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HARRIS’S STORES &
A o [COMPUTERPRO]

Opening hours: Local, friendly, fast & flexible experts

7.30am - 7.30pm (Mon-Fri) Computer Repair & IT Support
8.00am - 7.30pm (Sat)

8.00am - 6.00pm (Sun)
PRODUCTS AVAILABLE

Helping Homes & Small Businesses for 20 years

{8} Computer slow to start or load?

Fresh bread from Nash’s Bakery.

Fresh meat and poultry.
Quality frozen fish and sea-food.
Organic free-range eggs.
Bread rolls and baguettes baked daily on the premises.
Cakes: a taste of home-made.
Off-licence with a wide range of beers,
wines and spirits.
Fresh fruit and vegetables.
Top-up for mobiles, gas and electric.

.}]}

Poor wifi or slow internet connection?
Broken screen, liquid or other damage?
Suspicious activity, virus or hacked?

Are your mobile devices out of sync?

m o & X

Are your important files backed up?

LBt ey g 3Rl Apple/Mac, Microsoft/Windows & Android
Dry cleaning agent. ¥
National Lottery tickets and much more. At your home/business or in our workshop
Thank you all for your continued support. .
Please let us know of any ideas or suggestions you Call Simon, Matt or Caleb on:
may have of ways in which we can extend our services to you. 01 869 352002

Tel: 01869 340201

e-mail: raj4878@hotmail.com helio@computer-pro.co.uk WINW.COMPUter-pro.colk

Thie Cld Forge Building, Morth Green, Kirtlington, OX5 3|2

John Dovey (9090000900

A small village based team providing

FCCA
Chartered Certified Accountant Gardenfng
& Registered Auditor
For All Seasons
- Limited companies, Partnerships &
Sole traders
- Accounts prepared Weeding - Pruning - P|an+ing

» Self Assessment Tax Return

completion Mulching - Pond maintenance
- Book-keeping services
- New business start-ups
« Personal & Corporate tax advice
- Company secretarial services RHS quadlifications
« VAT and payroll

Fully insured - Freelance gardeners

For more information email:
email: jmd@johndovey.co.uk gfas@cangardenco.uk

telephone: 01869 233003 ACCA :- r - i ;
mobile: 07801 658328 ” 0 o “ o “ “ ° “ ””
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Steeple Aston Lifej

The copy deadline is the 15t of the

previous month.

This means the copy deadline for the
October 2022 issue is 15t September.

READ STEEPLE ASTON LIFE ONLINE

https:/ /www.steepleaston.org.uk/sal-magazine

ADVERTISING

All adverts, and all advertising queries
(availability, prices, dimensions, suitability of
tlustrations, ete.) to Charlotte Bartlett

salife.advertising(@gmail.com

01869 347347

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
The deadline for adverts is the 15t of the
previous month.

ADVERTISING RATES
Vs page - £8
s page - [11
Y2 page - 15
Full page (village events only) - £15
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“....folly is not always folly.”
Jane Austen
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Editorial

“Every leaf speaks bliss to me, fluttering from the autumn tree.” — Emily
Bronté (English writer and poet, best known for her novel ‘Wuthering
Heights’. 1818-1848)

September is another month with a misplaced name. It was originally the
seventh month in the ancient ten-month Roman calendar (‘septem’ is ‘seven’
in Latin). However, January and February were added in 451 BC, making
September the ninth month and giving us our 12-month year. Not only that,
but September started out with 29 days. It was Julius Caesar’s reform of the
calendar in 46 BC that added the extra day. “Thirty days hath September...”

The Romans liked to couple each month with a god. Vulcan, the Roman god
of fire, was chosen for September. This might be because it was a fiery
month, the equivalent of our July, in the original calendar. July 2022 was
certainly very hot across Europe. It was the first time since records began
that 40°C had been recorded in the UK (40.3°C on 19% July at Coningsby,
Lincolnshire).

The birthstone for September is a variety of the mineral corundum,
consisting of aluminium oxide with trace amounts of elements such

as iron, titanium, chromium, vanadium, or magnesium. We know it better as
the sapphire. This is usually blue, but can occur in yellow, purple, orange
and green. If red, they are known as rubies. Traditionally, a sapphire is a gift
for a 45" wedding anniversary. It is also said to protect the wearer from
poisoning. Hopefully, no connection!

Last month I mentioned that 15 August was Lammas day, traditionally
regarded as the beginning of the harvest. This month we have Michaelmas
Day (29™ September), traditionally the last day of the harvest season. In
Steeple Aston, there will be a harvest supper in the Village Hall on Sunday
2nd October (tickets available soon).

Another date to remember this month is Friday 23 September — the autumn
equinox. This is when the day and night have approximately the same length
—not to be confused with the solstices, which mark the longest and shortest
days of the year.

Robert
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Church fete on Saturday 9" July

Heartfelt thanks to all those who helped with the Church Fete. Sadly, the writer was totally stuck to his
sick bed, so missed the day!

However — and this is super to report — everybody, but everybody with whom I have spoken since has said
what a lovely atmosphere there was and as a result what a super occasion it was. These events only occur
because of the kindness of friends, especially those who help set things up, run stalls and events, and this
year especially the children’s races, and help giving of themselves, their labour and their love to an event
which is part of the village year.

May we, the church, and especially the committee of friends who organise the fete, send out to you all our
very sincere gratitude for such a lovely occasion.

Next year’s fete is already fixed for Saturday 8" July 2023. See you there!

From your Fete Committee and all the congregation of our Church of St Peter and St Paul

Railways in the Cherwell Valley and the rebuilding
of Heyford Station at Didcot Railway Centre

Tuesday 20t September, 7.30pm at the Village Hall, Somerton

Our speakers will be Tim Part and Alan Price. Both are long-standing members of the Great

Western Society at Didcot. Tim is the Project Manager for the Heyford Project (he was actually part

of the team that dismantled the original building way back in 1985). Alan is a member of the
Heyford team as well as taking a leading role in the establishment of ongoing stewardship of the
signalling exhibits at Didcot.

The talk will be 45 to 60 minutes long, with an opportunity for Q&A. It will focus on the history
around the railway line through Heyford and then move on to the project at Didcot. There will be
plenty of photographs to illustrate the talk.

Tickets £7.00. Contact deddlib@hotmail.com telephone 01869 345439
Bar will be open. Light Refreshments included.

Postage stamps need a barcode from next February
Parish Council Meeting Notes

New postage stamps now include a barcode. Stamps without
The Parish Council does not meet barcodes will not be valid after 1st February 2023 (there are
in August, so there are no notes in exceptions for special issues and commemorative stamps).
this issue. ‘Steeplejack’ will be If you are unable to use all your old stamps by the end of
Seile i dre et her e win g January 2023, you can swap them for barcoded stamps. Visit
report of the September meeting royalmail.com for further details and a ‘Swap Out’ form.

’ Post Offices are not able to swap stamps or supply the ‘Swap
Out’ form.
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Fire hydrants and parking regulations

A reader has written to SAL about a fire hydrant on North Side. Most people do not realise that it is a
hydrant as it looks like a drain cover.

Under the ‘Fire and Services Act 2004’ it is an offence to damage or obstruct a fire hydrant. Some Fire and
Rescue services say that while it is illegal to obstruct a fire hydrant, the offence is only committed when the
hydrant is required for firefighting. However, in the event of an emergency, a fire officer is allowed to move
a car, even if this involves breaking a window to release the handbrake. The sensible advice is to park clear
of fire hydrants at all times.

You should find a yellow ‘H’ sign on a wall near to a
fire hydrant. The upper number indicates the size of
the water main, usually in millimetres. The lower
number indicates the distance to the hydrant in
metres. An arrow might also be used to show the
location if it is not directly in front of the sign.

