,
for whom, without this money, it would have been extremely difficult. This year, the Scholarship awarded
a total of almost £23,000 to young people studying a range of subjects including veterinary science,
construction, law, police apprenticeship, textile design, business management, social care and physics
with astronomy. Some of the award recipients have written statements below, which it is my pleasure to
share with you. If you are a young person aged 16-25 who would benefit from an award, please do
consider applying for next year. Details and a link to the application form will be available on the village
website from August.

‘The scholarship has been incredibly helpful to me over the past few years of my studies. Knowing that this
support was available eased financial pressure and allowed me to focus more confidently on my academic
work. It has also opened doors to many different opportunities, for which | am very thankful.’

‘I have been a recipient of the Dr Radcliffe’s Scholarship over the past few years and am hugely grateful for
the support it has provided during my Veterinary Science degree. The award has helped me to get the most
out of my clinical placements, from formative first opinion clinics to referral practices. This year, | am
particularly excited to put the scholarship towards an Official Veterinarian certificate recognised by the Food
Standards Agency, an area | am enthusiastic about and a valuable additional skill as | begin my career.’

‘I am extremely grateful to have received this award and can confidently say that my university experience
would have been very different without its support. The award has played a crucial role in supporting my
academic development by funding educational trips and essential reading materials for my dissertations. It
has also significantly reduced the financial stress | was experiencing, particularly as my entire student
maintenance loan is allocated towards rent. This relief has allowed me to focus fully on my studies and make
the most of my time at university. Beyond its academic and financial impact, the award has also enabled me
to maintain meaningful connections with my family. It has allowed me to travel home for important occasions
such as Christmas and birthdays, moments that would otherwise have been out of reach. Being able to spend
this time with my family has meant more to me than | can express and has provided invaluable emotional
support throughout my studies.’

‘l am incredibly pleased to have received the Dr Radcliffe’s scholarship award for the past few years in
support of the sport | have spent most my life doing - sailing. As you’d probably think, sailing isn’t the
cheapest sport, so having financial funding is very important in order to compete at the highest level, hence
why the support by the trust is so important to me. It allows me to continue travelling abroad for training and
competitions, and to keep the boat in ship shape order to perform as well as possible in these competitions. |
am very thankful and hope that it helps me in the long run of achieving my goal of getting to the Olympics!’

‘The Dr Radcliffe's Scholarship has been instrumental in helping me further my education from teenage years
and into the beginning of my career as a young adult. The scholarship has enabled me to establish myself as
a junior graphic designer in a new city, facilitating my study on my dream university course. | am so grateful
for the support the Trust has given me and would encourage anyone to use the scholarship to help them on
the road to success.’

‘The Dr Radcliffe's trust has benefited me in so many different ways and has helped me get through the
academic year without having to worry about money all the time. Without it | would struggle to enjoy myself in
ways | would ideally like. The Trust fund has helped me pay for extra-curricular activities to keep me busy,
combined with paying for food and bills for the house. Once again, | thank you all collectively for this funding.’

Tina Ferguson - Chair of the Dr Radcliffe’s School Foundation Scholarship Committee
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Celebrating Dr Radcliffe -

events in May in Steeple Aston

Fundraising Concert for Steeple Aston Church
and Dr Radcliffe’s Primnary School

Saturday 16 May, 6.30pm at the Chutch

We are pleased to welcome the Choir of Brasenose College, Oxford, and pupils from Dr
Radcliffe’s Primary School, for 4 concert and readings, curated by Nicholas Cleobury,
celebrating the life of the church’s o century Rector, founder of the school, and Principal of

Brasenose College, Dr Samuel Radcliffe,

The programme will include music from Gibbons to Wesley, Mendelssohn and Taure, and a

secting of Thomas Traherne (Brasenose 1652 - 1656) by Philip Ledger.

Tickets for the concert (£15), or for the concert and a post-concert supper at the
Village Hall (£30), are available (in the village) from Margaret Bullyment (ring 01869
347346 or email mtheb749(@ gmail.com) or online (at

https:/ /www.ticketsource.co.uk/ss-peter-and-paul or via QR code below).

Under 16s go free to the concert, and /5 for suppet.

It you would hke more information, or Stﬂﬂplﬂ Talk
o volunteer to help with {ood on 16 “
O o Thursday 14 May, 7.15 for 7.30pm
May, please email Jackie Watson
on jackiewatsonU5(digmail.com at the Church

i 7994 756352) _
RNt 108 Charlotte Harris (Steeple Aston resident,

Dr Radcliffe’s school parent, and alumna of
Brasenose College) will talk about Dr Samuel
Radcliffe and his work in Steeple Aston

Mo need to book and no entrv charge.

Jusr come to the church for the falle, dronks and mbbles

donations welcome.
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DR RADCLIFFE & BRASENOSE COLLEGE

On 16™ May 2026 an important event will take place.... The choir of Brasenose College, Oxford will sing in our
church alongside the school choir to celebrate the life of Dr Samuel Radcliffe. Many of you will be familiar with
his name from the school he founded in 1640, the trust he endowed to support the school and distribute his
bursaries, or that he was Rector of our church and left money to build the almshouses.

But how many of you know what he also did for Brasenose College? Born in Rochdale in 1580, Samuel was the
son of a grammar school teacher. He attended Middleton Grammar School, going on to Brasenose in 1597. In
1603 he became a fellow and was elected Principal in 1614. He was appointed Rector of Steeple Aston in 1616.
Both of these posts he held until his death in 1648. The link being the living of the church is in the gift of the
college.

He is regarded as the third Founder of the Brasenose because he did so much for the college: he remodelled the
Old Quad in his lifetime and left money to build the chapel, library and cloisters in his will. Much of how the
college appears today is thanks to him. He was Principal for an extraordinary 34 years, through the tumultuous
times of the Civil War. He died, defending the Crown and the Church of England, with an armed guard of
Parliamentarian soldiers at his door. Buried in secret in the University Church, there is no memorial to him.
Now, almost 400 years later, a memorial is proposed in the University Church later this year, making this
concert in aid of the church and school all the more significant. Please come and support it!

Charlotte Harris

Sripme AT

e
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The original Dr Radcliffe’s School in North Side (SAVA) Painting of Dr Samuel Radcliffe by
Gilbert Jackson — this picture hangs in

the Principal’s lodgings at Brasenose
College, Oxford, as directed in his will.
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Buying or selling? Robert's dynamic approach
ensures your best results.

