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Kirtlington Property Maintenance

Local and reliable home and garden
improvements, maintenance and repairs

Painting and decorating internal and external
Household repairs

Various jobs inside and out

Garden maintenance

Pressure washing

Landscaping including fencing, gates,
decking, turfing, patios, driveways,
shed/base installation etc.

Competitive rates, fully insured
and references available on request

No job is too small — please call Noel Price
on 07884 185171 or 01869 351619

or email noelprice@btinternet.com

www.kirtlingtonpropertymaintenance.com

For domestic and commercial cleaning

please call Jayne Price on 07795 055202

[COMPUTERPRO]

IT Support &
Computer Repair

Repairs & D Phone &
Upgrades Tablet

Wifi Issues & @ Online
Installation Security

Data Backup Onsite
& Recovery ] Support

0o b o X

Cloud Remote
Services Support
New & Refurb & Recycling
Machines & service

Supporting Oxfordshire’'s homes &
small businesses for over 20 years

01869 352002

hello@computer-pro.co.uk www.computer-pro.co.uk
Heyford Park Innovation Centre, 77 Heyford Park, OX25 5HD

The Grain Store Café

The Atrium Wellness Spa
Reformer Pilates

Bulb Hair Salon

Lisa Jayne Art Studio
BEAT Fitness Gym

Egg Box Self Storage

Body Performance Therapy
Middle Aston Pet Supplies
Flora & Fauna - Florist
Polly Pincott —Portrait Artist

www.thehatchery.uk
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Steeple Aston Directory

Allotments (Church) SACAA Amanda Rodgers 07793 553150
Angling Club Antony Morley tonyriver_83@hotmail.com
Archive (SAVA) Chairman Stuart Cummins 01869 349155
Badminton (Tuesday - am) Barbara Brewer 01869 340423
Badminton (Thursday - eve) Alison Moran 01869 347033

Beekeepers (Swarm
collection, advice)

Paul Honigmann

340665, 07512 224700

Bell ringers

Graham & Dorothy Clifton

01869 347273

Baby and toddler group

Katy, Martha, Hilary and Lisa

steepleastontoddlergrp@gmail.com

Handbell ringers

Victoria Clifton

07817 025948

Brownies Fiona McLoone 01869 340132
Catholic Church, St.Teresa’s |Charlbury Father Clive Dytor 07484 158642
Cherwell District Council Castle Quay, Banbury 01295 227001

Cherwell District Councillor:

Deddington Ward

Clir David Rogers

David.rogers@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Oxfordshire County Clir

Deddington Ward

Clir Gareth Epps

Gareth.epps@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Choral Society

Chair

Bev Davies

01869 347684

Church of England (St Peter

& St Paul) Rector Rev’d Harriet Orridge 01869 932224
Churchwardens cieen Baglin-Jones, Graham 1340099 347273
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Football Club Secretary Stuart Baillie 07809 629666
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Horticultural Society Show Secretary Vicky Clifton 07817 025948
Parish Council Clerk Cathy Fleet 07989 398838
Police 24hr Call Centre (non-emergency) 101
Post Office & Harris Stores Raj 01869 340201
Pre-school 01869 340863
Public House Red Lion 01869 389174
Robinson’s Close Letting Agent Angela Smith 07734 112967
Sports & Recreation Centre |Letting Agent Angela Smith 07734 112967
Steeple Aston Walking Gp Penny, Stuart, Sue, Graham |sawgox25@gmail.com
Valentine Club Richard & Daphne Preston 01869 340512
Village Hall (see Local Info) |Letting Agent Angela Smith 07734 112967
Village Emergenc
Teleghone S?/sterz eRIllEn
Village Website Editor Jenny Bell-steepleaston.org.uk|01869 943573
Volunteer Driver Service https://livewell.oxfordshire.gov.
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Editorial

As we welcome another year, the weather is relatively mild but
wet, the hosepipe ban has just been lifted, and Water Lane
continues to live up to its name with both the road and footpath
flooded once again! The occasional appearance of some low
winter sunshine is most welcome to break up the grey days,
casting long shadows across the landscape.

As you may know, The Grain Store is now under new
management with exciting plans for development, and we wish
them well as they take on this popular refreshment hub. Further
changes are coming with the recycling of glass that will now be
taken as part of the kerbside collection; plus read about the
recently introduced Oxford Congestion Charge. The Parish Council
is running a workshop for villagers to look at possible mitigations to
some of the concerning potential developments afoot in our
locality, so this is your opportunity to have an input on these
important issues.

Why not test your knowledge on all that’s gone on during 2025 in
and around our local community in our New Year Quiz — a good
practice run for the unmissable Annual Village Quiz Night on
Saturday 17t January.

Looking ahead to some spring warmth, take a look at the schedule
for the Spring Show in March, and start planning your entries now.
There’s something for everyone.

Wishing you all a very Happy and Healthy New Year!
Carol

The low winter sun shining through the trees at Raspberry Brake.
Photo: Carol Neville.




Steeple Aston Noticeboard o

WHAT IMPROVEMENTS COULD WE HAVE FOR STEEPLE?

Parish councillors held an informal meeting in November to consider what community benefits might be
required by us if permission were to be granted by Cherwell DC or the Government for one or more of the
major development schemes in the area currently under consideration — namely Heyford Park (and its
potential New Town); the Oxfordshire Strategic Railfreight Interchange at Ardley; Puy Du Fou near Bucknell
and Baynards Green warehousing. The planning system permits authorities to ask developers to pay for
‘mitigation’ to be provided where a community is likely to be adversely affected by the development. In the
case of Steeple Aston, it is the impact of increased traffic in the area that is the greatest concern, although
there could also be other negative impacts. This does not mean that approvals are inevitable, and, indeed,
your Parish Council is playing its part in opposing these huge schemes. But we want to hear what you
think about improvements to the village and the parish that might be desirable and possible. So, we’re
holding a public workshop on:

Friday 30t January in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. Free refreshments will be provided.
You can also email the Parish Clerk with your thoughts — parishclerk.steepleaston@gmail.com

Here are some of the ideas discussed so far:

¢ Increase safety for more cycling and walking; improving bus services; increase funding to the Bartons
bus service; every other S4 bus to service Middle Aston and Fir Lane; add cycle paths; add new
pavements where feasible; explore E-bike and car charge points.

¢ Improve walking surfaces e.g. Fir Lane verge from Dr Radcliffe’s school to the Grain Store; improve
footpaths; add street lighting; re-surface path down Heyford Road to Rousham Bridge; weight
restrictions and enforcement to reduce HGVs.

¢ Financial subsidies for the school and pre-school to protect their local service; and to Deddington
Health Centre and/or for locum village health services.

e Ensure our playground amenities are safe and suitable with funding for the playground toilet, and
upgrading of playground equipment.

¢ Improve and protect our environment by increased tree planting; a car park for South Side.

e Protect utility supplies by increasing our autonomy: village ground source heat supply (like North
Aston).

Can you help with the layout of SAL?
Between them, Martin Lipson and Edward Dowler have been working on the SAL layout for well over ten years! We are
very grateful to them for all their hard work and dedication. The desktop publishing software they’ve been using is now
very old and no longer supported. Therefore, it seems like a good time to find someone new to take over the role using
the successor software, Affinity by Canva. We have one volunteer already, but are looking for at least one more to share
the burden. Edward and Martin have divided the year into three-month blocks, but the new team could operate
differently, for example, by covering alternate months.
The way it works is that each month the Editor decides on the material to be included in SAL and plans the pages. She
sends everything to the designers who lay out all the articles, photographs and adverts to fit the space available, and
sends the final approved copy to the printers and for the website. There are rules to follow and a template with the
house style. The time commitment is usually no more than 14 hours per issue, which includes around 8-10 hours for
initial layout, plus a few hours for additions and corrections, around the third week of the month (14t-21st). Training
and support will be available to the new postholder to familiarise them with the role. If you would like to find out more,

please email the SAL Editor at editorsalife@gmail.com




Dear Editor

If the objective of OCC Highways is to have a pothole repair
programme which is as inefficient and expensive as possible, then
one would be obliged to say to them: "Well done! You have
achieved that objective!".

The potholes at the bottom of Paines Hill are a paradigmatic
example: 'repaired' time and again in a slipshod manner, with
crumbling material that falls apart and gets washed away after just
one winter, and needs to be 'repaired’' again and again at huge
cost to the taxpayer. Maybe they find this approach amusing, but
it's a very expensive hobby for the people of Oxfordshire.

Yoni Kinory

: Dear Editor

Compliments on SAL which has become a must-read, particularly following through with the Upper
Heyford Development. It is a huge brownfield site, which is better to be put to use rather than left idle.
However, the thought of three huge windmills in sight of Rousham is cultural vandalism on an epic

: scale.

Watching a BBC South report from Somerton, | learnt that there is no legal requirement for those
: involved with this major Application; The Ardley Warehouse Hub and Lower Heyford Station. The
: thought of the traffic disruption at the traffic lights at Rousham Bridge, which we use almost daily, fills

: me with dread.
: Colin Woodhead




Horse & Groom, Caulcott

- Consensio
divected by D Paul Hedley i
An afternoon choral concert for . j

Epiphany and Candlemas__ ||

Pieces by Byrd, Howells, Poulenc and others |
\ 1

Saturday 7* February, at 3pm
in Duns Tew Church
Tivkets: £12 (under 165 free)
Tewr, Caffee, Cake
in aid of Duns Tew Charch, OX25 6]F

T fwnk, contoel: Clare Burdess

Jerome and Staceﬂ Prigcnt

Excellent home cooked food with a Trench bwist,
in a traditional country F’”!:' setting,

DI:I:ning howirs:
Weds_Sat I.'-'.—f)]:!m and f_i—llFm
Sun: Il—_'ﬁ[_!-m

mw.hcr&c:.—mdgmmcadmttm.uk

itistewpeegmgdinilemn
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Organic, pasture-fed meat, ice cream & more - on your doorstep!