A fire hydrant cover on North Side. The covers
are normally painted bright yellow for visibility,
but this one appears to have faded and could
easily be mistaken for a drain cover.

Old paper bank notes withdrawn

The Bank of England is withdrawing the legal
tender status of paper £20 and £50 banknotes
after 30" September 2022. If you are lucky
enough still to have these banknotes, it is
recommended that you spend or bank them
before the end of the month. Most UK banks will
still accept old paper notes after the deadline,
but it is at their discretion and you will probably
need to hold an account with them. You can
always do a postal exchange with the Bank of
England after the deadline, but posting
banknotes will be at your risk.

The new polymer banknotes, which are harder to
forge and made of a more durable material, are
not affected. The new £50 note features
mathematician Alan Turing, while the new £20
note features artist J. M. W. Turner.




Vehicle damaged?
Don't delay, repair it today

Ense

MASSAGE
THERAPIES

é¢ Very impressed with the
overall service. Great job on the
paintwork repair.
Tranquil room in Deddington offering Awesome customer service.??

a range of massage treatments:

e Relaxing massage Call or go online today for your FREE estimate

@ Deep tissue massage

e S t 'AS SEEN ON . .
R e ChipsAway 7ize:

¢
@ Indian head massage LIKE IT NEVER HAPPENED
Call Jo on 07751 684693 or email
jo@easemassagetherapies.co.uk 0800 028 7878
www.easemassagetherapies.co.uk www.chipsaway.co.uk

CONNECTING

Laying the foundation for the future of Steeple Aston
with full fibre broadband

A high-quality, full fibre broadband network efiabling
residents and businesses with ultrafast speeds -
all day every day.

We are currently working to future proof connectivity
across Steeple Aston for you and generations to come.

Visit our website to find out when Cigaclear will
be live in your area.

gigaclear.com/mycommunity

Gigaclear’



Steeple People

How long have you lived in Middle Aston? 18 months. Laura Bliss
Where did you move from? Adderbury. ——
What brought you here? So many reasons, but ultimately our beautiful
house and garden.

What do you like best about living in Middle Aston? Again, so much —
the countryside, the people, the peace and quiet (when there’s not
building work going on).

Is there anything you don’t like about living here? How far away we
are from the coast!

Give a potted history of yourself. Born and raised just outside Souldern,
Oxfordshire. Lived in London, Dubai, Devon, Souldern, Adderbury and
now the centre of the world in Middle Aston! I've probably had more jobs
than most people due to working (tenuous term!) as an actor for four
years in London — which in translation means doing a thousand and one
jobs | didn’'t want to do in order to support the unpaid (or very low paid) acting work!

What do your family or friends find most annoying about you? Indecisiveness!

What do your family or friends find the most endearing about you? Probably how loyal and
protective | am over the ones | love.

Early bird or night owl? Early bird by default (I can’t not wake up to my husband’s 5:30am alarm!)
Technology: friend or foe? Can't live with it, can’t live without it!

As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up? Marine Biologist — until | discovered
that | suffered from sea sickness and needed to be good at science!

What was your first job? Ironing and cleaning for a local bed & breakfast.

What do you do for a living now? | work part-time for two businesses — accounts and admin for
my husband’s electrical business and assistant agent for a talent management company.

What is the best job you’ve ever done? Tour and project manager for a music tour around the
UK.

What is the worst job you’ve ever done? Packing Marmite in a factory during school holidays.
What'’s your secret/quilty pleasure? | don’t admit this often — but ‘Made in Chelsea’!

Tell us about any interesting hobbies you have. | grew up with a vintage car obsessed dad. |
discovered at the age of 17 that it was warmer and a lot more fun as a driver rather than a
passenger!

What'’s your favourite piece of music? | love most music, but one that gives me goose bumps is
the piece of music | walked down the aisle to — ‘Overture’, by Michael Kamen (film fans will
recognise it from the film ‘Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves’, football fans may recognise it from
Nottingham Forest football matches!)

What is your all-time favourite book? ‘A Little Life’, by Hanya Yanagihara — | read this book
about four years ago and | still think about it regularly — inspiring, heart-breaking and incredible.
What would you save from your house if it was on fire? | wouldn’'t have a chance — my
husband would have scooped up our dog and me (in that order probably) before we knew it!

If you could ban one thing in the country, what would it be? Animal cruelty.

If you could travel anywhere in the world, where would you go? We had the most incredible
holiday in Barbados a few years ago, so I'd love to go back one day.

What do you do to relax? Can’t beat a walk with my husband and dog in the sunshine with a
coffee/pub stop!

What'’s your favourite piece of advice? If you feel rubbish for whatever reason, put on clothes
and/or make-up which make you feel good — it will instantly perk you up.

Who would you most like to have dinner with — dead or alive? | have a number of friends and
family across the world. I'd love to bring them all together.

If you were on a desert island, what would you miss most? My dog, my husband, my dog, my
husband.....ahhh!

Tell us a surprising thing that you are really bad at. Wrapping presents — really, really bad!

9



MOBILE HAIRDRESSING IN THE COMFORT
& SAFETY OF YOUR OWN HOME

R : , , , 1 . » .
7 Friendly, mobile hairdressing service '}( All equipment fully sanitized before
for the Cherwell district. \ every appointment for your protection.

I}\F{ Fully insured and DBS checked. 3{ 30 vears hair cutting experience.

call DAVID on 07775 806655 or 01869 346910

david@cutshair.co.uk » www.davidcutshair.com

A quirky, fun and modern performance studio, providing children’s classes from
0-8 years.
Live singing, music dance & FJIC!.':.-’ with all the funk}f vibes!

Classes include Baby Massage, Baby Music § Sensory, Preschool Music &
Dance and Performing Arts.

Studio 4.2, Hatch End Industrial State, Middle Aston.
Free parking and delicious refreshment included.

Class and booking deatils at www.bookwhen.com /thelittleperformersclub
find us on Facebook and Instagram.
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Local restaurant celebrates entry in the Michelin Guide

The Yurt at Nicholsons, situated in North Aston, has been selected by the Michelin Guide for
Great Britain & Ireland.

In addition to being featured in the guide, The Yurt was identified as one of the inspectors’ six
favourite new additions for June 2022. The Guide describes “Unfussy dishes that are are big on
flavour and come with some Mediterranean influences; brunch is served every morning and a
bright and breezy service comes from a capable young team”. The Yurt is summed up by the
Michelin inspectors as ‘cosy and characterful’.

With only 25 Oxfordshire-based restaurants being featured, The Yurt finds itself listed with the
best in the county. Judging was undertaken over a series of visits by a group of Michelin
inspectors who base their assessments on five objective criteria:

» quality of ingredients used;

* mastery of flavour and cooking techniques;

+ the personality of the chef in his cuisine;

+ value for money;

+ consistency between visits.

All menus offer a variety of dishes using seasonal ingredients and cater for all dietary
requirements. Award-winning head chef, Andrew Carr, takes pride in introducing new ideas to
customers. The chefs work in partnership with the seasons and are passionate about the food
they produce. Zero food waste is achieved by utilising surplus ingredients in their specials or
returning goodness to the soil through composting. If they cannot produce the ingredients for
themselves, suppliers are chosen to ensure that their values align with Nicholsons and their
packaging is minimal or recyclable.

The canopy of The Yurt is made from sustainable materials and is lined with sheep’s wool for
insulation. A sizeable log burner heats The Yurt during colder months using waste wood from
local forestry projects. A fan circulates the heat efficiently.

Nicholsons’ Managing Director, Liz Nicholson, comments: “To be featured in the Michelin Guide
for Great Britain and Ireland is a fantastic achievement that all of the team are incredibly proud of
— especially me. We all look forward to continuing to provide our customers with unforgettable
experiences, whilst also pushing ourselves more and more from a sustainability perspective.