Lel's turn your properly goals inlo realily
Call Robert today on 01865 598275
or email Roberl Cole@ARProperlyPartners.couk

Your Local
Property Experts!

T — g7
ALISTAIR REDHOUSE I G

PROFEATY FAATHERE

; MJMLL%‘# E -
Manuscri

Fine Furny

o ,- Ln.'_-.. ,.--.h:“.-‘." E &
Contact: 01865 241358 or oxford@mallams.co.uk

AUCTLONEE RS A'ND VA BUE

22



Village Hall News

Do you work from home?

.... Need space to meet clients away from the little ones?

.... Want a break-out space to think or take video calls?

Our meeting room is available to hire for only £5.00 per hour. Great for one, or perhaps to share the space with a friend
or colleague. Internet access, use of the kitchen and parking. It may be the solution you didn’t know you needed. Talk
to our booking agent for availability.

Murder mystery evening — Saturday 25" April

Hopefully you have already booked your table following the advert in last month’s SAL. As I am writing this mid-March,
I know we’ve almost sold out. It should be a great evening. Any queries, please contact Tina (01869 347439)

The new hiring charges and hiring agreement will be published next month, and effective from 1°* May. Our aim
is to simplify the charges, as well as keeping up with inflation. Members of our committee have gone to great
lengths to standardise the fees and ensure fairness.

AGM 11% May — If you’d like to join us as a trustee, or are just interested to find out more, please do come along.

Our letting agent is Angela Smith — 07734 112967. Please do not call this number between 6.00pm and 8.00pm unless
urgent. Email: steeple-aston-village-hall@hotmail.com Collect keys from 'Mijas' South Side, Steeple Aston OX25 4RU

Victoria Clifton (Chair) savh.org.uk/

Deddington Guides Report

What a busy few weeks we’ve had. The Phoenix Patrol made some super dough decorations, and
organised a fashion show involving the whole unit watched by an enthusiastic and discerning
audience. Earlier in the evening, the Panda Patrol treated us to a well-organised tea party with each
Patrol member acting as hostess to their own table of guests - well done all - with teamwork being
key. Charlotte and her team of Young Leaders organised a much enjoyed Pamper evening, and
somewhere along the way we fitted in pancakes, of course. Thinking Day followed, with our thoughts
turning to guides around the world which inevitably involved food again! This time, we sampled
breads or equivalent from various countries and a selection of dips, and most guides tried something
that was new to them. We are now busy rehearsing our annual entertainment for the end of term to
raise money for charity. Never a dull moment.

All girls of 10 years and over are welcome to come along and see what we get up to.

Maggie Rampley 07957 600755
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Parish Council Meeting Notes

The sunshine has put a spring in my step, not
even dampened by the rather dull opening topic
at March’s PC meeting, involving ‘gov.uk’ email
addresses, followed by a chat on wooden
platforms in the playground, where apparently
“the framing will need to be repositioned”. | can’t
lie, | struggled to get excited by this discussion,
or take many notes. But the evening did
improve!

Moving swiftly on to Clir Gareth Epps’ report. His
written report alarmed me with the news of the
“first couple of Blandford fly bite reports in the
last couple of days: they seem to be out early
this year”! In person, Gareth gave us some
upbeat news on potholes (a subject close to Mr
Miggins’ chest). He shared some punchy
numbers around the volume of potholes being
mended in our region — definitely something |
can get excited by! Apparently, hundreds are
being fixed week on week, which is excellent
news. Staying with roads, and an idea to keep
lorries out of villages, plus the fact there’s a full
public consultation on the horizon to examine
any speed limits that haven’t been looked at
recently, as well as the opportunity to tweak
some 20mph zones.

Gareth also told us about how the county has
£500k to spend on a connectivity pilot. | confess
| lost my way slightly with this, but it involves
creating a digital twin (!?) and getting mobile
phone companies to self-report their coverage to
Ofcom — the bottom line being it's hoped the
signal will be boosted in villages like ours.
Yippee (I think). We were tipped off on Rachel
Reeves’ big announcement ... the Oxford-
Cambridge corridor is apparently to become the
UK’s Silicon Valley.

Yet more from Gareth — a rather fascinating
initiative to ensure the voice of young people in
the county is clearly heard, with ‘youth voice
champions’ being recruited. This expanded into
a wider discussion on education and how only
one secondary school in the whole of
Oxfordshire is actually under direct county
control, yet the council still has an important
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co-ordinating and support role, not to mention
SEN responsibilities.

Back to roads, and we were assured again that
the speed notice in our village which is still
congratulating drivers on driving at 30mph (10
miles above the speed limit) will soon be
changed. The cost of ‘gates’ into the village is
expensive, and when one in Deddington broke,
the cost to fix it was the equivalent of 10% of the
county’s whole signage budget! Thankfully, a
quick-thinking local parish councillor found a
cheaper solution. But it got our Parish Council
talking about signs in our village, and do we
want a fancy ‘gateway’? Would safety signs
around Dr Radcliffe’s be a better use of funds?
Could we get a ‘cost neutral’ gate? Would it
keep certain vehicles out of our village? We
heard that some signs were particularly
controversial. | feel this topic may run for a few
more meetings.

Good news for cricket fans — our nets may be
the recipient of a grant and be upgraded.

As a parish council, we have to comply with
‘Assertion 10’ — all about data protection, cyber
security and website accessibility. Our Clerk
said she didn’t want five laptops, and one
councillor said he was close to buying the Chair
some Apple vouchers which she apparently had
an urgent need for, before he thankfully realised
it was a scam.

The meeting moved on to even more Highways
chat. Apparently, the village consultation
showed that footpaths are a hot topic, in
particular the route between Steeple and Middle
Aston. We have some S106 money, so how to
best spend it? As one councillor wryly noted —
with that money we can afford about 4.5 metres
of new footpath, or we can improve what we
have somewhere already.

The whole council was delighted with the spring
clean that took place recently, with our WI
suddenly deploying one weekend in a most
effective manner, and all carried out in time for

Continued on p.25



Parish Council Meeting Notes

Continued from p.24

their helpers to be back for tea and cake. A big
‘Thank You’ to these ‘village guerrillas’.