Order online

Farmers’ Market

Join a milk round

Order ice cream and
pasture-fed meat from the

farm

Free delivery
within 15 miles
{on orders over £100) or

collection from the farm

Find us at Deddington
Farmers’ Market on the
fourth Saturday of every

month

Fresh dairy
Pasture-fed meat

Ice cream

Twice-weekly deliveries
Monthly invoice
Reusable glassware

Delivery before 7.30am

Milk, voghurt & cream
plus extras including
kefir, eggs, meat

& ice cream

Find out more at www.northastonfarms.co.uk




The Grain Store Café welcomes new owners

The popular Grain Store Café in Middle Aston has new
owners — the delightfully named Totally Delicious
Limited. Let’'s hope they’re as good as their word! The
café was founded by Helen Taylor, long time resident of
Middle Aston, two years ago and it has proved a great
success, supported by villagers and attracting many
visitors from further afield. In a message on Facebook
announcing the sale of the business, Helen and her
son, Freddie, wrote: “We’d like to thank all our
customers for supporting our family business, you are
the ones that have made it worth all the hard work,
especially our regulars who have been with us from the
beginning. We’d also like to thank our staff, old and e
new, for their hard work and commitment to making the Photo of festive
café a success and a welcoming place to visit. Also,

thank you to the other Hatchery business owners and staff, for their friendship and support.

You shouldn’t see a change as everything will remain the same for now, but expect some exciting
developments early next year. Finally, the long-awaited bigger kitchen, etc...

Lastly, a big welcome to the Totally Delicious team. We hope you continue to support them as you have

”

us.

ey

G“réin Store by: Anya Robey

Totally Delicious is also an owner-managed business, although rather larger with responsibility for 12 sites
in total currently. The owner, Dominic Bowers, explained that they started in 2010 with a small tearoom on
the Trentham Gardens Estate in Staffordshire, which has now grown to a staff of 70 over four different
hospitality sites. Over the years, they have diversified, taking on event catering at weddings and concerts
and much more. But Dominic stresses that they’re an independent company and not part of a big chain.
They don’t have ambitions to expand onto the high street, as their preferred model is a pretty tearoom in a
lovely location.

They have also provided consultancy services to other similar businesses. When she was looking for some
business advice, Helen contacted Dominic on Facebook to see if he could help. He called into the café
when he was passing by, and was immediately impressed. He said: “It was like a mini version of what we
do — a pretty café selling local produce in a beautiful location.” When it became clear that Helen would like
to retire, and that the Hatchery owners were keen on the expansion of the business, Totally Delicious
decided to take it on. They have signed a five-year lease and hope to be here for much longer, working in
concert with The Hatchery owners to make the site more open and accessible. They're taking it slowly, so
nothing will change for several months. The kitchen will indeed be expanded, allowing them to extend the
menu. They will also apply for a licence so they can offer more evening events, maybe al fresco in the
summer.

Dominic is clear that he doesn’t want to spoil the café, but to improve it. There will be work on a structured
plan for more events and community-based activities in 2026. He says all of this will be carried out in
consultation with customers, and he will take some time to get to know the villages, and the local culture.
Meanwhile, in such a people-based business, the quality of the staff is very important. They will need more
people and are currently looking to recruit a local manager to replace Helen as well as more kitchen staff. If
you're interested, please email thegrainstore@totally-delicious.co.uk

For details of menus, opening hours etc, go to totally-delicious.co.uk/the-grain-store



Change How You Feel

Trauma Informed Counselling

Unlack Your Potential: how to master Biology and Science with Expert and Psychotherapy
Guidance! ‘Moving forward with confidence’

Biology A-level and GCSE Science Tutoring &

Facing difficult memaries & emaotions - or stuck
patterns, beliefs & phabias - on your awn can
feel overwhelming - where co vau start?

Searting Bilogy A-level this year? Struggling with GCSE Sciences or Biology?
Mead halp to boast vour grades? Let me halp you succeed in your studies

What | Offer, Together, we'll gat to the roat af i, bringing
faLr W ing into balance — empowearing
_ . o ~ vaur whole being inte ba .
« One-to-one tutering s_essia:;ns lailared to your feeds | '5:.;:4 yau to be yourself and live life ta the full, with
' Elearexplanath;h of complex topics o no limitations!
« Proven stratagies far exam success ||u‘-'~'|i.:-'
« Flexible onlinz ar in-person sessians W | can help you to;

- + Suppart with revisian and exam preparation + Process fraumatic memories and fealings

« Overcome fears and phobias

Choose Me? o
Why + Break patterns of self-doubt & reactivity
+ Experienced and qualified tutor with a passion for Biglogy * Relieve anxiety & stress el el
« Approachable, informal, friendly and suppartive teaching style » Trust in your own choices and actions
« Results-driven zpproach, focuszd an understanding and application + Regulate your own nervous system

o Al UK exam hoards covered, including I8 Find self-helisf & inrer-trust - Feel Fresl!

v Based in Lower Heyford, and as mebile as requirad

- References and testimonlals available Let's make meaningful CONTACT SALIMA MCKNIGHT :
Enhanced 85 certif
» Enhance certincztion change together! 07554 60G56D
Contact Me Teday to schadule your first sessian and start improving your il m".“h forafree  salima@innervisionstherapies.com
Science and Biolagy skills! consultation. www.innervisiontherapies.com
Mab:- 07415 062 342 paris.michaelides] @gmail.com Bl £ INNERVISION
o] Oxford area or Online '

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING IN THE COMFORT
& SAFETY OF YOUR OWN HOME

Friendly, mobile hairdressing service ‘x All equipment fully sanitized before
for the Cherwell district. every appointment for your protection.

xﬂ Fully insured and DBS checked. % 30 years hair cutting experience.

call DAVID on 07775 806655 or 01869 3469110

david@cutshair.co.uk » www.davidcutshair.com
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Steeple Aston 2025 — test your knowledge of the last 12 months

1) In January, a new Trust was formed to look at housing issues and help enable more afford-
able homes for local people. What is the name of this organisation?

2) Which village stalwart left the position of Village Hall Chair this year? Who replaced her?
3) Who is our local pothole expert?
4) On what date did the Spring horticultural show take place?

5) Who was elected as new Oxfordshire County Councillor (Deddington Ward) in May?
Which political party does he represent?

6) Who was elected as new Cherwell District Councillor (Deddington Ward) and for which
party?

7) Which main road saw lower speed limits introduced this year?

8) Why have there been so many vehicles including ambulances parked on land behind The
Hatchery lately?

9) What is the name of the historical theme park being proposed by a French company, for
Bucknell, near Bicester?

10) How many new homes are being proposed in the development plans for Upper Heyford?

(Answers on page 41)
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BACK PAIN, SPORTS
INJURY

& HEADACHE CLINIC
Especially for long term pain and problems

Hector Wells Bsc (Hons).DO.
Laura Humphries Ostegpath
Both University Clinical Osteopathic Tutors for over 15 years

Back, Neck, Sciatica, Frozen Shoulder
Knees and Hips, Pregnancy Backs
Baby Sleep/Colic Clinic
Recurrent Headaches, Migraine
Mental Wellbeing Clinic (also postnatal)

To avoid disrobing please wear leggings joggers and T-shirt

NS 2 2 Yo s T

Appointments (01295) 265267

Email: nector@thes4clinic.com
www. the54clinic.com

54 Bloxham Road, Banbury, Oxon,0X16 9]JR

BY LISA BOOTE

Reiki Master Practitioner and Teacher
{Accredited by CNIIC and The Reiki Federation)

Balancing ~ Harmonising ~ Restorative

Reiki is a natural healing therapy, which
helps with a variety of conditions:

~ Alleviates stress and anxiety

~ Strengthens the immune system
~ Improves sleep

~ Increases energy

~ Helaxes the body and mind

Visit my Reiki room in Steeple Aston to
discover how Reiki can help you.

Call on: 078794486874 or
Email: lisa.reikii@outlook.com
Find me on [nstagram (@reikilisaboote
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Tranquil room in Aynho offering a
range of massage treatments:

& Relaxing massage

& [Deep tissue massage
& Sports massage

* Pregnancy massage

& Indian head massage

Call Jo on 07751 684693 or email
easemassagetherapies@gmail.com

www.easemassagetherapies.co.uk

L BEERS ACUPUNCTURE
EVIDENCE-BASED ACUPUNCTURE FOR:

*  Acute and chronic pain relief
* Psychological and mood support
+  Women's health and fertility

¢

The Alrium
The Hatchery
Middle Aston

QX35 BOL

Scan to book or contact on:

LORI@LEEERSACUPUNCTURE . COM
Q7769 981736

LORI BEERS, MAHM, Dipl. OM, M.AAC
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Letter from Wesfminster

SAL’s regular epistle from our MP, Sean Woodcock

Our Local MP

Strengthening SEND Support: My first job outside of university was in special education, and speaking to
local people, | know there are big concerns in this area. Therefore, this month | hosted a Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Round Table with parents from across the constituency. We
discussed the real challenges families are facing - from delays to assessments, to gaps in specialist
provision, to pressures on schools struggling to meet rising need. | also spoke about these issues on BBC
Politics South, highlighting the need for reform. SEND reform is crucial if we are to meet our mission to
break down the barriers to opportunity for every child at every stage. We must get these reforms right, so
that the system works in the long term. | will continue pushing for a system that is inclusive, properly
funded, and responsive to local families’ needs.

Parliamentary Work: | have continued to contribute actively to the Housing, Communities and Local
Government Select Committee, pushing for better protections for renters, stronger community planning,
and fairer local government funding. I've also spoken to the Farm Retail Association, as part of the Rural
Services APPG, and attended a Round Table on Chiltern Railways, ensuring their services deliver for local
people. | took part in AFPS (Armed Forces Parliamentary Scheme) training, ensuring I’'m equipped to
advocate effectively for service personnel and veterans.

Budget: It was good to see new investments into apprenticeships, allowing SMEs to recruit apprentices
aged under 25 without the co-investment fee (the typical 5% employer contribution), as well as the end of
the two-child benefit cap, which will help lift 2,050 children in Banbury out of poverty. | was proud to be
mentioned by the Chancellor in relation to pre-1997 pensions, and am glad that compensation payments
from the Pension Protection Fund (PPF) and Financial Assistance Scheme (FAS) on eligible pensions built
up before April 1997 will from now on be linked to CPI-inflation (capped at 2.5%).

During winter, my focus remains on supporting families through rising living costs, backing local
businesses, and ensuring our public services have the resources they need. Thank you to everyone who
has written, emailed, or spoken to me at events this month - your views shape everything | do. If you'd like
to share an issue, attend a surgery, or invite me to visit your organisation, please do get in touch.

I would like to wish all readers a happy and healthy New Year!

Sean Woodcock
Member of Parliament for Banbury

Steeple Aston Online

News, information, pictures, local directory, weather forecast,
noticeboard and much more...