We hope to welcome you soon!”.

Pl §
) e s

[
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North Aston Organics

Veg boxes collected locally
or delivered to your door

IR

A A
For more details, please contact 5_-» ‘Q@
northastonorganics@gmail.com ;Em -"“.. a

4#\@- & r W_:}}vﬂ e A L) (!.

JOHN WHITWORTH TREE SURGERY

BODICOTE COTTAGE
16 HIGH STREET
BODICOTE
OXFORDSHIRE
OX15 4BS

Tel/Fax: 01295 268170
. Mobile: 07970 154552

A Alistair  Pa\
I\ Redhouse B

ESTATE AGENTS LETTING AGENTS

ESTATE AGENTS

“1 highly recommend Alistair Redhouse. I've bought and sold my property with these guys whilst also
purchasing and selling with separate agents. They stand head and shoulders above the competition.They
are exdtremely responsive throughout the whole process and know exactly what they are dolng, Other
agents valued my property lower than "AR" and |t was sald within a week."

- Cropgle Keete

"As first-time renters in the Kidlington area, we couldn't be happier with Alistair Redhouse - they are an
all round wonderful agency! Ben (whao was our first port of call when signing the lease) is incredibly
personable and an absolute joy to chat to! And the same can be said for everyone at the agency, including

Adam and Michelle, wheo were consistently helpful with any house-related querles.
7\

| wrould recommend them wholeheartedly!™

- Google Keviem

L/
yﬁ\/‘\ www.aredhouse.co.uk 01865364541
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This from Richard MacAndrew
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Live music — small venues

There is plenty of live music throughout Oxfordshire for lovers of folk, country, singer-songwriter, Americana and
many other genes — all at affordable prices. James Morgan organises gigs at venues in Oxford, Witney and
Carterton. Go to:

facebook.com/jamesmorganpresents for more information.

Mike Trotman promotes gigs in Oxford, Thame and Dinton — see www.empty-rooms.com for details.

Open mic events

If you play and/or sing, are a poet or spoken word artist, or if you enjoy an evening watching others perform, there
are free weekly open mic nights at Carterton, Witney and Oxford, and others on a less regular basis in Bicester,
Freeland and Long Hanborough. Check times, further information and daily updates on James Morgan’s
Facebook page (see above).

The Chipping Norton Folk and Acoustic Club currently meet on the second Monday of every month. Further details
at chippingnortonfolk.org.uk

Or try the Lakes Sessions — a monthly get-together on Sundays at the Lakes Resort in Witney. Further details
available at bit.ly/3QQOiJgp (this is a shortened form of a long link).

If you'd rather stay closer to home, there is an open mic session every other Thursday at The Bell in Lower Heyford
facebook.com/thebelllowerheyford/

Here are a few September events that caught our eye. Please get in touch with SAL if you come across interesting
future arts events for this page.

The Oxford Playhouse (www.oxfordplayhouse.com/)

Monday 12t September: In ‘Basie & Beyond’, the National Youth Jazz Orchestra explores the impact on popular
music made by Count Basie and 20th-century Black American artists that followed. Artistic Director Mark
Armstrong leads this 19-strong NYJO through bespoke arrangements of classic American Songbook melodies.
Tuesday 20t to Saturday 24t September: ‘Bugsy Malone’. Prohibition era, New York. A city full of mobsters,
showagirls and dreamers. Rival gangster bosses Fat Sam and Dandy Dan are at loggerheads. The custard pies are
flying and Dandy Dan’s gang has gotten the upper hand since obtaining the new-fangled ‘splurge’ gun. Alan
Parker’s world-famous movie becomes a spectacular theatrical experience.

Tuesday 27t September to Saturday 15t October: ‘Spike’, by lan Hislop and Nick Newman. It is 1950s austerity
Britain and out of the gloom comes ‘The Goon Show’. While Harry Secombe and Peter Sellers get down to the
serious business of becoming overnight celebrities, fellow Goon and chief writer Spike Milligan finds himself
pushing the boundaries of comedy and testing the patience of the BBC.

Chipping Norton Theatre (www.chippingnortontheatre.com/)

This theatre has a wonderfully eclectic program of music, plays and films. Here is a small selection.

Monday 5t September: ‘The Railway Children Return’. 38 years after the original film took place, we return to find
Bobby is now the retired headmistress of the local high school. As the WWII evacuation of children from cities
begins, Bobby is called upon to set up an emergency school for evacuee children flooding into the countryside to
escape from the bombing. Jenny Agutter reprises her role of Bobby from the 1970 film alongside Sheridan Smith
and Tom Courtenay.

Thursday 8% September: ‘Much Ado About Nothing’, by William Shakespeare, with Katherine Parkinson and John
Hefferman. The legendary family-run Hotel Messina on the Italian Riveria has been visited by artists, celebrities
and royalty. But when the owner’s daughter weds a dashing young soldier, not all guests are in the mood for love.
A string of scandalous deceptions soon surround not only the young couple, but also the adamantly single Beatrice
and Benedick. Broadcast live from the National Theatre stage.

Tuesday 27t September: “Madama Butterfly’. With a score that includes Butterfly’s aria, 'Un bel di, vedremo'
(‘One fine day’) and the ‘Humming Chorus’, Giacomo Puccini’s opera is entrancing and ultimately heart-breaking.
Moshe Leiser and Patrice Caurier’s exquisite Royal Opera House production takes inspiration from 19th-century
European images of Japan.
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LiberHouse Garden Buildings

For the Business of Working from Home e

With internal floor areas starting from 6 sgm
(68 sq ft) up to our top of the Range Studio
Muilit at 20 sq m (215 sq fi), our Studic Range
offers many possibilities.

Starting with a Studio One home office, you
can add a separate storage space for garden
tools, or you can add an external open space,
or have both,

The Studio Multi with a shower room and a
kitchen can be a granny flat or guest room
and also be used for holiday/Airbnb lets,

With a choice of a flat roof, pitched roof or
lean-to roof our buildings can be freestanding
or can go up against a wall of the house to
form an extension.

All our garden buildings carry a 10 year
guarantee.

High Quality Garden Buildings built
to your specific requirements

Made in Oxfordshire

"Thank you for the excellent service through
organising the planning approval, the delivery and
the assembly. First rate and a nice change to deal
with a company that really understands what the
customer wanls and then supplies it.

Happy to recommend you to friends and if someone
would flike to come and have a look at the finished
fob we would be deflighted to show if off."

LE. 8 & & 4

Call now to find out more
01869 349825

design@liberhouse.co.uk www.liberhouse.co.uk

""Ezs:ft‘g
SWALLOWS NURSERY

ANMD PLANT CENTRE

Now welcoming customers on site.

Plants, shrubs, roses, hedging & trees.
Plant packages for new gardens.
We can source plants, deliver, and
plant up.

Open: 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, 10-2 Sun
Wi-Fi available

Call 01280 847721/07836 533032

www.swallowsnursery.co.uk
Mixbury
Evenley Road, NN13 SRR
(Find us just off the A421, Mixbury turn)

oth ™
windmill

DEDDINGTON COMMURNITY CENTRE

Everyone ¢ Welcome!
Get to know our fabulous facilities

Deddington Studio
ldeal for dance and yoga clagges

Clifton Room
Buginese gepace for succeseful
meetingg or away-daye

The Lookout
Perfect for outdoor kide partieg
Located begide the Adventure Playground
or hire our All Weather Court

t:07720 834006
www.thewindmilldeddington.org
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. The Gardening Spot

A change in gardening over the past 70 years

I am writing this on one of the hottest days of the year, when gardens look more like the Sahara and it is only
the bravest of souls who venture into the dustbowl once described as our garden. It is difficult to try to advise
you on what to do during the month of September as I have no idea when or if we will get any significant
rain. Instead, here are my recollections of gardening throughout my time here in Steeple Aston.