Next, we heard that any government
announcement on ‘new towns’ (with an eye on
Heyford) has been delayed as environmental
assessments have probably been more
complicated than expected. We also heard that
Clir Epps had done sterling work bringing the
Chief Exec of the County Council to our local area
to meet people and discuss the cumulative impact
of so much new development (houses as well as
theme parks and railway depots — see my
previous reports). Apparently, this big cheese
said he would “make things happen” (in a good
way, | hope). Puy du Fou (‘historical theme park’)
is on a mission to win hearts and minds, and by
the time we go to print, they will have visited our
friends in Duns Tew with their sales pitch.

There followed a wonderful discussion on our
Emergency Plan. With all home phones now
digital, and mobile phone coverage what it is, if
we lose power then it is particularly difficult to
contact people. It seems that vulnerable members
of our community will get a phone call from the
local electricity supplier once power is back on
asking if they’'re OK. So, our lovely PC have
decided to compile their own list (do contact our

Clerk to find out more), and will check in with
residents to make sure they’re OK during any
emergency (not just after the event!). But how
long should they wait before declaring an
emergency? Some felt twenty minutes was long
enough to be in the dark, while others favoured
two hours. There is also an App that might prove
useful that can function without power and
bounces messages up to 100m. This new-fangled
technology was slightly lost on me, and |
suggested that if our bellringers were up for it,
that we just ask them to organise a special
‘emergency peal’ or such like.

The meeting moved onto the subject of brown
bins by the village hall, the size of our Chair’s
rake (industrial by all accounts) and the
aesthetics of solar panels. Finally, we heard
about the windpump being taken down at
Brasenose Farm. At nearly 100 years old, it had
been given ‘local heritage asset status’, but with it
being removed without any notice, one does
question the value of this list.

The next meeting is on 20" April.
Until then,

Mrs Miggins

Steeple Aston Parish Councillors

Angharad Lloyd-Jones (Chair)

Martin Lipson (Vice Chair), Planning, Mid-
Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan Forum

Peter Dammermann

Greg Elphick
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Charlotte Powell, Sports & Recreation Centre,
Environment

Mathew Watson

Cathy Fleet — Parish Clerk
Email: parishclerk.steepleaston@gmail.com




OUR SERVICES:

J[ =48 Expert Tree Care &
C a r e Hedge trimming & removal Q

Stump removal & treatment @
O 07788 289344
@ www.kptreecare.co.uk
kptreecare@outlook.com Site clearance Q

Planting & woodland management &

www. rosara.co.uk $ : I 2

at NICHC

LIFESTYLE PLANT NU RSERY- |

Scan the GR far events Resara, The Park, Mor
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Poetry Corner

ALL IN GOOD TIME

There are many things I plan to do, to make life more
sublime

Read books to my grandchildren, sing them nursery rhymes
Take them to the theatre and to the pantomime

These things will definitely happen, and I'm...

going to make these changes as soon as I've got time.

I'll tend to my garden, plant herbs like rosemary and thyme
And lots of lovely tulip bulbs to bloom in the springtime
Keep in touch with all my friends on Zoom and on Facetime
These things are in the pipeline and I swear that I'm
planning to get started once I've got the time.

I might learn a foreign language, learn to play piano, or how
to climb

Swap from drinking lager to more cosmopolitan gin and lime
Visit new and exotic places, like Newcastle-under-Lyme
These things will happen soon, it's simply that I'm...

going to implement the changes when I've got more time.

I'm going to start the new regime at once, to delay would be
a crime

I've said these things before, but [ mean them this time

My life will be a model, truly a paradigm.

These things will definitely happen soon, and I'm...
planning to start as soon as I've got time.

Cathy Lawday

ON AGEING

the size of my toilet bag's doubled in size
pills, creams and potions are all on the rise
my youth is now over I've seen its demise
and old age is beckoning me

back in the day there was only one thing

a manual toothbrush to make my teeth zing
A dip in the bath where you had a good sing
But that was a much younger me

A toilet bag shows where you are in your life

If you think mine is large, see the bag for my wife!
The pair put together are larger than life

My body’s grown old, but not me!

Vitamin D, Cod Liver Oil,

Things for my skin that would make you recoil
My morning ablutions are now such a toil
Thank goodness the tablets are free

Peter Wild

Let the train take the strain

Our nearest local train station is at Lower Heyford, but for more frequent services villagers often use Oxford

Parkway, Bicester Village and Bicester North.

Oxford Parkway, Bicester Village and Bicester North: The trains at these stations are operated by Chiltern
Railways. There are frequent services to London Marylebone via High Wycombe, to Oxford and to Birmingham
via Banbury. Go to chilternrailways.co.uk for times, fares, and real- time running information. There is a minibus
service between the two Bicester stations, but no bus service to Steeple Aston. There is a taxi rank at both stations:
001 Alpha Cars 01869 252 525; Bicester Cars Ltd 01869 908 908; Arora Cars Bicester Taxis 01869 247 247. The
S4 bus from Oxford Parkway Station comes to Steeple Aston, but there is no taxi rank. Taxis can be booked in
advance from: Kidlington Cars 07766 207 260; 001 Cars 01865 240 000; London Oxford Taxis (Oxford) 01865

406 070; Oxford Cars (Oxford) Taxis 01865 406 070.

Heyford: Heyford station is unmanned and is about a twenty-minute walk down the hill from Steeple Aston. The
trains are operated by First Great Western. This infrequent service runs between Banbury and London Paddington,
often requiring changes at Oxford, Didcot Parkway or Reading. Go to firstgreatwestern.co.uk for times, fares and
real-time running information (N.B. key in Heyford, not Lower Heyford).

More information on rail services from nationalrail.co.uk or thetrainline.com
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NPTA vices | sihe

READY FOR THE JOURNEY AHEAD

FOR ALL %
YOUR SEG SUON

VEHICLE £ Y @&
&S
N E E D s CLUTCHES EXHAUSTS TYRES

PLUS all our work is covered by our 12 month guarantee *

*Covers parts & labour. Ask for more details in branch.

01869 347 770 | WWW.PTAGARAGES.CO.UK

HOPCROFTS HOLT, STEEPLE ASTON, BICESTER, OXFORDSHIRE OX25 5QQ

Eldon Friends

For all your Social Care requirements

Eldon Friends are an independent service, who specialise in providing support
to enable you to remain living independently in your own home.

Whether you require personal care, assistance with medication, transport
to appointments, help with your shopping or simply companionship,
Eldon Friends can cater for your needs.