Your village. Your website. Visit today!

www.steepleaston.org.uk
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Secure Self -

Storagein &
Oxfordshire

1 O
..'_‘f'
-—

Affordable | Flexible Local & Easy

eggboxstorage.com The Hatchery, Middle Aston O

AT BEAT

DISCOVER OXFORDSHIRE'S PREMIER TRAINING DESTINATION, RICHT ON YOUR
DOORSTEPRP AT THE HATCHERY. MIDDLE ASTOM,

WE OFFER A TRANSFORMATIVE PERSOMNAL TRAINING PROGRAMME THAT GUARANTEES
RESULTS IN JUST ¢ WEEKS — SUPPORTED BY EVERYTHING ¥YOU NEED UNMDER ONE
ROOF.

ALONGSIDE EXPERT COACHING, YOU'LL AL5C ENJOY ACCESS TO OUR CO-WORK SPACE,
MUTRITION BAR, SPECIALTY COFFEE, AND STATE-OF-THE-ART RECOVERY SUITE TO
FUEL YOUR PROGRESS EVERY STEP OF THE WAY.

TRAIN. FUEL. WORK. RECOVER.

BOOK YOUR FREE
CONSULTATION ON
07362376573
OR EMAIL

14



Steeple Feople

Matt Glass

Which village do you live in? How long have you lived here? Bodicote
- 9 years, Business owner of Beat Gym at The Hatchery a year since
February 2025.

Where did you move from, and what brought you here? The Middle
East, my partner’s job brought us this way.

What do you like best about living here? The countryside.

A potted history of yourself in 40 words or less: | grew up in
Cambridge, a keen sportsperson, moved to the Middle East, met my wife
and had three children. Returning home, | opened Beat Fitness and Base
at Beat to build a thriving community.

How do others see you in five words? Driven, friendly, committed,
energetic, supportive.

What do others find most annoying about you? My business partner
would say the early morning onslaught of messages, business ideas and
anything else | can throw at him. Others may say something different.
Early bird or night owl? Cat or dog? Early bird. Dog.

Optimist or pessimist? Fast-paced or relaxed? Optimist. Fast-paced.
What was the best thing about your childhood? Playing sports every single day with the support of my
grandfather.

What is the best aspect of being an adult? Playing with my 3 children and seeing them grow.

What did you want to be when you grew up? A footballer.

What was your first job? And your current job? First job was a Gym Fitness Instructor. I'm now a
business owner of Beat Fitness (gym and recovery space) at the Hatchery.

Tell us about your hobbies: Anything my 3 children like to do — looking after myself, keeping fit and
football.

What is your best loved book & your favourite author? Book — ‘Extreme ownership’ as it changed the
way | look at business, leadership and life in general.

Who would you most like to have dinner with? My Grandad, we have so much to catch up onin 17
years.

Who do you most admire and why? My wife - her drive, her commitment and her way with our children.
What law would you pass if you could? A law that encourages healthier lifestyles, making fitness,
nutrition and mental well-being more accessible to all.

If you could ban one thing, what would it be? Smoking completely.

What makes you feel grumpy/angry? Mess and lack of order.

What makes you happiest in the world? My children.

Something surprising that you excel at? The 1% club TV quiz show.

What is your favourite saying or piece of advice? You don’t have to have it all figured out, but take that
first step and work on it daily.
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Guy Roberts

Extension
Conversion
Refurbishment
New Build

T. 07971 970311
E: info@guyr.co.uk

WWW.QUyr.co.uk
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Iron and Wood Ltd

the wood burning stove centre

Visit our showroom to discuss a

new Wood Burning Stove

Beaumont Road, Banbury, OX16 1RH
T: 01295 253936
E: info@ironandwood.co.uk

www.ironandwood.co.uk

WYCHWOOD ART

GALLERY

CONTEMPORARY
ART GALLERY

Located in
Deddington

Offering carefully
selected art and free
art advice in selecting
works for your home

Try before you
buy option




[ EWI WI Report

December was a busy month for Steeple Aston WI. The
Christmas wreath-making workshop was as usual a great
success and those who took part were very pleased with their
creations.

At the village Wassail, a group of WI members performed a
poem about a disastrous school nativity play, which was well
received by the audience. The Christmas lunch at Middle Aston
House was attended by over 30 members. It was a relaxed and
friendly event, and we were made very welcome by the staff
there. The competition to make a star-shaped Christmas tree
decoration from any material was won by Janet Coley's
beautifully-constructed folded paper creation.

The Oxford Federation has been discussing how to spend
their Denman grant funding. Proposed workshops include
mending, sewing machine confidence, repurposing fabrics,
creative dyeing, quilt design and more. The aim is to provide
courses and workshops which combine sustainability, skill-
building, creativity and social impact. Watch out for details of
courses in the New Year. There are two half-day découpage
workshops on 5th February; a trip to the orchid festival at
Kew Gardens on 24th February; also talks, and the OFWI
Annual Meeting. Details of events will be circulated to
members. The first meeting of the New Year for Steeple
Aston branch takes place on 13th January with a talk by Sue
Smith, the climate ambassador for Oxford WI.

We wish all our members a happy and healthy 2026!

Cathy Lawday

1 st Deddington Guides Report

We packed in lots of activities this half term - one favourite was Film Night, a great way to relax, when the
Guides wore their onesies or PJs, and with the inevitable snacks, settled down for a cosy evening. We've
tended to get ‘crafty’ since then, starting scrapbooks and learning how to make friendship bracelets, by

Daisy, following her recent trip to Cambodia!

We’'ve also been working hard at our Food Critic badge, with four girls reaching their goal by the end of term
- well done! Christmas then took over and we made various decorations and then ended the term with our

party. Lots of things being planned for next term already.
All girls over 10 years welcome. Come along and give us a try.

Happy New Year to everyone!

Maggie Rampley 07957 600755
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.
Atlas Pest and Wildlife
Control
Locally based
For all your pest problems inc.
vertebrate, invertebrate and avian
Call Phil on 07768 111491
for a prompt response

Never beaten on price or
professionalism

J I.DA building design

L4 Feasibility & Costings

Ll Planning Applications

L4 Building Regulations

U4 Construction Drawings

{4 New Builds & Extensions

1 Loft & Garage Conversions
L Internal Alterations

"ILDA has done 3 designs for us. The first one
has fransformed our lives. The work was of the
highest qualify and the level of service
excellent.” L e & & & 4

Call now for a
Free Consuliation: 018469 349825

Email: design@jlda.co.uk
Visit: www jida.co.uk

Helping You Create a Better Home
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T: 07836 623407
E: paul@paulbarberwindows.co.uk
www.paulbarberwindows.co.uk

OVER 30YEARS FENSA

EXPERIENCE

Registered Company

WINDOWS = SECONDARY GLAZING
RESIDENTIAL DOORS = FOLDING DOORS

Safeclean

= ([ GUARDSMAN

Professional Cleaning Services
The experts in cleaning:
Carpets * Upholstery * Mattresses
Oriental rug cleaning *Stain removal

All our work is fully insured and guaranteed.
We are DBS checked & adhere to all current
government guidelines.

Contact Russ Vernon,
for your free, no obligation quote:

Email: rvernonsafeclean@gmail.com

Mobile: 07825 918946

www.safeclean.co.uk




Poetry Corner

And so that was Christmas....

Poet: Peter Wild

extracted from my wallet
my savings spent on trash
awareness went myopic
as I ran out of cash
I'm not sure what it bought me
apart from half a stone
that settled on my stomach
that's pointing like a cone
the trouble is with Christmas
it's not just in December
it used to be a twelve-day gig
but now starts in September
four months of the year now
how did it get quite so?
I've no idea where advent went
that ship sailed long ago
through autumn now and winter

Post Christmas ditties
Poet: Cathy Lawday

As usual, the Christmas elf
Put my gifts upon the shelf
But I kid you not
The best present I got

Was the one that | bought for myself

Well, Christmas is over at last
2025 into history is cast
2026 is finally here
but I suspect this new year
will be no different than the last

Back to work, back to school
That's the end of another yule
It's time to start another diet
Time to face the bank's disquiet
The new year can be really cruel!

two seasons does it span
hello to spring and summer
enjoy them while you can!

Inspirational New Year’s quotes of timeless wisdom

“The best way to predict the future is to create it” — Peter Drucker
“Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. The important thing is not to stop questioning”
- Albert Einstein

“Sometimes the smallest step in the right direction ends up being the biggest step of your life. Tiptoe if you must, but
take a step” — Naeem Callaway

“Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it” — Charles R Swindoll

“Wisdom is the reward you get for a lifetime of listening when you’d have preferred to talk” — Mark Twain
“Patience is not the ability to wait, but the ability to keep a good attitude while waiting” — Joyce Meyer

“In the middle of every difficulty lies opportunity” — Albert Einstein

“The only way to achieve personal peace is to view challenges as opportunities for growth” — Roy T Bennett
“Wisdom is not about knowing everything. It’s about understanding the depth of your ignorance” — Confucius
“The greatest glory in living lies not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall” — Nelson Mandela
“Happiness is not something ready-made. It comes from your own actions” — Dalai Lama

= “Life is really simple, but we insist on making it complicated” — Confucius
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t f @ @ Expert Tree Care

9
C a r e Hedge trimming & removal Q
Stump removal & treatment @@

9
9

O 07788 289344
@ www.kptreecare.co.uk
kptreecare@outlook.com Site clearance

Planting & woodland management

58 <ROSARA

at NICHOLSONS

Our purpose is to connect people with climate and nature through meaningful experiences. We place people, principles and planet before profit.

We invite you to explore our carefully curated Plant Centre and Rosara retail space featuring locally-grown, fresh cut flowers courtesy of The Chipping Norton Flower Farm.
Enjoy generous hospitality from our Michelin-recommended Yurt restaurant and brand new Tiny Café.

To spark your curiosity, Rosara at Nicholsons offers a varied events programme consisting of dining experiences, seasonal fairs, talks, demonstrations and workshops.

We hope to welcome you soon.

www.nicholsonsgb.com | 01869 340342 | The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL
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( Q):) THE VALENTINE CLUB

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE!

Here we are in a new year and maybe it is an age thing, but | remember moving into the new
millennium and it seemed like time was moving at a pace then. Even faster these days, 26 years
later! | am writing this a little before our Christmas dinner on the 16" December, so | can only tell
you what is planned and, hopefully, what actually happened. We had 86 members join us in the
village hall for yet another sumptuous meal supplied by Sally and Jasmine and their friends (S & J
Cuisine) along with a giant raffle, bottles of wine and some soft drinks, a few songs from members
of the pre-school and Glyn with his songs from the 50s, 60s and 70s which, | am pleased to tell
you all, most of our members will remember. The week before, 50 of us travelled to Stratford-on-
Avon for a 70s Juke Box celebration accompanied by a three-course meal and great company.