Gardening was one of the main ‘pastimes’ of the folk of the village, not because they enjoyed it that much
(although some certainly did and were very good at what they accomplished), but more a case of necessity.
The surrounds of front doors would be adorned with climbing roses, hollyhocks and a bed of annuals, but
much of the garden would be reserved for the production of vegetables.

This was in the days before the emergence of supermarkets and large imports from abroad. If you couldn’t
grow your own vegetables or fruit then your only other option would be to use the local shop or, maybe, a
mobile greengrocer. Wages were considerably less than today even considering inflation and it would not

have been that unusual to have a pig in the backyard to provide a source of meat.

Gardens tended to be much larger than those of today and there were numerous allotments scattered around
the village. I remember some plots at the front of The Crescent, where the bungalows now stand, and a very
large number of allotments over the road next to Nizewell Head. If you moved across the village, allotments
were to be found to the roadside of Fenway, in front of what was then the sand quarry and now where houses
line the side of the road. If you walked down Cow Lane, on your left were allotments from the last house to
the bottom of the track and the Church Allotments, which are still in use today.

As a greengrocer trading around the local villages in the 1960s, I can remember it was quite difficult to sell
vegetables as many of the inhabitants grew their own and probably had a glut at some stage so passed that on
to their neighbours. Despite the comparative poverty of rural areas such as our village, gardeners were always
happy and also very competitive.

I can remember one tale from my early days of working on the van, around the village, selling my vegetables.
As was often the case, some of the men working the allotments would have a surplus and offer me their spare
vegetables. One day, very early in the morning, I collected some fine examples of spring cabbage from the
allotment gates as previously arranged with the gardener. About 30 minutes later, a customer of mine was so
complimentary of these fine examples of young, fresh cabbage that she insisted on purchasing two with the
objective of treating her husband to a superb meal once he returned home from work that evening.

Now, at this point I should explain that I was in a deep dilemma as the cabbages in question were grown by
her husband, but he had obviously not taken any home for personal use. Should I have informed the
housewife of their origin, but possibly denied her the opportunity of serving up a wonderful meal that
evening, or should I simply keep quiet, take the money, and wait for the consequences? I did the latter and all
was well until I called on that lovely lady the following week. I had not experienced language like that before
and promised not to sell her any produce sourced from her husband’s allotment again!

Richard Preston
— retired greengrocer, but still gardening!
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Race Night

(Returns)

Saturday 1% October 2022

at and in aid of the

Sports and Recreation Centre

Doors open 6:30pm, Starter’s Orders 7:30pm

£2 entry for Lucky Number Race Card and
Light Supper.

Prizes for Winning Owners and Jockeys Tote
betting available

For Further Information
Call Chris Cooper on 01869 347173
or Alan Peckham on 01869 347756
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(aka Gloucester

Hogwarts
Cathedral)

If you are familiar with J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter stories you will know that Hogwarts is the
abbreviated name of the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. I know young people who
love the books so much that they (very nearly) believe that the school exists in reality. But it doesn’t
— so sadly you can’t actually go to see it, but if you go to Gloucester Cathedral you can find several
of the sites there where filming of three of the movies took place.

During a recent visit [ was amused to see quite a few young Harry Potter fans — and indeed some
older ones — with pens and clipboards and information sheets trotting excitedly round the cloisters,
which led me to find out what they were looking for.

Gloucester Cathedral was founded around AD 679 and has a proud history as a centre of worship
and learning. Much of the building you can visit today dates from soon after the Norman Conquest
and was built in the Perpendicular Gothic style with galleries and a crypt to explore and a wonderful
Cloister garth and what is now a peaceful garden.

Until 1541, Gloucester Cathedral was Gloucester Abbey, populated by Benedictine monks for
whom the Cloister was a place of serenity for prayer and contemplation and perhaps also for
writing, illustrating and copying documents. How amazed they would have been to see the East
Corridor of their Cloister flooded to represent the scene when Moaning Myrtle flooded the 2 floor
girls’ lavatory in Hogwarts! In the Cloister’s North corridor is the oldest surviving lavatorium,
where the monks washed their hands before meals — it’s now also where Harry and Ron hid from
the troll!

It occurred to me that there could be a double reason for visiting Gloucester cathedral — the younger
members of the family, especially if they are Harry Potter fans, could enjoy finding out about the
several locations used in the films which were partially filmed there, while other members of the
family could immerse themselves in the history and architecture of this wonderful building and seek
out the tomb of Edward 279,

It’s free to visit Gloucester Cathedral — though donations are welcomed. You can enjoy
refreshments in the Monk’s Kitchen when you need a rest!

Eileen Baglin-Jones
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" GARAGE | 40 vears
SERVICES J oieSon mhe roao

READ‘I" FOR THE JOURNEY AHEAD

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY"

We will only ever give you HONEST ADVICE e MOTS
We will only carry out work with YOUR APPROVAL
We GUARANTEE our work (12 months parts & labour] & SERVICING

SPECIAL OFFER - BOOK & GET JRAALZ

e CLUTCHES
I oo/ o F F USE VOUCHER CODE e EXHAUSTS
0 STEEPLE1016

Offer connot be used in conjunction with any other affer and is valid at sur Hoperofts Holt branch only. L S“SPEHSIOH
01869 347 770 | WWW.PTAGARAGES.CO.UK

HOPCROFTS HOLT, STEEPLE ASTON, BICESTER, OXFORDSHIRE OX25 5QQ

*FROM STEEPLE ASTON & SURROUMDIMG VILLAGES

& Ashcreft

| THERAPY CENTRE
s i - \_ Hudson Street, Deddington OX15 0SW

' www. ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

The range of treatments on offer from practitioners
at Ashcroft Therapy Centre now includes:

© Chiropractic

© Osteopathy

© Sports & Remedial Massage Therapy
© Child & Adolescent Psychotherapy

© Cognitive Behavioural Therapy - CBT

© Clinical Psychology
© Counselling & Coaching Fully Serviced Therapy & Treatment Rooms for Hire

7 beautifully decorated, stylish & relaxing treatment

rooms all set in a warm professional atmosphere at
© Sleep Therapy an affordable price.

© Time Line Therapy Visit our website for more details
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

. . Contact Robert on 01869 254 007 or
for booking information email enquiries@ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

© Audiology, Hearing Aid & Ear Care Specialist

Visit www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk
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Setting yourself up for the day...

The fleeting pleasure of breakfast
it's over all too soon

starting off with cereal

| then lay down my spoon

the eggs and bacon follow on
accompanied by tea

to go with toast and marmalade
there's more to come for me
The time has come for pastries
the Danish have it right

I'm intercontinental

In all foods | delight

the giant buffet breakfast

a truly sumptuous meal

It's all included in the price

a really epic deal

Peter Wild

o

\

V4
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What girls can do

In the past, girls could play the piano and sing

Could sew, do embroidery too
Could dabble a little at sketching
But there wasn’t much else they could do.

They could read the latest novels
But did nothing very exciting
Sports were not open to women

No boxing or bare-knuckle fighting.

Girls were given the skills they’d need
To win in the marriage mart

But no one ever paid any heed

To making them street smart.

They were taught to speak in French
And write romantic billets-doux

But not how to hit a man where it hurts
Or to run in unsuitable shoes.

Today things are much better

The education of girls is improved
But even so, when it comes to sport
The goalposts have not moved.

Male footballers took the limelight
Women were kept in the shade
Confirming the myth that football
Was a game that only men played.

Men sang of past footballing triumphs
And dusted their trophy shelves

Till — bored of men losing in Europe
The girls won the cup for themselves.

Now people will have to admit
Girls can play the beautiful game
And not only can they play it

But they play it to great acclaim.