Contact us today for a no obligation discussion of your individual requirements.
Directors Elaine and Don Kelly: Tel: (01869) 340449 Email: info@eldonfriends.co.uk
Feel free to visit our website at. www.eldonfriends.co.uk
Covering The Astons and surrounding villages.

Qualified in Health and Social Care
Fully Insured « Eldon Friends. Established 2014
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The Brasenose Farm windpump

We thought we should mark the recent removal of the windpump with a brief history of its presence. Its purpose
was to draw water from a well. There were two wells on the farm prior to its division and sale at the end of the
last century. William Wing notes the death of two men in ‘an unfinished well, at Brazenose (sic) Farm’ on 8
June 1833." I asked Tim Taylor when the windpump was erected, and neither he nor his brother remember the
farm without it, and Tim’s best guess was that it would have been erected in the second decade of the last
century. A windpump is marked on the 1919 Revised OS map of Steeple Aston. 2

There was no mains water here until the 1990s. The north elevation of the farmhouse still sports a flexible pipe
which carried the water pumped from the well into the house. Water was essential, not just for the human
inhabitants of the farm, but also for their cattle. The pump became part of an intricate, some might say Heath
Robinson, system of collection and storage developed by Bill Taylor, Tim’s uncle. Their few remnants are
known as Billisms.

In the 1960s the Rays went into dairy farming. The windpump would have provided both drinking water and the
water needed for sluicing stalls, sheds and yards. Since the abolition of the Milk Marketing Board in 1994, and
the subsequent increased power of the supermarkets, the national dairy herd has fallen from 2.6 million cows to
1.4 million. Brasenose Farm is just one of 28,000 dairy farms to have ceased production in that period.?

The windpump was long since obsolete. It stood - at best - as a memorial to the slow death of the small family
farm. It was, of course, a noted village landmark; traces of the red, white and blue paint which decorated it for
the 1977 Silver Jubilee are still visible on the sails. And, unfortunately, it was a liability, creaking loudly in high
winds and needing expensive maintenance and repair. We therefore we took the sad decision to dismantle it
safely before it became dangerous. We will miss it, and are fortunate to have been its stewards for the last two
decades.

We have salvaged the sails and hope to mount them at ground level so that something of the history of this place
is preserved.

Carl and Kate Tomlinson
1. William Wing, The Antiquities and History of Steeple Aston, p 60

2. https://maps.nls.uk/view/106016181
3. Private Eye, 6 February 2026, p 16
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Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons M oth :I “
Established 30 years and still independent W ml

DEDDINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

WEARE BICESTERS GLDEST INDEPENDENT
FAMILY OWNED & RIIN FUNERAL DIRECTORS

ire!
A canng traditional 24 hour service SPHGEE FDF hlrE'
provided by Mr. Hancock and his team personally Get to know our fabulous facilities

Serving Bicester and all "Q.urruu:lulinu Arens Deddinaton Stud

|deal for dance and yoga clacees

g

Private Im]‘rcl Of Rest

R L Brilliant m;:mr'r'ug apace with AV
Kide' partiee hEﬂd ’rrl ﬂ(lu-'r.’m‘e Playground
_ or hire our All Weather Court

3% ecclesiastical

ntarar of Derfect for ;:-arﬂp,q En-rl herformanoes
Tre Kamianal & noc abor =
of Fusaval Gisaclors

inge

Tel: 01869 244200 (24 HI‘S) Great for clubg, acceseible
Chapel House, 13 North Street, t: 07720 834006
Bicester, OX26 6NA. www.thewindmilldeddington.org

C.S. Boswell

Independent Family Funeral Services
Your wishes, in your fime, our care, every time...
L/

24 hour personal service E: infoZboswellfuneralservices.co.uk

9200

Carl 5. Boswall Ryan Boswal Joy Davies, Dip FD
Funaral Director Funamal Director Funara Dimcior

58 Bucknell Road, Bicester, OX26 2DW
01869 221937

Also at

T Bicester Hnnd. Iﬂdllngtun 0OX5 AA 364 Banbury Road, Summertown, OX2 TPP
55 3 01865 553737

www.boswellfuneralservices.co.uk
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K! Arbor Vitae Oxford
TREES & GARDENS
: Arboricultural Expertise :

Tree Surgery : Planning : Consultancy :

Benjamin Downing Nd Arboriculture
Nch Horticulture

Old Butcher Heyford Road Steeple Aston
OX25 45H

e: arborvitaeoxford@yahoo.co.uk
m: 07443 582 747 h: 01869 347 985

OSBORNE STONESCAPES

Dry Stone Walling &
Landscape Construction

wwwosbornestneses.cau
n d

07596 161364 R

osbornestonescapes@gmail.com

CERTIFIED

G

ENERATION

CHANGE

Friendly, responsive,
Oxfordshire company

Save up to 70% on your
electricity bills

Solar PV Systems
Battery Storage Systems
Electric Car Charging Points

t: 01869 932250
e: info@uksolargeneration.co.uk
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Steeple Aston Golf Society

It’s that time of year to polish your clubs and get down to the driving range for some practice in readiness for the
start of SAGS first meeting next month. New members and guests are very welcome.
Hearsall: Friday 15th May - 10.00am meet for an 11.00am first tee - one course meal.

More celebratory don'ts if you win:

Do not stand still with both arms raised for more than three seconds.

Do not jump up and down, run to the cup (run anywhere for that matter), blow any kisses,

look at your partners with a sort of ‘take that’ gesture, point at the hole, dive into any ponds, moonwalk, or wave the
flag around in the air.

Last but not least, on no account start crying.

Happy golfing!

Alan Brewer

Football Focus

ATEEFLRE * asTiEN FO

While there are still two months before the end of top flight football this year (Arsenal fans may feel
differently), we somehow find ourselves with only one more match separating Steeple Aston FC from our
season end. Sadly, recent results have not been as good as our excellent mid-season, so | shall gloss over
those in favour of looking to the future.

Firstly, it would be wonderful if any of you were able to come and support our final game of the season.
Owing to the rather haphazard way fixtures are announced, | am unable to let you know when this will be,
but | will ensure the village website is updated as soon as | know. Please do keep a look out there.

Secondly, we are in need of a couple of new committee members. So, if any of you are football fans and feel
like you need an excuse to come down to the Red Lion once a month, do get in contact
(s_markesinis@hotmail.com) and | can let you know what’s involved. Lastly, we are always on the lookout for
new players, especially from the village, so do get in touch if you fancy turning out for the mighty Steeple next
year. And what a year that will be. 2027 marks the 130 anniversary of the Club, of which more in the next
edition.