Now into 2026, we welcome to the village hall an old favourite that most of you will know, Elvis!
Yes, you thought he had moved on to different pastures but how wrong one can be. This will be
our first meeting of the year and time for members to pay their annual fee of just £15. Held for yet
another year. Just had a thought! Maybe The Valentine Club should take over the country’s affairs
as we have not increased taxes, sorry, membership fees, for many years, but continue to provide
even more services!

So, what is ahead for the coming 12 months? Six day trips by coach to include travel by road,
steam and water, three holidays, top class entertainers and as much information relating to this
band of late developing teenagers as we can find. Most importantly, a chance to meet up with
friends, both old and new, and enjoy life to our best ability.

If you would like to support our club, the best way is probably to subscribe to The Cherwell Lottery
where 50% comes directly to the club and you have a much better chance of winning than most
lottery schemes. This last year, we have had two winners of £250 and numerous smaller prizes
and all this for £1 per week. Google Cherwell Lottery and make sure you support The Valentine
Club.

To find out more about The Valentine Club, then simply visit our own website on
valentineclub.wixsit.com/aston (easiest way to log on is go to the village website, go to ‘clubs
and societies’, find The Valentine Club and click on the link); or keep up to date by looking on the
village website steepleaston.org.uk or use that old-fashioned thing called a telephone and call
me on 01869 340512.

Thank you to everyone who has supported us over the past 12 months.

Richard Preston — Group organiser (for lack of a better description)
Richard.preston5@btopenworld.com — Tel 01869 340512

Road Closure
Advance warning that the dual carriageway section of the A4260 will be closed for a couple of nights this
month. The temporary measure will extend from the 14th to 16th January, between 8.00 pm and 6.00am,
to allow for re-dressing the road surface.
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Mew Year Mew opporlunities. As we slep confidently
into 2025 we would lke to thank the fantastic
Steeple Aston communily for putling your truslin
AR Property Partners throughout the year
e hope vour Christimas has deliverad calm,
laughter and guality time with the important peoplo
in your life. Theyvear ahsad is ready for action, Hare's
to good health progress and opportunitios werth
grabiing
Thinking aboul a move in 2026 17 a change of
adrdrass is on the cards we are ready to quide you to
a amarter decision,

Make vour move count with AR Proporty Partmers,

Where ambition meeats the right address

o OLEGE 354541 Head Cffice
01865 419630 Oxford Office

@ HellomARFroperlyParlners.cous

wanw ARProperlyPartners.couk

:II STAIR REDHGILSE

28 & 29 January 2026

Enquiries:
01865 241358 or :
duncan.lloyd@mallams.co.uk

Catalogue & online bidding
www.r:_lg_l‘l_a'ms.cq.u k
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Village Hall News

Happy New Year!

Are you one of the many people who pledges to make changes to their lives with a New Year’s
resolution? Well, perhaps the village hall activities could be the key. Our next big event is the Annual
Quiz night. Put the little grey cells to work. | am writing this in mid-December, so hopefully you have
already booked your table. If not, please see the details below.

Saturday 17th January 2026: Annual Quiz Night — 7.00pm for prompt 7.30pm start.

Many tables have already been booked, and with a max capacity of 12, you'd better be quick! Please
book your teams (max 8 per team) with Barbara Brewer (01869 340423) early to avoid disappointment.
£2.50 pp, Entrance fee at time of booking. You don’t need to be part of a team already. Please contact
Barbara and she’ll be able to assist individuals or couples to make up tables. There is a licensed bar, so
please do not bring your own drinks to the event, but bring money.

But what else happens in the village hall......

Monday: Pilates Classes: 2.15pm to 3.15pm. £8.00 per class. For more details contact Julia on 01869
347850.

Choral Society: Rehearsals from 7.45pm to 9.30pm. No auditions necessary. If you're interested, contact
SACS Secretary, Margaret Bulleyment, on 01869 347346 or mtheb749@gmail.com

Tuesday: Badminton: from 10.00am to 12 noon. £2 per session. This is a mixed group with all ages and
abilities. For more details, contact the organiser, Barbara Brewer, on 01869 340423.

WI (Women'’s Institute): Meets monthly on the second Tuesday of the month. Contact Julie Hillier
(President) on 01869 349185 j.hillier3@hotmail.co.uk

Valentine Club: The must join club for the over 60’s. Held monthly on the 3 Tuesday. For more details,
contact the organiser, Richard Preston, on 01869340512 / Richard.preston5@btopenworld.com

Garden club: For anyone with an interest in horticulture. Venues, days & times can vary, so contact
Richard Preston on 01869 340512 or Alison Llewellyn alisonllew.home@googlemail.com

Wednesday: Walking Netball: 10.15am. This is a fun group, as well as a way to get gentle exercise.
Either just turn up or contact Merrill on 01869 347802 / Merrill.bayley@gmail.com

Thursday; Badminton. Meeting from 8.00pm to 10.00pm, and just £2 per session. Sessions are informal,
played as doubles and pairings are mixed during an evening. This seems a bargain compared to driving
to a big sports centre! This is for over 18’s. If you are interested, just turn up and play, wearing sensible
clothing and footwear, and bring a racquet, if you have one. Or contact Alison Moran on 01869 347033.

Saturday: Steeple Aston Village Archive. The village history centre is a room accessed next to the hall
main entrance. Open every Saturday morning from 10.00am to 12 noon. Anyone interested to learn more
about village history or browse the many artefacts, photos and reports is welcome to drop in.
Alternatively, contact Stuart Cummins on 01869 349155 or email steepleastonarchive@gmail.com

Have an idea for a regular class or group? Why not ask us about our rates.

Our letting agent is Angela Smith — 07734 112967.
Please do not call this number between 6.00pm and 8.00pm unless urgent.

Email: steeple-aston-village-hall@hotmail.com Collect keys from 'Mijas' South Side, Steeple Aston. OX25
4RU.

Victoria Clifton (Chair) savh.org.uk/
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Drama and Fun - S

The chorus responded enthusiastically to the considerable
challenges of the glorious contrapuntal choruses — this is not
a work for the faint-hearted. Rossini’s humour ran throughout,
from the work’s ridiculous title — it is anything but small or
solermn — and on through choruses which, signalling they are
about to end, re-launch with full fanfare, into another massive
fugal section. An interesting feature was the contrast between
the piano part — brighter and used for the soloist’s movements
— and the harmonium part, which supported the lower
harmonies, before breaking out into a wonderful solo, Preludio,
when its true mellow sound could be appreciated. SACS would
like to thank all involved in this performance and especially the
audience, for the appreciation they showed for this dramatic
behemoth. At the end of the manuscript, Rossini writes to God
— Praise be to you and grant me entry into Paradise. If he made
it, further rehearsal may be needed from the rest of us.

teeple Aston Sings

With the church roof surrounded by scaffolding, SACStook
to the village hall to stage their dramatic autumn concert —
A Joyful Evening with Rossini. The last major work Rossini
wrote, Petite Messe Solennelle, was a fitting ending to a
life during which he had written over forty operas — most
of them comic — and, in spite of its setting of the words of
the mass, is structured in much the same way as his operas.
The work was written for a large ‘chamber,’ not a church,
which was perfect for the acoustics of the hall. The scene
was set, as the audience were greeted by the piano and the
keyboard/harmonium dramatically positioned up on the
stage, with the choir and soloists on the floor below. The
illustrious soloists assembled by conductor, Paul Badley,
had amongst others, sung at royal weddings; the opening
of the Olympics; in the Forbidden City, Beijing; won major
singing awards and accompanied other international singers.
Their arias and duets sparkled with colour, drama and wit.

H' II

Photos by Sue King
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A fortnight later and once again, the hall is alive with the sound of singing, for
the traditional Wassail Evening. A power cut had cancelled last year’s event,
but as the audience poured into the hall, aged from 0-90 years, it looked like
this year would make up for it. The evening began with the Wassailers
processing in to the Wassail Song; led as usual, by village violinist, Holly Viner
and her brother Daniel, with his jester bells. But this year there was a twist, as
Daniel read the first of some limericks he had written for the occasion, with a
little help from Al. No-one knew if they were the subject of a limerick or not,
and speaking as the only person who did know, it was very amusing watching
them wait to see who Daniel would name next. By now, the audience had
sampled the mulled wine and was getting into the spirit of the evening, singing Deck the Hall, and We Three Kings,
with its impressive volunteer soloists.

Eileen Baglin-Jones read a lovely Wendy Cope poem, expressing that, without a real
tree in your house, you have not taken in the spirit of Christmas and then, by contrast,
a distinguished guest — Mr George Bernard Shaw — delivered his thoughts on
Christmas, with An Atrocious Institution (was that Vaughan Billings lurking under that
enormous beard?).

One of Paul Herrington’s (last seen playing the harmonium) clever arrangements followed.
Angels Carol Medlley gave everyone the unique opportunity to sing several carols at once
and also the end of the Hallelujah Chorus.

By contrast, Holly and Paul gave us a beautiful performance of Paul’s setting of /n the
Bleak Midwinter. As the wistful sounds faded, it was time for the pre-interval marathon of
The Twelve Days of Christmas. | can honestly say every table gave their all to this (I am
still recovering), and it is no coincidence that the mulled wine ran out at the end of the
interval (stocks are being laid on for next year.) Many thanks to Barbara, Vicky and Anne
for managing all of this. Suitably fortified, Winter Wonderland and Rockin’ Around the
Christmas Tree, again specially arranged, were sung with gusto. Then came Adam’s, O
Holy Nighif sung by the Wandering Wassailers, with anyone now confident enough to join
them, singing along.

The ethereal atmosphere was broken by Cathy Lawday’s, hilarious A
Christmas Drama, performed with her fellow Wissailers, featuring a school
nativity play that went wrong and then right (for some). The atmosphere
changed again, as Holly performed Walking in the Air. It was a very
pleasant surprise for many people, to find that Holly can sing as well as she
can play the violin. Then it was the Handbell Ringers turn and they gave us
a wonderful medley of festive favourites, before heading for the doors in
the hope that the Village Wassailers would then be generous in their
response to this year’s charity, the Alzheimer’s Society. Thanks to
everyone (of all ages) who helped make this such a successful evening.
Next year, it will take place on Sunday 6th December at 6.00pm. Put the
date in your diary now. Waes-hael!