Now we have to admit that soccer

Is a sport for women as well as men

And the days of not taking them seriously
Are long gone and over. Amen!

Now the old diehards will have to change
And concede the truth of this ‘pome’
That women can play football

And it was women who brought football home!

Cathy Lawday



St Peter and St Paul’s Church
Steeple Aston

Harvest Festival

Sunday 2nd
October 2022

Join us to celebrate
Harvest

Evensong in
the Church at
6.00pm

Followed by

z - Harvest Supper in
semsloal the Village Hall at
| 7.00pm (raffle)

Tickets £10 available from our

Chuchwardens
Eileen Baglin-Jones:

email: Eileen@baglinjones.com
Graham Clifton:

email: gjclifton@btinternet.com
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From the Dog House

Taking your dog for a walk

If you don’t mind going a little further afield for a walk, then the circuit between Thrupp (off the
A4260) and St. Mary’s Church in Kidlington has open fields, woodland and a good paddling
area for your dog in the Cherwell.

It should take up to about one-and-a-half hours at a leisurely pace. It is flat with no stiles, but
at least one kissing gate. In Thrupp, follow the road to the end and go over the canal bridge,
and the car park is behind Annie’s Tea Rooms.

To start the walk, go back over the swing bridge and turn left to follow the canal down to the
Jolly Boatman pub (this would be an alternative starting point if you prefer). Leave the towpath
to cross the canal bridge, then turn right across a field. It is a good idea to keep your dog on
the lead until you have crossed the railway at the far side of the field. After the railway, follow
the footpath straight ahead along the edge of several fields towards St. Mary’s Church in the
distance.

As you approach the church, the footpath bears right across a corner of a field, then along a
path leading to the road. Go left/straight on, following the road round to the car park behind
the church. Go through the kissing gate and keep straight on into the woodland. This area is
St. Mary’s Fields Nature Reserve which is maintained by the Parish Council. You can find
more information on their Facebook page ‘St Mary’s Fields Kidlington’, or on the Parish
Council website.

After a short distance you will see a large field to your left. Leave the woodland and cross
diagonally over the field and into the next one, where you can either continue across to the far
corner or take a slightly longer walk around the edge. You want to end up in the corner of the
field where the woods and the river meet.

Take the path through the woods and follow it keeping right so that you are as close as
possible to the river, although you will not be directly alongside it most of the time. After a few
minutes you will find a lovely shallow area of the river which is ideal for any size of dog to
have a paddle and a drink.

Continue along the path and where it gets quite narrow you might like to put your dog on the
lead as you will soon go under the railway bridge at the end of the walk. The path then brings
you out at Annie’s, where the refreshments are highly recommended.

Snifferdog
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Villagers drink the Red Lion dry on opening night!

When the Red Lion re-opened on Thursday 11" August, the enthusiasm of thirsty villagers meant
that the pub nearly ran out of drink!

The pub was shut for refurbishment in early March. The new tenants Ryan and Charlene Keogh only
had a couple of weeks to prepare for the re-opening, but they did a great job painting and upscaling
the bar and the furniture. So, the pub looked inviting on its opening night, one of the hottest of the
summer.

They were also lucky to be offered a complimentary Pig Roast by Steeple Aston’s Bradley Andrew
Hookway and his Oxfordshire Pig Roast Company. Locals didn’t hesitate in coming to claim their
free meal. They were queuing down the road for a while and many stayed on to drink late into the
night.

The following morning, Ryan and Charlene found they had sold out of lager and nearly run out of
wine! Fortunately, they managed an emergency run to top up supplies by the time customers started
to return to the pub.

Their plan is to open daily, except for Mondays, from 12 midday until 11pm. The food on offer will
be limited, at least to start with. They hope to offer ‘Steeple Stone-baked Pizzas’ to eat in and
takeaway almost immediately, along with chicken wings and chips.

Ryan is going to do the cooking, helped by Tyler who has returned to help in the kitchen. In the
autumn they plan to start providing Sunday lunches, maybe Fry-up Fridays, and themed events such
as curry nights. Coffee and cake will be on offer during the day and there may also be a limited lunch
menu eventually. The idea is to offer simple pub food, mainly sourced locally.

There will be more entertainment for customers, with a pool table in the garden room and regular
music nights on the last Friday of the month. Preparations are under way for the first of these, an
‘End of Summer Party Night’ on 26" August, and there is an Elvis tribute band booked for 28
October. More details to come.

Ryan and Charlene have already made friends in the village as they moved from Bloxham to Grange
Park with their five children in March 2020. Charlene says they love it here and have always wanted

to run a pub, so when the opportunity to take on the Red Lion came along, they were very excited.

This will be their first time in charge of a pub, but they say they have had good support from the
owners, Hook Norton Brewery, and help from some former members of staff and their family.

Both born and bred in Banbury, Ryan and Charlene have been running Keogh & Keogh, a bespoke
fibreglass service based in Thorpe Way, since 2014. Ryan brings his skills as a boatbuilder to the

business and Charlene does the books.

They have staff to keep the business going while they concentrate on running the Red Lion. Judging
by the reaction of villagers so far, it should keep them pretty busy!

Jenny Bell
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Left: Ryan and Charlene Keogh

Above: The popular free pig roast

Below: A well-supported opening night

Photos by Nigel Francis
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DR RADCLIFFE’S TRUST ANNUAL AWARDS

TO SUPPORT YOUNG PEOPLE IN EDUCATION OR TRAINING

AWARD FOR 16-18 YEAR-OLDS

This award 1s for students who:

e are 16-18 years old

» are studying at school, college or in an apprenticeship

* live in Steeple or Middle Aston or attended Dr Radcliffe’s school for 2 years
minimum

Financial awards are offered to students aged 16-18 who are continuing in
education or training and whose total family income is less than £45,000, for

anything that will help you with your course or to complete your studies.
Awards are made at the discretion of the Trustees of Dr Radcliffe’s School Foundation
based on the financial need of the applicant. Household circumstances will be taken into
consideration. Young people can apply any year that they are eligible regardless of whether
they have received an award in the past.

AWARD FOR 18-25 YEAR-OLDS

This award is to support young people who are in further education or training
who:

e are 18-25 years old

* live in Steeple Aston or Middle Aston (when not at university or college) or
attended Dr Radcliffe’s school for 2 years minimum

Awards are made at the discretion of the Trustees of Dr Radcliffe’s School Foundation based
on the financial need of the applicant. Household circumstances will be taken into
consideration, but there is no restriction as to family income; each case is considered

individually. Young people can apply any year that they are eligible regardless of whether they

have received an award in the past.

Application forms and further information for these awards are available from:

- the Steeple Aston Village website

- Dr Radcliffe’s School

- Louise Lewis, Freeths LLP, 5000 Oxford Business Park South, Oxford OX4 2BH
Louise.Lewis@freeths.co.uk

Applications for the awards must be received by 11 November. Any late applications
will only be considered in exceptional circumstances at the Trustees’ discretion.
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An image from our monthly club topic ‘Motion and movement’.
Photo by Richard Broadbent, who named it ‘Slow motion’.

August gave us a wonderful look at prints by Andrew Marker, FRPS, who spoke about his route
to becoming a Fellow of the Royal Photographic Society in the visual arts category. The work
that goes into making a panel of images, adjudicated by the RPS, is a very interesting process.
Andrew needed to show progression in his photography to be awarded the honour, with the
process taking years and many trips to a variety of continents to achieve a suitably challenging
panel of images. Andrew eventually settled on a set of minimalist images of Santorini buildings,
proving how many shades of white there are. Super stuff.

We will meet again on Wednesday 7t September to listen to Peter Greenway talk about taking
images for book covers. If you would like to join us, we meet at 7.30pm in the Adderbury
Institute.