Spyro Markesinis s_markesinis@hotmail.com
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Vehicle damaged?
Don't delay, repair it today

» Bumper Scuffs? ) Paint Scratches?

» Minor Dents?

é¢ \Very impressed with the
overall service. Great job on the
paintwork repair.
Awesome customer service.??

Call or go online today for your FREE estimate

ChipsAway

LIKE IT NEVER HAPPENED

0800 028 7878

www.chipsaway.co.uk

Everyone is welcome in the salon —
ladies and gents, and children from
the young to teenagers

We want you to relax, laugh and have
fun whilst being looked after and
getting a great service at the same time

Visit our website to see all our services

And come to visit us for a warm, friendly
experience with qualified hair stylists

The Holcombe Studio
High Street, Deddington OX15 OSL

Telephone: 01869 226522
Email: polkadotsuk@ymail.com
-!_*":-J'-/ ja’f {'%:".-"Hf—"_ff -L_"){I?'M‘f £t 5;,/1'1
et Qover eeodfadrd s 1
lord .:“_f-"'r-‘.r eley ﬁ(-.r?rff_@r Freatireird avarlalide
el tiee dato, (ool outliee ot {_5_'1-‘;.'(?{.?
u'f'rrzvrﬂ?"/ffgf.r-ﬁ’} 7 (10200 00 ceke

MPRINT &
E DESIGN
® e G

CREATE THE RIGHT

IMPRESSION

. & DIGITAL & LITHO
[~ PRINTERS

ﬁ Booklets

-l Brochures

Leaflets
Business Stationery
Order of Service Sheets

Unit 2 Glenmore Business Centre,
Range Road, Witney, Oxon OX29 04AA
Tel: 01865 246762
Ermail: primt@joshuahorgan.co.uk
swiww joshuahorgan.co.uk

OJ[FORD BUS MUSEU

Our 1881 horse-drawn tram was restored in our
workshop. We know it is accurate because wea
had the original design drawings. Mote the
paraffin lamp and red chimney on the left of the
tram under the canopy. As well as being a
warning to oncoming traffic, it lit the inside of the
tram.

Mext to Hanborough Station OX29 8LA
01296 925797

info@oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk
Café / Children's area / Shop

For events information:
www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk
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Ancient Traditions

It was wonderful to see a traditional craft still being practised in Steeple Aston recently, as work took
place at ‘Old Toms’ on the north side of the village. The cottage, owned by Mary and Ben Lloyd, is
one of only three remaining thatched homes still standing in Steeple Aston, making its careful
maintenance especially important to preserving the village’s historic character.

On our front cover, and in this article, thatcher Sam Turner can be seen carrying bundles of straw to
the roof, ready to lay and renew the thatch. The wheat straw used for the work has been sourced
from Chulmleigh in Devon and Staple Hay near Taunton, materials chosen for their quality and
durability. When properly laid, the new thatch should last for at least another 30 years.

The work has been carried out by Stuart Viggers, Master Thatchers of Banbury, who estimate that
around 1,500 armfuls of straw bundles have been used on the roof. Each bundle is carefully prepared
by apprentices at the company’s yard before being delivered to the site. Once on the roof, the
bundles — each covering roughly a square foot — are laid and dressed individually using a traditional
tool known as a leggett. They are then tied in securely and finished with hazel wood pegs and small
handfuls of straw called bonds. It is heartening to see such time-honoured skills still being used in our
village, helping to preserve not only the buildings themselves, but also the craftsmanship and
character of bygone times.

Nigel Francis

Photos below: Nigel Francis

Right: SAVA
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Meditation
SESSIONS

MIDDLE BARTON

at
Alice Marshall Hall
0.230am - 10.30am
Friday 10th April
Friday 17th April
Friday 24th April
Friday Ist May

- Enjoy an hour of inner peace & relaxation

Contact Hannah for more details or tomake a
l‘rtml-;ing on 07752 835381
L12pp  Cash or card accepted on arrival

‘?‘.@

BENEFITS OF REGULAR
MEDITATION

1, Risdhnetion in Anxhely
2, Reduction in Depression
1. Reduction in Jab bornol
4. Strengthencd immoune Tundtion
5. Redueed stress
. Improved sleep
7. Reduced pande attacks
8. Reduetion in chronic pain
o, Heduced by pertension
wx. Reduction in high blood pressure
it Lovwered risk of cardiovascular disease
12, Slowing of brain ageing
11, Improved attention
14 Increased innovation
15 Better proldem-solvime skills
b, Bmproved Mental health conditions foflowing
Trmunen
17. Helghtened cmpathy
18, Improved interoceptive awareness
1, Belter psvehological wellbelng
2o, Increased sell-directedness

commuter run
a3 scheduled service
from Lower Heyfo
Station

Monday-Friday am/pm

Our Bus Bartons

Servin

Steeple Aston

to/
rd

Check out our web-site at
www.ourbusbartons.org.uk

111111

OR JUST SCAN THE QR CODE

Our web site has :-

o (o ._"l""'l o :£
e Latest Timetable -?Egﬂ.“‘”* e
EJ" ® h&-"’ﬁlﬂ ] :'q L ]
¢ Route maps
¢ Link to our YouTube movie

Our route takes us along South Side,
onto Heyford Road.

Just wave us down for picking up!!
We are committed to helping
people keep their independence —
we will drop people home [if
possible) with their shopping!

Bus passes and contactless
payments accepted

showing our excellent service

Call us form

ore details — 01869 699699
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18th July 2026: 2pm - 9pm
Middle Aston House

WITH TRIBUTES TO:

. ARCTIC
KILLERS % EE N MONKEYS

o/
2 SR

www.tributemusicfest.com gk




Saturday 25% April, 7.30pm (doors open
from 7pm)

Canyou help DI Dart
solve the savage
murder that occurred in
Steeple Bottom on Live
Aid day 19857

Tickets £15 to include a meal. Licensed bar.