Margaret Bulleyment Photos by Nigel Francis

25



Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL &

WIFI SERVICES

B Aerials - supplied, repaired and
poor reception solved

B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades,
discreet dish installations

B WiFi - blackspots cured, data cables installed

B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

&= OXFORD AERIATLS

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
shaun@oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call Bicester 01869 221783

Puppy €lasses

Teach your puppy to w alk on a loose lead,
w ait, sit, dow n, come and much more!

Have a sociable and w ell-trained dog

Puppy play & socialisation.
t's fun & easy for all the family!

Classes held in Deddington

L

Book online at
www.canine-paradise.com

Tired of raking
leaves?

Don't sweat - go cordless!
Discover our huge range af aver 100
all-alectric cordlass Cobra and EGO

Poweer + garden lools & machinery,
from leaf blowers to ride-on mowers!

GARDEM

ELECTRIC gI{RaiCIEENEe

Esperience the benefils of our powerful
baltery-powared gardan boole:
= Much quigtar and no fumas

» Less diring vibrations

Click in e babiery and 00 - Nd Mo
homble pul-conds!

= Mo rmone frigs b the petrol station
and E10 palral gaing off over winlar

= Little or no servicing - cheaper

= running cosls
ST gy agter onlina: hello@garden-slactric.co.uk
FREE local delivery & sat-upl www. garden-electric.co.uk

Painting
Company

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATION

All forms of interior and exterior painting
and decorating, specialising in murals.

T: 01295 811026

E: pete@noahsarkpainting.co.uk
'W: noahsarkpainting.co.uk

Pebsham Cottage, Aynho Road, Adderbury
Oxfordshire, OX17 3NL
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BLAST from the past

A Snowy Blast from the Past

Some of our readers will recall Paul Hotston, who catalogued the village in a series of fantastic
photographs in 2000 for the new millennium, which he kindly donated to SAVA. Amongst these are
a series of snowy shots — these show the children’s play park after a downfall, plus villagers making
the most of the chance for some fun-filled sledging down the Tchure!

The bottom left photo depicts schoolchildren being collected by Charabanc at Church Corner/Cow
Lane in the 1930s.

Photographs courtesy of Steeple Aston Village Archive (SAVA).




NPTA vices | sihe

READY FOR THE JOURNEY AHEAD

FOR ALL %
YOUR SEG SUON

VEHICLE £ Y @&
&S
N E E D s CLUTCHES EXHAUSTS TYRES

PLUS all our work is covered by our 12 month guarantee *

*Covers parts & labour. Ask for more details in branch.

01869 347 770 | WWW.PTAGARAGES.CO.UK

HOPCROFTS HOLT, STEEPLE ASTON, BICESTER, OXFORDSHIRE OX25 5QQ

Eldon Friends

For all your Social Care requirements

Eldon Friends are an independent service, who specialise in providing support
to enable you to remain living independently in your own home.

Whether you require personal care, assistance with medication, transport
to appointments, help with your shopping or simply companionship,
Eldon Friends can cater for your needs.

Contact us today for a no obligation discussion of your individual requirements.
Directors Elaine and Don Kelly: Tel: (01869) 340449 Email: info@eldonfriends.co.uk
Feel free to visit our website at. www.eldonfriends.co.uk

Covering The Astons and surrounding viflages.
Qualified in Health and Social Care
Fully Insured « Eldon Friends. Established 2014

28




Football Focus

The club has built on the heroics of the now
legendary Wroxton 10 men game (see
November SA Life), and has managed to put two
wins on the board out of the four matches played
over the last month. A 4-0 loss to a resurgent
Middleton Cheney followed by a 2-1 home defeat
to Bearley in the mid Oxon Cup had threatened
to suck some of the life out of the squad, but
back-to-back wins have ensured that the
momentum for the season remains.

A 2-1 revenge win over Bearley United in the league being a season high point for the SAFC; the fixture
gods had made it rather challenging with consecutive matches against the same team. It took a lot of
guts to put that narrow cup exit to one side, and goals from Rhys Allen and Adrian Voinea (6th goal of
season) saw the lads pick up an important three points to move towards a steady mid table position. A
professional 3-0 win over Shipston Excelsior Colts then followed with goals coming from the ageless
Adam Peckham, Seth Lovell (5th goal of the season - all outside of the box!), and Mircea Coltor finding
the net on his debut. The team enter the busy festive period in good spirits, having seemingly sorted out
some early season teething problems and look forward to playing back at home in the new year, where
we could always do with any extra support from the local community!

Alex Keal

-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-1

Steeple Aston footpaths guide

Are you new to the village, or interested in
exploring our beautiful countryside?

Why not pick up ‘A Guide to the Footpaths in &
around the parish of Steeple Aston’ from the village
shop, priced at just £2.00, to discover seven local
routes. As the last Cotswold village, with the River
Cherwell marking the end of the Cotswolds, the
surrounding hills and valleys bring a pleasant air of
tranquility. Footpaths vary in length from 2km to
5.2km with different routes available. This
informative guide is produced by Steeple Aston
Life, therefore, all sales help with product costs of
the magazine. Thank you.

Steeple Aston Parish Councillors

Angharad Lloyd-Jones (Chair)

Martin Lipson (Vice Chair),
Planning, Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan Forum

Peter Dammermann
Greg Elphick

Charlotte Powell, Sports & Recreation Centre,
Environment

Mathew Watson
Cathy Fleet — Parish Clerk

Email: parishclerk.steepleaston@gmail.com
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D L HANCOCK LTD

. . the
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons oll la -“
Established 30 years and still independent WI n ml

DEDDINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

WEARE BICESTER™S GLDEST INDEPESIENT
TAMITY OWNED & RIIN FUNERAL DIRECTORS

ire!
A canng raditional 24 hour service SPHGEE .Fﬂr hIrE‘
prowided by Mr. Hancock and his team personally Get to know our fabulous facilities

S:Tvins Ricester and all ﬁurruumling Atens

Private Chapel Of Rest [deal for dance and yoga clacees

Tazuar Floet of Funcral Cars Brilliant meeting epace with AV

Kide’ partiee next 1o Adventure Playground
_ or hire our All Weather Court
3% ecclesiastical :

Perfect for parties and performances

Tel: 01869 244200 (24 HI‘S') Qreat for clubs, acceseible
Chapel House, 13 North Street, +: 07720 834006
Bicester, OX26 6NA. www.thewindmilldeddington.org

C.S. Boswell

Independent Family Funeral Services
Your wishes, in your fime, our care, every time...
{%:}

L/

24 hour personal service E: infoZboswellfuneralservices.co.uk

00

Carl 5. Boswall Ryan Boswal Joy Davies, Dip FD
Funaral Director Funamal Director Funara Dimcior

58 Bucknell Road, Bicester, OX26 2DW
01869 221937

Also at

T Bicester Road, Kidlington, OX5 2LA 364 Banbury Road, Summertown, OX2 TPP
3 165 373 01865 553737

www.boswellfuneralservices.co.uk
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Happy Diamond Wedding Anniversary!
On the 13t January, Brian and Judy Batchelor celebrate their 60" wedding anniversary. Brian
moved to Middle Aston in the late 1950s, when his father took over the running of the poultry
buildings, now known as The Hatchery. Judy (nee Critchley) was born and raised at Cuttle
Mill, where her parents and grandparents were tenant farmers on the Rousham Estate. Both
went to Senior school at Steeple Aston, Young Farmers in the village hall and married in St
Peter and Paul. Although they moved away soon after marrying, and raised a family in
Herefordshire, the links to the village have stayed strong, most recently visiting to sadly say
goodbye to Stuart Walton, lifelong friends since school days. Weirdly, their connection to
Steeple doesn’t end, as their son married a local girl called Yta Nicholson of Kralingen,
Fenway, also married in the village church, but that’s a story for another day.

Brian and Judy Batchelor on their wedding day, in Arthur Wadham’s horse and cart.
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K! Arbor Vitae Oxford
TREES & GARDENS
: Arboricultural Expertise :

Tree Surgery : Planning : Consultancy :

Benjamin Downing Nd Arboriculture
Nch Horticulture

Old Butcher Heyford Road Steeple Aston
OX25 45H

e: arborvitaeoxford@yahoo.co.uk
m: 07443 582 747 h: 01869 347 985

OSBORNE STONESCAPES
Dry Stone Walling &

Landscape Construction

wwwosbornesfnees.cau
07596 161364 3
osbornestonescapes@gmail.com

N\

CERTIFIED

UK SOLAR GENERATION

POWERING CHANGE

NAHT e: info@uksolargeneration.co.uk

Friendly, responsive,
Oxfordshire company

Save up to 70% on your
electricity bills

Solar PV Systems
Battery Storage Systems
Electric Car Charging Points

t: 01869 932250
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Steeple Aston Garden Club R
P 2

Our final event of the gardening year was to visit The Holt for a festive Christmas lunch. The food was
excellent and was served very professionally, while we all enjoyed chatting and catching up. It was so
good, we have already booked for next Christmas!

Overall, this has been another very good year for the Steeple Aston Garden Club with some excellent
speakers during the winter months, and visits to several very different gardens in the summer. We have
also welcomed a few new members, so why not come and join us?

After a break in January, the Garden Club’s first monthly talk will be on Tuesday 3rd February 2026 in the
village hall, when Caroline Landless from Rousham is coming to give us a talk about the history and
development of the gardens and the famous landscaping of the grounds at Rousham. For any non-
members, please come along and join us. Doors open at 7.00pm for a 7.30 start, so there is time to collect
a cup of tea or coffee and a biscuit. We are also working on a list of gardens for our monthly visits next
summer, including a follow up visit to Rousham. The calendar of events will be updated on the website
soon, or in the meantime, please contact Richard or Alison for more information.

Enjoy the festive season and we will look forward to seeing you in the spring, when the snowdrops,
crocuses and daffodils are emerging to signal the start of a new gardening season!

Alison Llewellyn alisonllew.home@gmail.com

Richard Preston richard.preston5@btopenworld.com
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Vehicle damaged?
Don't delay, repair it today

» Minor Dents?

» Bumper Scuffs? ) Paint Scratches?

é¢ \Very impressed with the
overall service. Great job on the
paintwork repair.
Awesome customer service.??