Finally, our annual exhibition will be in the Adderbury Institute on Saturday 3¢ September from
10am — 4pm. Entry is free and there will be refreshments, so do pop along and have a look at the

work of our members.

Anne Hunsley
www.addphoto.co.uk
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JLDA

Design, Planning Applications, Listed
Building Consents & Building Regulations
Applicafions, Construction Drawings

Painting
Company

R

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATION

All forms of interior and exterior painting
and decorating, specialising in murals.

A complete service for all your building
needs, including New Builds, all tvpes of
Extensions, Intemadl Alterations as well s
Loft and Garage Conversions

ULDA haos done 3 designs for us. The firsf one
has fransformed our fives, I was o grovnd
floar extension and invoelved redesiagning our
kitchen as wall The work was of the highsast
quaity and the level of sanvice excalient, We
wang vary much invalved in the procass of
desigrn bt the bureaucralic reqguiremenis
such as Design, Planning permission weang
axperfly handied by JL0A"

7 3k i ke

Call now fo discuss the
project you have in mind

T: 01295 811026
E: pete@noahsarkpainting.co.uk
W: noahsarkpainting.co.uk

01849 345825

desun@idﬂ'm‘UE At Pebsham Cottage, Aynho Road, Adderbury
www jlda.co.uk 1 Oxfordshire, OX17 3NL

& wrence wrwfsi 1"y
RE-UPHOLSTERY CURTAINS /

FAMILY BUSINESS
TRADING SINCE 1978

WORKSHOP WITH SMALL
TEAM OF FULLY QUALIFIED
PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMEN

FREE HOME VISITS WITH
DETAILED QUOTATIONS

COMPLIMENTARY

T L " r 2 ; INTERIOR DESIGN
1: 07836 623407 SHOWROOM WITH
E: paul@paulbarberwindows.co.uk RERREE R
_ 01280 704 437
www.paulbarberwindows.co.uk 84 Boundary Road Brackley NN13 76§

www. lawrencefurnishings.co.uk » info@lawrencefurnishings.co.uk

OVER 30YEARS
EXPERIENCE FENSA

SULINDS

WINDOWS = SECONDARY GLAZING

INTERIIR DESIGN FOR WINDOWS = SUPERIOR SERVICE & PRODUCTS

RESIDENTIAL DOORS = FOLDING DOORS 07966 622 053 - Matthew Newman - info@Ifblinds.co.ulk




The Cricket Report %

Steeple Aston Cricket Club

Ascott-under-Wychwood - our first home match on the 1st Xl pitch

The only disadvantage of moving to Great Tew Cricket Club is that, if you are a bowler, there is
very little margin for error; it is a wonderful batsman’s wicket. Ascott-under-Wychwood won the
toss and, unfortunately for us, chose to bat on a blisteringly hot day. The bowlers toiled away, but
were not helped by some average fielding and a few chances going awry. Thankfully, Paul
Longman (1-22) bowled his best spell of the season and was unlucky not to take more wickets in
his seven over spell as he beat the outside edge on countless occasions. The Chairman (2-19)
plodded away and, with plenty of sweat from his glistening pate being applied to the ball,
somehow managed to remove a couple of their batsmen. Having raced to 162-4, Ascott subsided
as Olly Doggett (1-32), Nige Doggett (2-14) and Arthur Higgins (1-40) applied the brakes late on
to leave them on 193-7 off their allotted 35 overs. | must make special mention of Merrik
Baggallay, who was playing in his first game for the Club and was undoubtedly our star fielder,
taking a diving catch running in from mid-wicket.

‘Bazball’ reaches Steeple Aston...

Needing 5.54 runs per over for victory and no doubt inspired by Johnny Bairstow and Joe Root,
our openers Olly Doggett (25) and Nige Doggett (11) set off at 8 an over and laid the foundations
for the forthcoming onslaught. Tom Chesser and Jon Scotchbrook both batted intelligently rotating
the strike at will and moving the score along to 87-2 off 15 overs. 11 overs later it was all over as
they smote 108 runs to all parts of the ground with Tom finishing on 88 and Jon 55. They had put
on 152 runs together, but sadly just missed surpassing the SACC Club Record for the 3 wicket
of 157, also set by Jon with a little help from Rob Wilson Fry in 2015.

And that’s it for now...

Tragically, | do not have another game to write about, since we have now had four games
cancelled this season, none of which were down to us. It is a great shame that so few clubs can
put out a Sunday team. Please forgive me for being political for a moment, but if the ECB
concentrated on supporting local/grass roots cricket rather than spending millions of pounds on a
competition that men’s cricket does not need, or in many cases want, the village game would be
in much better shape. Where are the young cricketers going to come from? The Lord’s Taverners
is certainly doing its bit to widen access for young cricketers (more about the Tav’s next month),
but cricket’s governing body is asleep at the wheel. That’s it, rant over!!

Next home game...
Our next home games are on Sunday 11" September at Great Tew CC between the Captain’s

and Chairman’s XlIs and at home on Sunday 18" September against Blenheim Palace. The teas
really are very good, so please do come along and support. If ANYONE wants to play for us,

please email me at peter.higgins@ctshirts.co.uk

With best wishes to all.

Peter Higgins — Chairman SACC
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Shaun Gualllr'“

TV & WIFI
SERVICES

Market 9am - 12.30pm
SATURDAY 24 SEPTEMBER

B Aerials - supplied, repaired and

poor reception solved -F With:over 50 stalls offering the very bestin local produce,

B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, beer, bread, crafts, eggs, fish, flowers, fruit, meat, preserves,
patisserie, ready-made meals including international

discreet dish installations -
. cuisines, vegetables, gluten free food
B Internet - blackspots cured, internal & Nl T e

external data Cab"ng For more information visit:
B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned www.deddingtonfarmersmarket.co.uk
or call 01869 337 940

&&= OXFORD AERIATLS
www.oxfordaerials.co.u :

shaun@oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call Bicester 01869 879111

g,

Effortlessly -
connect to |
better hearing.

Discover our most innovative hearing technology, '
visit 5/8 HEARING COMPANY for all your Hearing Needs!

VISIT US FOR: PP R

! . S o e S R SRe e Bl u P TRsnE
“Slate-of-the-Art Hearing Solutions epetabiom am bu s B e bt s ot loe st
< e ’ R ERriTE: e
« Camprehensive Hearing Assessments AV b & s —

+ Technolagy Demonstrations - Eanwax Removal * Friendly, Impartial Advice
* Bespoke Heanng Protection for shooting, motorcyclists & musicians Introducing Evoly Al, Starkey's complete ling =

FLEXIBLE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE - We're open 5 days a week! e L

Logdedwilh Lbe mosl innevalive lechsoloegy
and cleares) sound ever, Evoly Al connecis

Try the latest technology for yourself, seamiessly 10 yaur

call 01869 254 019 to book your appointment. "™ WE OFFER
EARWAX ‘.

ASHCROFT THERAPY CENTRE REMOVAL
R HUDSON STREET - DEDDINGTON - OX18 0SW £90 both ears
'I‘I:i;w_pug.-rwqbymmmm-' tak .1“-‘! A0S | iamad E';'J"?H"EE’#“:'T-“TE:'WFP-WIF wk 50 one ear :

VIR U B St w1 jbhearingeampany.ce.uk
WE'RE COVID SECLURE: We're Implementme. strich procediires bo enmain the salniy af adl our disnd5and employres Pleass book appoinimants madvancs,
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( Qj) THE VALENTINE CLUB

Tuesday 2" August and we were back in the Village Hall to be entertained by what was originally
described in our programme as ‘The Trio’. The name gives it away as there were to be three ukulele
players who were going to entertain us, but ‘inflation’ took place and on stage were 15 ukulele players
from U3 A Bicester to bring back tunes from the 60s and more. Not only could they play in harmony,
but they could also sing, so a bonus for us all.