Tickets available from Tina Ferguson (01869
347439)

Get together a team of 8 super sleuths or
contact Tina for help if you would like to make
up a table
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Blast from the Past

A Senior school for children from Steeple Aston and neighbouring villages opened in 1921, housed in hutted
classrooms behind the Technical School (which became the Village Hall). Further classrooms were built in 1927 when
schools amalgamated into a central Church of England school for 15 villages with 192 pupils. In September 1932, John
William Bodenham was appointed headteacher at Dr Radcliffe’s School, and enlivened extra-curricular activities in the
arts and sport. Hockey and football were particularly prominent with results of matches appearing in log books
showing that the hockey team beat Kidlington 3-0, and the school football team outplayed Fritwell by 10-0. The
opposing teams were always entertained with tea after matches. The teachers were also included, with a tennis
tournament and dance for them in July 1933. In March 1934, Mr Bodenham could not contain his pride over his
football team’s success when the School XI beat an Oxford Central Select team at Cowley 3-2, claiming “Our most
important match yet. Performed very well considering our captain was not playing”. Sport flourished throughout the
1930s with regular Saturday morning fixtures arranged as far away as Charlbury and Brackley. Sadly, this all ended
with the onset of the war.

From Steeple Aston Village Archive (2014) ‘Our Village School — Four centuries of education in Steeple Aston’

Steeple Aston Garden Club .
-

Our March Garden Club talk was a joint talk with Tackley Garden Club in their village hall with the ever-popular
Tim Walker, former Head Gardener from Oxford Botanic Garden who gave his latest in a series of talks entitled
‘Blades of Glory’ which was an intriguing title! If you want to know more, please ask one of the Garden Club
members who attended.

Our final indoor event of spring will be the Garden Club’s Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 7th April at
7.00pm for 7.30pm in the village hall. This is not nearly as boring as many AGM:s, with little time spent on the
annual formalities and most of the evening on a garden-focussed quiz and a plant and book swap and sale, all
helped along with wine, soft drinks and nibbles!

We start our programme of summer visits with a trip to Waterperry Gardens, near Wheatley on Tuesday 12th May
2026 at 2.00pm. The entrance fee is £11.50 pp. The calendar of events for this summer is on the village website
steepleaston.org.uk/ If anyone is interested in joining the Garden Club or coming to one of the garden visits this
summer, please do get in touch with either myself (Alison) or Richard Preston using the email addresses below.

Alison Llewellyn alisonllew.home@gmail.com

Richard Preston richard.preston5@btopenworld.com

39



Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL &

WIFI SERVICES

B Aerials - supplied, repaired and
poor reception solved

B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades,
discreet dish installations

B WiFi - blackspots cured, data cables installed

B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

&= OXFORD AERIALS

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
shaun@oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call Bicester 01869 221783

Puppy €lasses

Teach your puppy to w alk on a loose lead,
w ait, sit, dow n, come and much more!

Have a sociable and well-trained dog

Puppy play & socialisation.
t's fun & easy for all the family!

Classes held in Deddington
°

Book online at
www.canine-paradise.com

Mow your
lawn for under
10 pence!

Time to mow electric!

Beat the petrol price rise this spring,
and delight in & smooth, quiet mowing
experience with no ear defenders.
Mow a 500 sgm lawn for only 7 panca!

GARDEM

ELECTRIC POWER BEYOND BELIEF

Experizna: the benefts of our
poweriul cordless garden tools:

+ Much gquiater and no furmas

« Less tiring vibrations

« Click in the battary and go - na
mare hamrible pull-cords
Mo mara trips to the petrol station
Litthe or no eardcing - much

cheapsr running costs

Call now ar arder online:
07734 530452

hello@garden-alactric.co.uk

FREE local dalivery & set-upl

Gat 10% off with our exclusive
'STEEPLE ASTON' proma codel

www.garden-alectric.co.uk

Painting
Company

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATION

All forms of interior and exterior painting
and decorating, specialising in murals.

T: 01295 811026
E: pete@noahsarkpainting.co.uk
'W: noahsarkpainting.co.uk

Pebsham Cottage, Aynho Road, Adderbury
Oxfordshire, OX17 3NL
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Church Matters

This coming weekend we celebrate Easter, and Jesus’ resurrection and his gift of new life to us

all. During March, we have seen the weather begin to warm up, and there were even days when |
could venture outside without a coat! Another of the wonderful signs of spring has been the plethora
of flowers, especially the bright yellow daffodils. During the winter the weather is grey and dull and
there are times when life can be like that too. The wonderful burst of colour that comes with all the
new growth in spring brings us joy, brightening our lives. There are times when we can feel that we
are living under a cloud, that our world and personal lives feel grey and dull. On Easter Sunday
morning when Jesus rose from the grave, he gave us the gift of new life. Washing away all the dirt
and grime, the greyness and revealing the beauty of what was hidden underneath in all its glorious
technicolour.

Years ago, as we were furnishing a student house, we went to an auction to buy a table. There was
a lovely pine table that we decided we would bid for, and unsurprisingly, it actually ended up going
for far more than we’d been wanting to pay for it. However, earlier in the auction there was another
table, which the Auctioneer had started at £20, dropped it to £10, then £5 and eventually £2, at
which point Mum put in a bid. It had been hidden under a pile of chairs, and was so scruffy and
marked that we had dismissed it. Once home as we cleaned it up, sanding it down and varnishing it
we discovered how well it was made, and that it could be extended seating from 4 to 10 at a
squeeze. We have shared so many wonderful meals and celebrations around that table, it is part of
our family’s history, and is still our dining table today.

Thanks to what Jesus did at Easter, dying on Good Friday and rising again on Easter Sunday, we
have life! Life in vibrant colour. We don’t need to be ashamed of our scratches and marks, because
God has washed them away and made us whole again, giving us new life. This Easter, as we
celebrate life, | pray we may all know the gift of life in full colour, vibrant and joyful.

Happy Easter!

Harriet

Easter Quiz Answers

L Lily 11. New life and rebirth

2. Ttaly 12. Ears

3. 17th century 13. The crucifixion of Jesus
4. Chile 14. Bambi

5. Faberge 15. March Hare

6. United Kingdom 16. Watership Down

7. Washing clothes 17. Flopsy, Mopsy & Cottontail
8. Roast Lamb 18. Labrador Retriever

9. 200 million 19. Mel Gibson

10. 11 - representing the 12 disciples minus Jesus 20. Pocket watch
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Steeple Talks 161 April

In the Church, 7.15pm for 7.30pm

New Maps:

Finding old Oxford

e e |
O EXFOoOmD

Graham Robb

What can we learn from archaeology and observation about the city of dreaming

spires?
Refreshments from 7.15pm
Donations welcomed for church funds.
All Weleome

We are a brand new business, based out of Duns
Tew, offering the opportunity to drive a 1973
classic MGB GT - a quintessential British sports
car that is as fun to drive as it is spectacular to

look at.
I,;,/ &tJ Ja 4 § HEATING AND
. A \ ¥ / PLUMBINGLTD
Y, Conemald Dssic .
S

Treat yourself, a friend or family member to a day (or
longer) in the beautiful Cxfordshire countryside, An
ideal gift, wedding car, prom car, or just for fun, wa

are offering an intreductory discounted price for
those in Duns Tew and the surrounding area. Make
the most of the summer weather and book today! e e
Gift vouchers are also available.