ChipsAway

LIKE IT NEVER HAPPENED

0800 028 7878

www.chipsaway.co.uk

Call or go online today for your FREE estimate

Everyone is welcome in the salon —
ladies and gents, and children from
the young to teenagers

We want you to relax, laugh and have
fun whilst being looked after and
getting a great service at the same time

Visit our website to see all our services

And come to visit us for a warm, friendly
experience with qualified hair stylists

The Holcombe Studio
High Street, Deddington OX15 OSL

Telephone: 01869 226522

Email: polkadotsuk@ymail.com
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HPRINT &
% DESIGN
® @ ®

CREATE THE RIGHT
IMPRESSION

Q;.‘ DIGITAL & LITHO
PRINTERS

Booklets

|~
\"t Brochures

\
o
b
Leaflets
Business Stationery

Order of Service Sheets

Ltnit 2 Glenmore Business Contre,
Range Road, Witney, Oxon OX29 044
Tel Q1265 248762
Ermall: print@joshushorgan.co.uk
whwhw joshuahorgan.co.uk

OXFORD BUS MUSEUM

Cur 1881 horse-drawn tram was restored in our
workshop. We know it is accurate bacause we
had the original design drawings. Note the
paraffin lamp and red chimney on the left of the
tram under tha canopy. As wall as being a
warning to oncoming traffic, it lit the inside of the
tram.

Mext to Hanborough Station OX29 8LA
01296 925797

info@oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk
Cafe / Children’s area / Shop

For events information:
www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk
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OXEORD BUS MUSEU\|

A new vehicle acquired with a view to restoration.
NN d 7 T SEE After the excitement of the New Year's

Day running event with the Christmas

Jumper Competition, January is a quiet
month for visitors. However, the
workshop volunteers are busy.
Restorations continue and our South
Midland minibus is having a new engine
fitted in preparation for the 2026
season. Our 1948 Morris 10 Series M’s
full restoration is nearing completion
and it should emerge from the
workshop in 2026.

Some museum volunteers have

Photo credit: the Post Office Vehicle Club. A 1945 Y type postal van, clubbed together to buy, and therefore
GYW 973, photographed on Dulwich Common, which worked for the ’
Post Office from May 1946 to August 1960. save, a 1944 Morris Post Office series

Y van, GXK 685.
It arrived at the museum on 8th October to be stored until ' LA
restoration starts, and the first task is to fit four new tyres so
it can be moved more easily. The Morris series Y 100 cubic
foot vans were first used for postal work in 1939, when two
were purchased. They had a 11.9hp side-valve engine and
a 10cwt semi-forward-control with an all-steel construction.
Interestingly, the engine was positioned to one side,
allowing the driver to sit beside it with no room for a
passenger. GXK 685 is a Cowley-built Series Y van and
one of a batch of 350 supplied in 1944 to Royal Mail. We understand that it spent its early years in rural
Cumbria before being sold to a carpenter in Nottinghamshire where, it is believed, it was used in his
business for the transportation of coffins! It was last used in 1964.

About twenty years ago, GXK685 was purchased by a local collector with the desire to save it, because it
is thought that only two other Royal Mail versions of this type have survived. On learning that it was still
awaiting restoration, a syndicate of seven museum members have joined together with the aim of
restoring it to its original condition for the Museum.

Watch this space!

Frank Collingwood
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The Spmng E"Icwer Shuw wﬂl be heldm 'rh-e ‘-’llhge Hall on Su.mln:.r 2ind Murch from 2 EIDp:m d 30 pm. Enl:m- are open 10
sveryons and new axhibitors are welcome. The entry fee includes the Society's memberthip f2e. Rules for exhibitors are a8 laid
down by the secretary in the Annual Show Schedule sxcept (o) entries roust be in by 7.00pm on Thurvday 19th March. NO

LATE ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THIS DATE. (b) exhibits rust be staged berween 9 00am -

10. 308 on the

moming of the show after which the hall will be closed. Multiple entries in the warne class will not be allowed in Dividons 1,2
end 3. Cups will be swarded to the winner of most paints in 2ach open Diviton and the Mead Vase mill be swarded 1o the person

having entersd in at least theee of the five divisions and gaining the most paints in the thow. Easter eggs will be swarded 10 the
winner of the most points in &&ch of the children's age groups and the Bedding Cup for the beu children’s athibat.

DIVISION L
HORTICULTURE - FOR DUNCAN CUP

et ool o

g
9.
10.
1L
12

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
1%
20.

Tulips growing in a container

Dafiadils (long o short turpsets) growing in container

Datfodils (roulti-headad) growing in containser
Miniztur: Datfodils growing in container

Hyacinths growing in container

Any other container grown bulb

Any other container grown wprng flowen's of one or
mor: variety, excluding tulbs

Cactus or succulant) must be in your

Pot plant flowenngl possession for at leasr

Pot plant foliage ) & weaks

Wase of Cun Garden Blooms

Wase of Garden ShrubyHedgerow/ Treezs, Buds or
Elossom, judged on vanety and quality

5 cun sterns of Datfodils (long truropets) any vaneties
5 cut stems of Datfodi] (short trumpets)any vansatiss
5 cut sterns of rofvisture Datfodils

5 cut stermy of multi-headed Datfodils

3 stzms of Rhubarb tops on}

Wase of cut scented Spring flowen

A& dngle cut Datiodil with solitary bloom

Anvy frech vegetable (excluding Bhubarb}

DIVISION 2
COOEERY - OEWILCUP

21
2
23
24
23,
26.

A Savoury flan [state flavour)
A Babka

Fidget pis

3 Chocalate eclairs

3 egg Vicroria Sandwich

3 Shrewsbury biscuits

27. “Fat free” cake —list ingradiants

28,
20
30
3l.
1
33.

3 Filled chocalates [PralinsBonbon type). State filling
Marmalads

Fruit curd (lemon, orange, lime st}

3 horoe produced sggs of domestic fowl (with saucer)
Homemade lemonads in a clear bottls with a glass
Homermade deoholic dnnk in a clear glass bottle wath

a glass (Mo home distilled spirits. Shop purchased giny
vodicas to flavour are allowed)

-FLORAL ART FOR THE FLOWER
CLUE SILVER TROPHY [All 4 classes count for the cup)
Exhobits marked * to be staged in & niche 42cm wade, 42cm
deep snd 50cm high. NOTE NEW SIZES.
34. Pouy for the visually impaired, judged on texture & swcent
35. *Title - “Shakespears Play® - sccessonies allowed
36 *Foliage Arangement - no sccessones allowed
37 *Apsngernent in & teapol - socessories sllowed
DIVISION 4 - FOR HANDICRAFT CUP
38 A kninedicrocheted i12m
30 A pin cuthion
40. A limerick - There once wasa poet caled Will
(With & ngllablﬂ in 1%, 2™ znd 5% lines, and 5 syllables in
3 end 49 lines)
41, A painting or drawing
42 A decorsted plant pot
43 Any other handicraft
44 Photo = “Whate'
45, Photo — Reeyeled”
46. Photo = “Aged’
47 Photo “Textures’ Must be black snd white phaoto
Phirtos - may be in cobowr or black and white for classes 44 fo
46 omd all photos are not to exceed 7" by 5. No monnts
alkrwed

]}IVISI(H\I 5. uig nomst be written on nll'lﬁ:.rl

42 ﬁpauﬂing of dmwmg
45 A decorsted plant pot
0. 3 decorated roind rolls (mind roll can be thop
purchassd, judgsd on appearance only})

T
31 A decorated plant pot

52 Banzna bregd — 0 be judged on taste & appearance
33, A sock puppet

UNDER L} - for all child 1L inclert
34. A decorsted plant pot

35 Apopup card

36 3 1ced fingers to be judged on taste & appearance

37. Decorated birthday cake. Judged on taste and
EppearAnce.

I8 A decorated plant pot

3% Photo = ‘Food' oo lagger than 77x 5"

Pleass cirele the elasses you with to enter and returm the entry form to: Claire Coysh, Walton House, South Side, Steeple Aston
X235 dRT (07792 065482 ) or Victoria Clifion, Blushsll Cottage, Middle Aston, OX 23 JPE (07217 25048) with full entry fes
by 7.00 pra on Thursday 19* March 2026, Extra forms are svailable from Vicky ar Claire, oo the village shop or village webaite.
Classes 1.47 entry fee 30p. Classes 4850 entry fee 10p. Prizes Hirst £2, second £1, third 50p

For our privacy policy ree: swepleaston orgukielubs-rocfeties/gardenimg/ihorfeultural

R R R A R B B R A A S A R R R R A R S R S e R S

ENTRY FORM

N mitering Dividon & - Age a day of Shew . .

Parent's cO0eMHE 10 BHITTE aorvemcnsisnimisnisniasinsinsimisninsinnsns

Cleme 1 234 5§ 6 7T 88 W11 12 I3 M B KDL I
N LW WD BYNIARDM NN
47 43 44 45 46 4T 45 49 S0 51 ST K 564 55

£6 BT & 2



Can | still drive to Oxford now there's a congestion charge in Oxford?
Yes, you can!

We know the new Oxford Congestion Charge can be a bit confusing, but the good news is that
it's still easy to get to Oxford without going through a charging point, depending on your route.
The charging points are currently located on Hythe Bridge Street, Marston Ferry Road, St
Cross Road, Thames Street, St Clement’s and Hollow Way. You will only be charged if you
pass directly through one of these locations.

COMING BY CAR

If you're driving from outside Oxford, you can usually reach the city centre and nearby parking
without passing through a charging point, if you travel via Woodstock Road or Banbury Road
(neither of these routes has a charge point).

For parking, we recommend:

Gloucester Green Car Park

St Giles Car Park (on-street parking)

Or one of the Park & Ride sites — buses stop in the city centre. The bus journeys are free until
the end of January 2026. Up to two adults and three children can claim free travel to and from
one of the sites with a valid parking ticket (£2.50 for 16 hours).

OTHER WAYS TO TRAVEL
Oxford is easy to reach by bus, train, cycle, taxi or on foot. The train station is about a 10-
minute walk away from the city centre, and there are plenty of bus routes.

FREE DAY PERMITS
If you live in Oxfordshire, you can apply for 25 free day permits per car. Oxford city residents
can apply for 100 free permits.

WHEN THE CHARGE IS ACTIVE

The Congestion Charge operates from 7.00am to 7.00pm. If you’re coming to an evening
event, you'll be able to drive through the charging points after 7.00pm without paying the £5.00
charge or using a permit.