On the 16" August we made our way to Middle Aston House where we were able to enjoy a relaxed
afternoon with a superb ‘high tea’ supplied by their wonderful catering department.

Our next meeting is a trip to Bletchley Park on Wednesday 7™ September, where we will have the
opportunity to learn all about the Enigma machine that almost certainly reduced the length of the last
world war and possibly ensured victory for our country.

Our club meeting this month welcomes Ann Sharman who is going to tell us all about ‘Her India’.
Later during September, a group of our members is going to Corton Coastal Village in Suffolk for a
well-earned break and maybe a dip in the sea. Who knows?

Although I am writing this well in advance, thank you to all those who donated items for our ‘nearly-
new’ stall at the annual flower show this year. I am sure it will have made a difference to our bank
balance enabling us to invite more, well-respected speakers and entertainers to the club next year.

Finally, on behalf of The Valentine Club, I would like to thank Oxfordshire County Council via their
small grants fund for providing a grant of £500 to our club. This is in recognition of what we do to
enable the slightly older members of our community to keep active and involved.

To learn more about The Valentine Club, visit our own website on
www.valentineclub.wixsite.com/aston (easiest way to log-on is go to the village website, go to ‘Clubs
and societies’ and find ‘The Valentine Club’ and click on the link) or keep up to date by looking on the
village website www.steepleaston.org.uk or simply call me on 01869 340512.

Richard Preston — Group organiser
Richard.preston5@btopenworld.com




Eldon Friends

For all your Social Care requirements

Eldon Friends are an independent service, who specialise in providing support* to
enable you to remain living independently in your own home.

Whether you require transport to your appointments, assistance with your shopping
trips, light housework or just simply companionship, Eldon Friends has the right
package for you.

Contact us today for a no obligation discussion of your individual requirements.
Elaine Kelly: Tel: (01869) 340449
Email: info@eldonfriends.co.uk
Feel free to visit our website at: www.eldonfriends.co.uk
Covering The Astons and surrounding villages.
Qualified in Health and Social Care. Fully Insured.

*

Eldon Friends is a provider of non-requlated services

Iron and Wood Ltd 7 adedl

[....]
& Stoves for the Future Professional Cleaning Services

— , The experts in cleaning:
Carpets » Upholstery » Mattresses
Oriental rug cleaning *Stain removal
Stain protection * Allergy treatment
K e'“" Efﬁ* - 1-7&;
- i -' ) = ! X

] : - A
All aur work s fully insured and guaranteed.
We are DES checked & adhere 1o all current

or Kidlington W@I governmeant guidelines.
HETAS =
e e Contact Russ Vernon
T: 01295 253936 thib for yvour free, no obligation quote:
: : Tryaland g Email: rvernonsafecleaniagmail.com
E: info@ironandwood.co.uk : = g
Mobile: 07825 918946 N ‘! —

www.ironandwood.co.uk @ coperste M E W BE R

www.safeclean.co.uk
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Steeple Aston Garden Club =~

A good number of us, plus a couple of guests, visited Broughton Grange Gardens in the
North Oxfordshire countryside on a lovely sunny afternoon in July. We had a brief talk by the
Head Gardener, Andrew Woodall, explaining how the gardens have been developed and
renovated over the last 20 years. We were all given maps, as the gardens are set in 400
acres and make the most of the ‘borrowed landscape’. We set off in small groups, mostly in
different directions, to discover the large herbaceous borders, the rose gardens, stumpery,
water gardens and the wooded area. It was all far too much to take in on one visit, but we
managed to make it back to base by the wild flower meadow, for a cup of tea and a chat.
Andrew will be visiting the Garden Club at our meeting on Tuesday 15t November to give us a
talk on ‘Life & Times of a Head Gardener’ — be sure to make a note in your diary.

In August, a number of intrepid members visited Middle Barton Bowls Club, where we had
some instruction and advice regarding the rules of the game (photo above), before we split
into three teams and had a go! There was a lot of conversation and laughter on the green
and, considering it was the first attempt by most, we did surprisingly well. The afternoon
finished with tea and cake. Hopefully, Middle Barton Bowls Club will have a few new
members next year.

Our final ‘outside’ meeting will be our Tuesday, 6" September soirée at Primrose Garden,
North Side, courtesy of Richard & Daphne Preston, starting at 6pm. Please bring a plate of
food and something to drink.

Anyone wishing to join Steeple Aston Garden Club, please get in touch with Richard Preston
(tel. 340512) or Chris Clarke (tel. 347192).

Many thanks

Chris Clarke (Secretary)
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SIMPLE
EXCHANGES

M —

We believe the more detail, effort and time we
put into selling your home, the sooner you'll be &

exchanging and toasting those pastures new. /\% 1 d I

To discuss your property, simply give us a call.

01869 343 600

cridlands.co.uk

Ve We never make mistakes. What, never?
: j Well, hardly ever!

/
LI
STEEPLE ASTON

Comimlinity We are referring, of course, to The Arts Page in
APPLE PRESS the August issue, where we attributed the plot for

Many thanks to all those readers who, having
spotted the error in the last issue, gallantly decided
not to write in and embarrass us.

‘HMS Pinafore’ (or The Lass That Loved a Sailor)
to ‘The Pirates of Penzance’.

The Steeple Aston Apple Press 2022 In our defence, it was an easy mistake to make,
The community “Apple Pressing days” will given that Opera Anywhere had both Gilbert &
be held in the Village Hall car park this year. Look Sullivan operettas in their August schedule.
out for dates on the village website, Facebook and Confusion could reign again in November, when

the company performs ‘HMS Pinafore’ in Abingdon
and ‘The Pirates of Penzance’ in Brackley — see
operaanywhere.com/tour-dates/

notices around the village.
No booking required, just turn up with your
apples and empty bottles!

Alternatively, the complete kit is available Did anyone catch the English National Opera
for hire at the unchanged rate of £20 Contact Penny production of 'HMS Pinafore’ that was recently
and Stuart on broadcast on television? Gilbert & Sullivan purists
01869 349155 or email cummins2011@outlook.com gt s h_aV(_a approved, but it was amusing, BeGy
for details excellent singing and an enthusiastic performance

from Les Dennis as Sir Joseph Porter. One of the
highlights was a dance routine by the sailors at the
start of the second act which was almost certainly

not in the original D’Oyly Carte production.
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Village Hall News

Forthcoming Events

Saturday 5" November — Annual Fireworks evening

Sunday 11" December: — Wassail Evening (more details later)
Saturday 21st January 2023 — Annual Quiz Night

In the next few months with continuing rising costs to maintain the Village Hall we will be
reviewing our hiring charges for all users.

Please note our letting agent is Mrs. Angela Smith tel: 07734112967. Please do not call this
number between 6pm and 8pm unless urgent.
Email steeple-aston-village-hall@hotmail.com

Collect keys from ‘Mijas’, South Side, Steeple Aston OX25 4RU.

Barbara Brewer - chair

Steeple Aston Golf Society

The third SAGS meeting of the year took place at The Springs, Wallingford, with 17 players enjoying
a warm afternoon.

The winner of the Jubilee Cup with a splendid 40 points playing off a handicap of 27 was Eric
Blincoe, Paul Needle coming second off 18 with 37 points. Paul will now be off 17. Eric’'s SAGS
handicap has now been cut by four shots for the rest of the season. This may seem harsh, but we
don't muck about when it comes to winners. The nearest the pin on the 8th was won by Tony Peck
and nearest the pin in two shots on the 17th by Martin Kay. There were birdie twos from Paul Kay
and Brian Kay.