M- 0
E: APSHEATAMDPL

BOILER INSTALLATIONS

CENTRAL HEATING AMD PLUMBIMG INSTALLATIOMN

FULL EATHROCH RER

PLUMBING AMND HEATING EXTENSIOMNS

MEW BUILDS AND REMOVATIONS

G QR TOO SMALL
Email
for more information including prices and terms.

0e
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Local Information

Church Services April 2026

Date North Aston Steeple Aston Tackley
Maundy 6.00pm
Thursday Holy Communion
2nd April with choir
Good Friday 2.00pm
3rd April An hour at the cross
Easter Sunday |9.30am 11.00am 9.30am
5th April Holy Communion Holy Communion Holy Communion
Sunday 9.30am 11.00am 5.30pm
12th April Morning Prayer Family Service Holy Communion
Sunday 9.30am 11.00am 5.30pm
19t April Holy Communion Holy Communion Evensong
Sunday 9.30am 11.00am 9.30am
26t April Morning Prayer Morning Prayer Family Communion

www.sntchurch.com

Our church buildings are also open every day. Do feel free to visit at any time.
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STEEPLE ASTON
VILLAGE HALL

www.savh.or

Our hall is

k

available to hire:

* |deal site for parties, All Facilities

receptions, seminars,

Peak Times — involving hire after Gpm

exhibitions and

workshops Village Residents (up to Ghrs)

{Additional hours at £10/hr)

* Full width raised stage
and well-equippead
kitchen

Non-Village {up to Bhrs)

) Non-Village {over &hrs
* Main hall can seat around ge | )

100 Off-Peak — all hire before Bpm

* HD projector and

Hourly Rate Plus Refundable
ratractable scraan

Deposit £200
* Meeting Room to seat 20, Hall Only
with separate access
Represented Clubs
* Off-Road Car parking
* For more details and Others
photos see our website
Committee Room
savh.org.ukfcontact-us or Represented Clubs
call 07734 112967
Others

£65 (Plus Refundable
Deposit £200)

£110 (Plus Refundable
Deposit £300)

£160 (Plus Refundable
Depaosit £300)

£10/hr (or £30 for 4
hours)

£5 (up to 3hrs)

£17 {up to 3hrs plus
Refundable Deposit
£200)

£6 {up to 3hrs)
£12 (up to 3hrs)

Steeple Aston Sport & Recreation Centre and Field

Letting charges

= The Sport & Rec is available to hire

Social Function peak times

(Daily up to 6 hours from Gpm)

Social Function off-peak times

[Dvaily up to 5 hours before Bpm)

Meating of reprezentad clubs

(Daily per session up to 2 hours)

Caution money for private lettings

children's parties and gat togethers

£27.50 together

* Fantastic playground just outside

EN = Intermet

Block bookings for social events

15% discount for & or more bookings in advance * Small kitchen and separate bar

Contact us if you wish to hire the field or use the

changing facilities

= Room far around 50 seated

Latting Agent — Angala Smith
rec.trust@googlemail.com

Chair - Torguil McLusky

Treasurer — Chriz Cooper

07734 112967 * Car Parking
* Ragular evants include Homa Education,
Babias & Toddlers, Brownies, After Schog
01869 347914 Club, Bridge and of course the Football
01869 347173 Club (it's been going since 18581)

= Brand-new projector with retractable screen

PEE = Tha "Friendly” space - the ideal venue for smaller partias,

* Meed more space? Hire the Sport & Rec and Villaga Hell

= Full disabled access, toilets, showers and changing rooms

£100 * High quality grass playing field with power supply for football,
margquess, evants etc. (contact us for details and availability)
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HARRIS’S STORES &
POST OFFICE

Opening hours:
7.30am - 7.30pm (Mon-Fri)
8.00am - 7.30pm (Sat)
8.00am - 6.00pm (Sun)

PRODUCTS AVAILABLE

Fresh bread from Nash’s Bakery.
Fresh meat and poultry.
Quality frozen fish and sea-food.
Organic free-range eggs.

Bread rolls and baguettes baked daily on the premises.
Cakes: a taste of home-made.
Off-licence with a wide range of beers,
wines and spirits.

Fresh fruit and vegetables.
Top-up for mobiles, gas and electric.
Fax and photocopying services.

Dry cleaning agent.

National Lottery tickets and much more.

Thank you all for your continued support.
Please let us know of any ideas or suggestions of ways
in which we can extend our services to you.
Tel: 01869 340201
e-mail: raj4878@hotmail.com

Steeple Aston and Middle Aston
Rubbish bin collection day
is THURSDAY.

April 2026:
Thursday 2™
Thursday 9t
Thursday 16
Thursday 23
Thursday 30"

May 2026:
Thursday 7t
Thursday 14t
Thursday 21st
Thursday 28"

Blue and brown
Green
Blue and brown
Green
Blue and brown

Green
Blue and brown
Green
Blue and brown

Food caddy is collected weekly

Batteries and small electrical items packed in
clear plastic bags and placed on the top of any
bin lid collected weekly.

Glass bottles and jars can now be placed in
blue recycling bin or approved recycling sacks —
please rinse items first to remove any residues.
No need to remove labels/lids.