RUSH HOUR EXCEPTIONS

The charge points on Marston Ferry Road and Hollow Way only operate during rush hours
(7.00am — 9.00am and 3.00pm — 6.00pm), so you can drive through those freely outside those
times. Outside the charging hours, there’s no charge for any vehicle.

IF YOU NEED TO PAY THE £5 CHARGE
You can pay the Congestion Charge easily online: oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-
travel/oxfords-temporary-congestion-charge-cars/pay-congestion-charge
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2 ) ),
SWIFT

numbers are plummeting

Sadly, they're now on the UK's Red List of Birds of
Conservation Concern. For every ten Swifts zooming across
our skies in 1995, there were only about three by 2022. Swift
populations in Britain slumped by 66% between 1995 and
2022 and have continued a rapid downward trend.

What can we do?
Come and find out at a lecture by

Chris Mason - Swift expert

(not the BBC political editor!)
on

Wednesday February 11th
at 7.30pm
in
Steeple Aston Village Hall

Please contact martindale865@gmail.com to reserve a seat.

Steeple Aston Environment Committee Sponsored by Sustainable Steeple
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Street names evoke nature as the real thing vanishes
A study of Ordnance Survey data has revealed a huge increase in the number of new road names inspired
by bird species that have undergone shocking declines and continue to be pushed closer to the brink. In
our analysis of OS Open Names data for Great Britain covering 2004 to 2024, we have found steep
increases in the number of streets in new developments named after birds that are declining in the wild.
Named for missing nature? Streets named for Skylarks, for example, have gone up 350%. Meanwhile the
UK’s breeding population has dropped by a shocking 53% in recent years. Other species that are on the
rise in terms of street names are: Starling (up 156%), Lapwing (104%), Swift (58%), Puffin (54%) and
Nightingale (37%). Yet, all of these species are on the Red List of conservation concern, with all suffering
declines in recent decades.
The UK has lost 53% of its breeding Skylarks, 62% of its Lapwings, 82% of its Starlings and 89% of its
Nightingale populations between 1970 and 2022, along with 68% of its Swifts between 1995 and 2023, and
nearly a quarter (23%) of its Puffins since 2000. OS data also shows that the presence of ‘meadow’ in road
names increased by 34% between 2004 and 2024. This is despite the UK having lost 97% of
its wildflower meadows since the 1930s.

Skylark (left) & Nightingale (right) — courtesy of RSPB
Huge public support for nature: The increase in bird or nature-related street names would seem to speak
to our innate love for wildlife. Yet conversely, the UK is now one of the most nature depleted countries on
earth, with the proposed Planning and Infrastructure Bill threatening to drive further declines. Separate
research published by More in Common found that people don't want new homes to be built at nature's
expense. Only 20% of Britons think environmental standards should be weakened to build more houses,
while 72% of the public think more positively of politicians who say, "New housing and infrastructure should
integrate with the natural world, not destroy it". Two-thirds (67%) say politicians are out of touch with the
public’s values on nature.
Beccy Speight, RSPB Chief Executive, explains: “This analysis shows councils and developers are happy
to name streets after the nature we love while efforts to prevent these birds disappearing from our skies
remain woefully inadequate. If we carry on down this road and fail to halt nature’s decline, rusting street
signs may be one of the few perverse reminders of everything we've lost. We deserve to enjoy the sounds
of a Nightingale in full song or Swifts screaming overhead, rather than living in silent streets with ironic
names. Our future resilience depends on it”.
“The UK Government appears oblivious not only to how much people care about nature in this country, but
to how critical a thriving natural world is to our economy. We know that thoughtful planning from the
beginning could help balance the many competing demands, and that development and growth can go
hand in hand with nature’s recovery".
RSPB rspb.org.uk/

Join the world’s largest wildlife survey!
The RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch takes place from Friday 23 — Sunday 25t January 2026, and the charity is asking
everyone to get outdoors and start counting. Simply spend one hour noting the different types of wild birds that visit
your garden, local park or nearby open space, and submit your results online to rspb.org.uk/birdwatch. The results
will provide a unique snapshot of birdlife in the UK. Schoolchildren can also take part in the Big Schools’ Birdwatch
from 6th January — 14t February — a great opportunity to get out in the school grounds and learn about local wildlife.
For details: visit rspb.org. uk/schoolswatch
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Snowdrop Sunday

Sunday 8" February

2.30 - 4.30pm

Snowdrops in the churchyard
Homemacde cake and tea £2.50
in the church

PLUS BOOKSTALL . ~ 'Lb
'

Steeple Talks 15" January
In the Church = 7.15pm for 7.30pm

When Design Goes Wrong —

Lessons from History

Stuart Cummins
Retired Engineer

10 USER SERVICEABLE
|/ I

Why are things =0 complicated™ Why do things take so long to build? Why didn’t the designers think of this...¥

Refreshmeants from 7.15pm
Donations are welcomed for church funds.

All Welcome



Church Matters

Happy New Year!

| pray that you have all had a wonderful Christmas holiday full of Love, Joy, Hope and Peace. One of the things I
love most about the holidays is gathering together as a family, particularly over a meal. Gathering around a table to
eat is a wonderful social occasion, especially when celebrating. I love the conversations, be they comical or debates
about serious topics, all wrapped in silly anecdotes, and tied together with stories, creating a perfect present of new
memories. Even scientists tell us about the enormous benefits of eating together, beyond the increase in social
skills. Eating together generally means we eat better food due to a preference for home cooking over fast food, with
increased protein and fibre and less sugar, although this doesn’t perhaps apply to the traditional Christmas

dinner. Also, when we eat together, we generally eat more slowly which in turn improves our digestion. Apparently,
if we eat whilst multitasking, such as working or watching TV, we are more likely to swallow air, which is not
beneficial. Eating together also provides enormous benefits for our mental health, reducing our stress levels and

combating loneliness and depression.

Virtually every religion and culture has special celebratory meals, which both
help tell their faith story and help build community. The Bible both begins and
ends with meals. God's first words to humans is an invitation to eat and
ending with the wonderful image of a heavenly banquet. Jesus regularly ate
with people, from his first miracle at a wedding celebration or providing a
picnic lunch for 5,000, through to his last meal when he celebrated the
Passover with his disciples. Jesus gathered with people, eating with them
whilst sharing stories and exploring the issues of the day and building
community.

We’d be delighted if you’d like to gather with us each Tuesday evening at the
Red Lion for 7The Gathering, an informal discussion group exploring the
relevance of biblical stories for our lives in 2026. Starting on 13th January,
we will look at the meals Jesus shared: it’s an opportunity this new year to
connect in new ways with our community, with ourselves and with God!

God Bless

The Gathering

an informal discussion group in

The Snug at The Red Lion
Every Tuesday evening 7:30-9pm
Starting 13th January

A5 wen gather CIE and Jenny Royal will lead us in
our exploration of the meals Jasus shared and
their relevanca to us in 528

Coma and join us and cornect with others -
opan 1o avanyone.

Further datails fram
Jenriy | e v aroyal e grmall. oo oF
Harriat rarsatsntchurchdgmail.com

1) The Steeple Aston and Middle Aston Community Land Trust.
2) Barbara Brewer; Vicky Clifton.

3) Graham Porcas.

4) Sunday 23 March.
5) Gareth Epps; Liberal Democrats.
6) Zoe McLernon; Conservatives.

7) A4260.

Ukraine’.
9) Puy du Fou.
10) 9,000.

Steeple Aston Quiz 2025 answers:

8) They are waiting to be driven to Ukraine as a charitable donation by the organisation ‘Driving
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Recycle glass at home with kerbside collections

From 1 January 2026, residents across Cherwell will be able to recycle glass bottles and jars using

their blue recycling bin or approved recycling sacks.

This new service makes it even easier to recycle and helps to reduce waste, save energy, and protect
the environment. Glass can be recycled again and again without losing quality. By collecting it at

kerbside:

It makes recycling easier for households.

It reduces the amount of waste going to general waste.

It cuts carbon emissions and reduces the use of raw materials.
Glass you can put in your blue recycling bin:
You can recycle:

Glass bottles (all colours)

Glass jars (e.g. jam jars, sauce jars)

Please rinse items before placing them in your recycling bin to remove food or drink residues. There

is no need to remove labels or lids.

If your bin is full, please place extra glass bottles and jars safely in a cardboard box next to it. DO NOT

leave any loose or broken glass as it's unsafe and will not be collected.

If you have recycling sacks instead of a bin, please ensure all bottles and jars are placed inside the sack

and that there is NO loose or broken glass left out.
Glass you must not put in your blue recycling bin:
Do NOT recycle:
Pyrex or heatproof glass (such as oven dishes)
Drinking glasses, tumblers or wine glasses
Ceramics or crockery

Light bulbs or fluorescent tubes

Window panes or mirrors

Broken glass (wrap securely and place in general waste bin)
Not sure? Then check the Waste Wizard to find out the best option for your item.
Bottle banks:

Bottle banks will be removed gradually as kerbside glass collections are rolled out. We recognise there
may still be some need for ‘on-the-go’ recycling, so a small number may remain temporarily while the

changes are reviewed.