Please consult the Cherwell District Council
website for further details of collections:
cherwell.gov.uk/recycling

BUS TIMES

STAGECOACH 54 BUS SERVICE (ti inetable effect ve from 3F August 2025)

From Steeple Aston (outside Post Office) to Oxford (arrval Gme in itolics)

Monday to Friday (excluding Public Holidays)

0el% 0721 0831 93931 then hourly to 1531 1645
oM QRIF a9 1020 1620 1737
Saturday

0721 082L 0931 then hourly to 1521 1ledl
RGOS Qe f0ig 1610 1729
Sunday (and maost Public Holidays)

Q5a7 1037 L1207 1337 1507 1637 1806

o953 1123 1253 1423 1853 1723 1852

1754
TR0

1746
1534

1849
1932

1937
2022

2037
2122

2315
A253

1543
1032

1837
2022

2037
2122

2216
2253

From Steeple Aston {outside Post Office) to Banbury (arrival me in italics)

Monday to Friday (excluding Public Holidays)

a758 0910 1008 then houry to 1508 1624
837 a7 1045 1545 1703
Saturday

0753 0208 LOOE  then hourdy 1508 1608
a73F7 837 0945 1545 1645
Sunday [and most Public Holidays)

917 1044 1214 1344 1514 1644 1814 1044
agsg 1122 1252 1422 1552 1722 1852 2022

1732
1809

1718
1755

1835
1009

1933
2006

2025
2055

2113
2142

2213
2242

2341
ooeg

1528
1905

1827
1558

2025
2053

2113
2142

2213
2242

2341
oogg

Times subfect ta chorge. Before starfing vour journey, pieose check the imetobies ot:Stogecoachbus.com,/timetobles

OURBUS BARTONS

and fruom Bicester (Fril,

OurBus Bartons offers services through Steeple Aston to and from Lower
Heyford Station (Mon-Fri), to and from Chipping Norton (Wed), and fo

See the website for details: ourbusbarions-org-uk.stackstaging. com
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Steeple Aston Calendar

Check the village website at steepleaston.org.uk/home/calendar for any changes.

Please send details of events for May and June to editorsalife@gmail.com

April Event Venue Time

Friday 3rd April Good Friday: An hour at the cross SA Church 2.00pm

Wed 1st - Sat 4th April Chitty Chitty Bang Bang - MYCO theatre company|Oxford Playhouse |See Mar issue
Sunday 5th April Easter Sunday: Holy Communion SA Church 11.00am

Tuesday 7th April Garden Club's Annual General Meeting Village Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm
Tuesday 14th April Vrﬁiaee”tf'r:‘;ﬁve'\gﬁrggre“;‘;fﬂ']’;?]elzxz?'C Gt Village Hall 2.30pm

Tuesday 14th April WI: Being a Celebrant Village Hall 7.00pm

Tuesday 14th April SAL May copy and advert deadlines

Thursday 16th April New Maps: Finding old Oxford - Graham Robb SA Church 7.15pm for 7.30pm
Monday 20th - Friday 24th Apr [Valentines Holiday: South Somerset

Monday 20th April Parish Council Meeting S & R Building 7.30pm

Saturday 25th April Farmers' Market Deddington 9.00am - 12.30pm
Saturday 25th April Murder Mystery Evening including meal Village Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm
Wednesday 29th April Valentines: Coach Trip - Sudeley Castle

May

Tuesday 12th May \?Vifjt?e?lw - Trip to Waterperry Gardens, near 2.00pm

Thursday 14th May Steeple Talk: Dr Samuel Radcliffe SA Church 7.15pm for 7.30pm
Thursday 14th May SAL June copy and advert deadlines

Friday 15th May Golf Society meet - Hearsall GC, Coventry Hearsall GC 10.00am

Saturday 16th May Concert celebrating Dr Radcliffe SA Church 6.30pm

Sunday 17th May Deddington Four Farms Challenge 2026: 4 routes |Deddington From 8.30am
Monday 18th May Parish Council Meeting S & R Building 7.30pm

Tuesday 19th May Valentines: Bicester Village Village Hall 2.30pm
Wednesday 20th May Valentines: Coach Trip - GWR Steam Train

Saturday 23rd May Farmers' Market Deddington 9.00am - 12.30pm

Pilates. Village Hall. 2.00pm - 3.00pm & 3.15pm - 4.15pm - Mondays
Choral Society Rehearsals. Village Hall - 7.45pm - Mondays
Badminton. Village Hall - 10am -12.30pm - Tuesdays

Bell Ringing practice. Church Tower - 7.30pm - Tuesdays
Walking Netball. Village Hall - 10.15am - Wednesdays
Brownies. Sport & Rec Centre - 6pm - 7.30pm - Wednesdays

Badminton. Village Hall - 8pm - Thursdays

Toddler Group. Sport & Rec Centre - 9.30am -11.30am - Thursdays

Village History Centre (SAVA). 10am - 12 noon - Saturdays

Printed by: Joshua Horgan Print & Design

Steeple Aston Life is published by Steeple Aston Life Committee

Unit 2 Glenmore Business Centre, Range Road, Witney, OX29 0AA Tel: 01865 246762

e-mail:  print@joshuahorgan.co.uk

The views expressed are not necessarily the views of the Edifor or the Commitfee.
Readers are recommended to seek appropriate financial or legal advice before entering

into any binding agreement with advertisers, as appropriate
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> Weddings and Family Celebrations
Dinner Parties

>
> Afternoon Tea

> Drinks Party Canapes

> Balls & Banquet catering
> Themed Events - Including - Mexican, Tapas, Bbq's, Paella & Spit Roasts
> Business and Corporate Fvents and Meelings

UL U DU LR L LU LU DL LR UL LR e

sandjcuisine@hotmailco.uk
Call Sally on 07786131667
Or Jasmin on 07801975210

Trif.'es_frmﬂ £9.50pp JUUTTTHEENTTE

LRELL LA RREL LTI RE RTINS

Indian block printing supplies, tuition, and
space for anyone to find joy and confidence
through traditional craft & creativity.

kits& o block printing g studio
supplies workshops sessions

-..!l.ii.....'-iiﬁ...-"'
visit us: follow us:
The Studio.

www.theindianblockprintco.com
2 Lakeside Farm

Middle Aston o @theindianblockprintco

0X25 5PP




ALL MANORS

Whatewver the size or style, every
property is a home - that's why we
treat every one a castle. To discuss ,
your manor, simply give us a call. ‘
I

01869 343 600 |

cridlands.co.uk

'Improving the lives of
pets and their
owners

g, local vets

ing dogs, cats and family pets

Modern premises with excellent facilities
] Night Nurses

mergency care provided by our own vets

Bicester DIBEY 32 | r\( “( R | [ )I ]_ I I )

Waddesdon 01296 651000 = —
www. hartvets.co.uk P R A( - T l ( ’ F

SAAL AN ENLAL HILSFET AL