Cherwell District Council
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Local /nformation

Church Services January 2026

Date North Aston Steeple Aston Tackley

Sunday 9.30am 11.00am 5.30pm

4" January Epiphany Crib Holy Communion BCP | Evensong
Service

Tuesday 6.00pm

6" January Taize Service

Sunday 9.30am 11.00am 10.30am

11t January Morning Prayer Family Service Covenant Service at the

Methodist Church

Sunday 9.30am 11.00am 5.30pm

18t" January Holy Communion [Holy Communion Evensong

Sunday 9.30am 11.00 am 5.30pm

25! January Morning Prayer Morning Prayer Holy Communion

www.sntchurch.com

Our church buildings are also open every day. Do feel free to visit at any time.
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STEEPLE ASTON
VILLAGE HALL

www.savh.org.uk

Our hall is
available to hire:

I

* |dealsite for parties,
receptions, seminars,
axhibitions and
workshops

» Full width raised stage
and wall-aquippad
kitchen

+ Main hall can seat around
100

* HD projector and
ratractabla scraan

* Meeting Room to seat 20,
with saparate acoess

* (Off-Road Car parking

+ For mora datails and
photos see our website

savh.org.uk/contact-us or
call 07734 112957

All Facllitlas

Peak Times — involving hire after Gpm

Village Residents [up ta Bhrs)
{Additional hours at £10/hr]

Nen-village {up to Ghrs)

Non-Village {over Ghirs)

Off-Peak = all hire before Gpm

Hourly Rate Plus Refundable
Depasit £200

Hall Only

Represented Clubs

Others

Committea Room
Represented Clubs
Others

£65 [Plus Refundable
Deposit £200)

£110 {Plus Refundable
Deposit £300)

E£160 {Plus Befundable
Dreposit £300)

£10/hr (ar £30 for 4
haurs)

£5 [up ta 3hrs]

£17 {up ta 3hrs plus
Refundable Deposit
£200)

£6 {up to 3hrs)
£12 (up to 3hrs}

Steeple Aston Sport & Recreation Centre and Field

Letting charges = The Sport & Rec is availabla to hire
Social Function peak times PR * The "Friendly™ space - the idealvenue far smaller parties,
(Draily up ta & hours from Gpm) children's parties and gat togethars
. . " * Masd more apace? Hire the Sport & Rec and Villega Hell
Seocial Function off-peak times £27 .50 togsther
[Craily up to 5 hours before Bpmy) . . )
* Fantastic playground just outside
Meaating of raprasantad clubs £11 . Internet
(L EIRED SRR R IECE - Full disabled access, Wilets, showers and changing rooms
Caution money for private lettings £100 » High quality grass pleying field with power supply for football,
Block bookings for social events miarguess, events eto. jcantact us for details and availability)
15% discount for 8 or more bookings in advance * Small kitchen end asparate bar
" n ! . *  Roam far around 50 seated
Contact us if you wish to hire the fiald or Use the
changing facilities * Brand-new projector with retractable screen
Latting Agent — Angala Smith DR " CerParking
rEG.tI‘LIS‘I@EDOﬂlEMﬂTLGGm * Ragular svants includa Home Education,
. - Babias & Toddlars, Brownies, After Schg
Chair —Terquil McLusky 01869 347914 Club, Bridgs and of course the Football
Treasurer - Chriz Cooper 01869 347173 Cluby (it's been going since 1898
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HARRIS’S STORES &

POST OFFICE Steeple Aston and Middle Aston

Opening hours: Rubbish bin collection day
7.30am - 7.30pm (Mon-Fri) is THURSDAY.
8.00am - 7.30pm (Sat) January 2026
8.00 6.00 S Saturday 3 Green
.00am - 6.00pm (Sun) Thursday 8t Blue and brown
Thursday 15"  Green
PRODUCTS AVAI LABLE Thursday 22" Blue and brown
Thursday 29"  Green
Fresh bread from Nash’s Bakery. Garden waste collections: There will be no garden
Fresh meat and poultry. waste collections between Monday 22 December
p Y
Quality frozen fish and sea-food. 2025 and Saturday 3 January 2026 inclusive. Real

Christmas tree collections: trees will be collected

Organic free-range eggs. from Tuesday 6th January until and including

Bread rolls and baguettes baked daily on the premises. Friday 16th January. Any tree that is over 5ft tall
Cakes: a taste of home-made. must be cut in half. Christmas trees will only be
Off-licence with a wide range of beers, collected on your recycling week, therefore please

wines and spirits. only leave your tree next to your blue recycling bin.

Fresh fruit and vegetables. Please consult the Cherwell District Council website
Top-up for mobiles, gas and electric. for further details . .
E d phot . . of collections during the festive period:
ax.and pho OCpr ying services. cherwell.gov.uk/recycling
Dry cleaning agent.

National Lottery tickets and much more. Food caddy is collected weekly

Thank you all for your continued support.
Please let us know of any ideas or suggestions of ways items packed in clear plastic bags
in which we can extend our services to you. :

and placed on the top of any bin
Tel: 01869 340201 lid are collected weekly.
e-mail: raj4878@hotmail.com

Batteries and small electrical

BUS TIMES
STAGECOACH S4 BUS SERVICE (timetable effective from 3 ¥ August 2025)

From Steeple Aston (outside Post Office) to Oxford (arrival time in italics)
Monday to Friday (excluding Public Holidays)
0619 0721 0831 0931 thenhourlyto1531 1645 1754 1849 1937 2037 2216

0703 0817 0920 1020 1620 1737 1840 1932 2022 2122 2253
Saturday

0721 0821 0931 then hourlyto 1531 1641 1746 1849 1937 2037 2216
0809 0909 1019 1619 1729 1834 1932 2022 2122 2253

Sunday (and most Public Holidays)

0907 1037 1207 1337 1507 1637 1806

0953 1123 1253 1423 1553 1723 1852

From Steeple Aston (outside Post Office) to Banbury (arrival time in italics)
Monday to Friday (excluding Public Holidays)

0758 0910 1008 then hourly to 1508 1624 1732 1835 1933 2025 2113 2213 2341
0837 0947 1045 1545 1703 1809 1909 2006 2055 2142 2242 0009
Saturday

0758 0908 1008 then hourly to 1508 1608 1718 1828 1927 2025 2113 2213 2341
0737 0837 0945 1545 1645 1755 1905 1958 2053 2142 2242 0009

Sunday (and most Public Holidays)

0917 1044 1214 1344 1514 1644 1814 1944

0956 1122 1252 1422 1552 1722 1852 2022

Times subject to change. Before starting your journey, please check the timetables at:Stagecoachbus.com/timetables

OURBUS BARTONS

OurBus Bartons offers services through Steeple Aston to and from Lower Heyford Station (Mon-Fri), to and from
Chipping Norton (Wed), and to and from Bicester (Fri). See the website for details: ourbusbartons-org-uk.stackstaging.com
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Steeple Aston Calendar

Check the village website at steepleaston.org.uk/home/calendar for any changes.

Month

January

Thursday 1st January
Tuesday 13th January
Wednesday 14th January
Thursday 15™ January
Saturday 17th January
Monday 19th January
Tuesday 20th January
Saturday 24th January
Friday 30th January
Friday 30th January

February

Tuesday 3rd February
Saturday 7th February
Sunday 8th February
Tuesday 10th February
Wednesday 11t February
Saturday 14th February
Monday 16th February
Tuesday 17th February
Tuesday 17th February

Wed 18th - Sat 21st February

Saturday 28th February

Please send details of events for February and March to editorsalife@gmail.com

Event

Christmas Jumper Day and New Year Bus Rides, Long Hanborough

WI: Climate Ambassador

SAL February copy and advert deadlines

Church Talk: When Design Goes Wrong - Stuart Cummins

Annual Quiz Night

Parish Council Meeting

Valentines: The Elvis Presley Show

Deddington Farmers' Market

Parish Council/Public Workshop on 'Mitigation' to proposed developments

Race Night

Garden Club: History of Rousham - Caroline Landless

Consensio - choral concert for Epiphany and Candlemas

Snowdrop Sunday at Steeple Aston churchyard

WI: Walking the Camino de Santiago

Lecture on Swifts - Chris Mason

SAL March copy and advert deadlines

Parish Council Meeting

Messy Church Pancake Party

Valentines: A day in the life of a Met Police Crime Scene Investigator
Launton Village Players "Treasure Island' Panto - Cooper School, Bicester

Deddington Farmers' Market

Venue

Bus Museum

Village Hall

SA Church

Village Hall

S & R Building
Village Hall
Deddington

Village Hall

Dr Radcliffe’s School

Village Hall

Duns Tew church
SA churchyard
Village Hall
Village Hall

S & R Building
S & R Building
Village Hall
Bicester

Deddington

Time

11.00am - 3.00pm
7.00pm

7.15pm for 7.30pm
7.00pm for 7.30pm
7.30pm
2.30pm
9.00am - 12.30pm
7.30pm
6.30pm

7.00pm for 7.30pm
3.00pm

2.30pm - 4.30pm
7.00pm

7.30pm

7.30pm
2.00pm
2.30pm
Various

9.00am - 12.30pm

Choral Society Rehearsals. Village Hall - 7.45pm - Mondays

Badminton. Village Hall - 10am -12.30pm - Tuesdays

Bell Ringing practice. Church Tower - 7.30pm - Tuesdays
Walking Netball. Village Hall - 10.15am - Wednesdays
Brownies. Sport & Rec Centre - 6pm - 7.30pm - Wednesdays
Toddler Group. Sport & Rec Centre - 9.30am -11.30am - Thursdays

Badminton. Village Hall - 8pm - Thursdays

Village History Centre (SAVA). 10am - 12 noon - Saturdays

Steeple Aston Life is published by Steeple Aston Life Committee

Printed by: Joshua Horgan Print & Design

e-mail: print@joshuahorgan.co.uk

Unit 2 Glenmore Business Centre, Range Road, Witney, OX29 0AA Tel: 01865 246762

The views expressed are not necessarily the views of the Edifor or the Commitfee.

Readers are recommended to seek appropriate financial or legal advice before entering

into any binding agreement with advertisers, as appropriate
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Home-made food

> Weddings and Family Celebrations
> Dinner Parlies

> Afternoon Tea

> Drinks Party Canapes

> Balls & Banquel calering

> Themed Fvents - Including - Mexican, Tapas, Bbq’s, Paella & Spit Roasts
> Business and Corporate Fvents and Meelings

LALTI IR RTEIUART RELCETRART R LIRNALT EURAURRL DO RRTREL IO R LELATRT R CORIRTRRLT ERAEARLLIRTARRLALY -

sandjcuisine@hotmail.co.uk
Call Sally on 07786131667
O Jasmin on 07801975210

Prices from £9.50pp LTI b N

IREL] LR TR RTE NS

LT

thelﬁaiah
Block Prlnt

- ® o @
L Indian block printing supplies, tuition, and
space for anyone to find joy and confidence
through traditional craft & creativity.

kits& o block printing g studio

supplies workshops sessions
-f!i.iii....tottiilnii
visit us: follow us:

The Studio,

www.theindianblockprintco.com
2 Lakeside Farm

Middle Aston o @theindianblockprintco
0X25 5PP




ALL MANORS

Whatewver the size or style, every -
property is a home - that's why we ' \

treat every one a castle. To discuss o =

your mancr, simply give us a call. T ‘

01869 343 600 | = i i

cridlands.co.uk

‘Improving the lives of
a r pets and their
V t owners’

mily-friendly, caring, local vets
g dogs, cats and family pets
days @ Week
Modern premises with excellent facilities

- 4 o d &1 8, e i,
icated Night Nurses

mergency care provided by our own vets

ol
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