September’s meeting on Friday the 9™ is at an old favourite ‘Studley Wood’ in Horton-Cum-Studley.
0OX33 1BF. We will meet at 12 noon for the usual bacon bap and coffee, then play 18 holes on this
gentle undulating woodland course set in a former deer park. A tranquil setting with an abundance of
wildlife. USGA specification tees and greens, with lakes coming into play on nine holes.

During the presentation of prizes and silly chatter we will be having a two-course meal. | read it
somewhere that if you have more than three people in a gathering then you must have a raffle! So
this is all rounded off with a raffle. Those not in the frame for a golfing prize always look forward to
the raffle.

If you would like to join us then please contact myself or Chris on 01869 340423 / 347173.

An interesting thing about golf is that no matter how badly you play it is always possible to get worse.
Happy golfing.

Alan Brewer
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The Holcombe Studio ® High Street ® Deddington ® OX15 OSL
Telephone: 01869 226522 ¢ Email: Polkadotsuk@ymail.com

Horse & Groom, Caulcott

Unspoilt 17t century thatched coaching inn, specialising in high quality seasonal
food inspired by the best of French and English cuisine. North Oxfordshire CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2019

Opening hours:
Weds- Sat 12-3 and 6-11pm; Sun 12-3 pm
www.horseandgroomcaulcott.co.uk
Lower Heyford Road, Caulcott, OX25 4ND

01869 343257
horseandgroomcaulcott@gmail.com

Back Pain, Srorts INJury

54 BLOXHAM ROAD, BANBURY, OXON. OX16 9JR
& HeapacuE CLiNniC
Especially for long term pain
Hector Wells B.Sc.(Hons}., D.0., G.OsC.,
5 Registered Osteopath and Associates
Yk = Back and neck pains, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
% = Tenwis elbow, Knees and Arthritic Hips a speciality

:‘ * Recurrent Headaches, Migraine
: = Whiplash, Neck pain

5+ Shoulder pain, Stress pain -.L 2 .

) st dibingpesewoar oG5> T EOOTWORX CLINIC
ﬁphtmtnts (01295) 265267 ¢ t’bf iy, JO7 Your feet & leg problems
Monday to Saturday & Evenings (<522, Sl T 00000 00D 966
BUPA + PPP REGISTERED T

0. Houtton BSc (Hons) Pod SRCh.MChS. State Registered Podiatrist
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[heWI WI Report

INSPIRING WOMEN

One morning in August, six members of Steeple
Aston WI drove to Chipping Norton, where we were
met by two women, both life-long residents of
’Chippy’ and volunteers at the museum there. They
spent an hour-and-a-half taking us round the town,
pointing out architectural features, drawing our
attention to the alleyways, the rope makers’ walk, a
hidden underground tavern, the old hospital, police
station, boys’ school and alms houses. They told us
stories of past benefactors and villains and showed us
what an interesting place Chipping Norton is. We
finished the outing with a very pleasant lunch.

Our next outing was equally interesting, but rather
more hard work. We took 14 cakes plus tiffin,
flapjacks and brownies — all home-made by our
members — to the church at Chastleton House and
served them up to people visiting the manor house
and seeking refreshment. We had a steady stream of
customers from 12.30pm to Spm and raised over
£500. A huge thank you to all the bakers and helpers.

Our final event in August was the flower show, where
we ran various competitions and a prize quiz.

The speaker for our meeting on 13 September was
due to talk about the controversial life of Princess
Margaret, but unfortunately has had to cancel — for
the second time! We will have a members’ social
evening instead, so you can catch up with friends —
and news — after the summer break. Musical
entertainment is also planned for the occasion.

Our next outing is a tour of the ‘Treasures of the
Ashmolean Museum’. It starts at 2.00pm on Tuesday
271 September and is free of charge, Afterwards we
are planning to take afternoon tea in the museum’s
rooftop restaurant!

Do get in touch if you would like to join us, at a meet-
ing or for an outing or at the weekly walking netball.

Cathy Lawday telephone 347209

Top:Visit to Chipping Norton
Middle: Serving food at Chastleton House

Bottom: Walking netball
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D L HANCOCK LID

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Established 27 years and still independent

WE ARE BICESTER’S ONLY INDEPENDENT
FAMILY OWNED & RUN FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A caring traditional 24 hour service
provided by Mr. Hancock and his team personally

Serving Bicester and all Surrounding Areas

Private Chapel Of Rest

Jaguar Fleet of Funeral Cars

Pertect Choice

AR Funeral Plans
2 3
= =
all ‘1""};1

Member of
The National Association
of Funeral Directors

Tel: 01869 244200 (24 Hrs)
Chapel House, 13 North Street,

Bicester, OX26 6NA.

IAN WILLOX

Your local Humanist Celebrant

accredited by Humanists UK

_Humanist

Hmanists LK
Cevemionies .%‘_Humanlat'“

www.mallams.co.uk

Enquiries: 01865 241 358 or max.fisher@mallams.co.uk

Thinking of
selling your
artwork?

Design & Modern Art Specialist
Max Fisher, is available to give
free confidential valuations on
any piece(s) you are considering
selling at auction.

Home visits also available
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Churchwardens’ Chat

We may have had little rain this summer, but there were huge amounts of cut grass to be collected when the
stalwarts of the Churchyard Working Party met to rake it up after the churchyard had been mown. It’s now looking
quite smart, if rather brown and crisp, but no doubt it will ‘green up’ when the rain finally comes. The PCC had
hoped that a few more wildflower species would appear in the areas left un-mown, but wild flowers seem to be
taking a time to establish. Perhaps next year? We live in hope.

You will see from the rota of services that there will be a baptism on each of the first three Sunday morning
services in September when we shall be delighted to welcome Henry, Annabelle and Jasper into the church family.
Baptism is an important sacrament of the church when parents and godparents and indeed the whole congregation
make promises on behalf of and in support of the child. Later we hope they will confirm those promises for
themselves.

The PCC and the Benefice churchwardens have met and the process of planning and preparation for appointing our
new rector (which does seem long and drawn out) has swung into action. We are being supported by Rev. Charles
Chadwick from the Diocese to make sure that we act within the rules of the Church of England. A document called
the Parish Profile is in preparation which will give candidates a picture of the three parishes of the Benefice and
outlines some of the skills, qualities and attributes we hope the new Rector will have and will bring to his or her
ministry here. We are praying that the right person will apply!

Lastly, a date for your diary. The first weekend in October will be harvest weekend. We hope village organisations
will help to decorate the church on Saturday 1%t — perhaps with displays demonstrating the different kinds of harvest
achieved by their activities during the year. Our service on Sunday 2" will be Evensong at 6.00pm, followed by
Harvest Supper in the Village Hall. Tickets for the Harvest Supper will soon be on sale. We look forward to seeing
you and hope this will be another happy village celebration.

Good wishes from us both.

Graham Clifton and Eileen Baglin-Jones, Churchwardens.

A display from last year’s Harvest Festival. Photo by Nigel Francis.
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The Red Lion
South Side

Steeple Aston
01869 572039

OPENING HOURS

12pm to 11 pm Tuesday to Sunday
Stonebaked pizza every evening
Eat in or takeaway

LIVE MUSIC

Friday 30th September

®

. Kirtlington Property Maintenance

Local and Reliable — Home F Garden
Improvements/Maintenance/Reparrs.

*  Pamting ol Decorating internal & external]

frousehold repairs, various jobs inside e out,

*  Garden Maintenance, pressure washing, landscaping

including fencing, gates, decking, turfing, patios,

dreveways, shed/base installation ete.

*  (ompetitive Rates, references available on request

and fully imsured.

* Nojob is too small — Please call Noel Price on

(7884185171 or 01869 351619 or ematl
noelprice @bt internet. com

e, ki Eﬂgfﬁﬂjn"ﬂfh’ﬂ ymatnlenance. com

*  For Domestic and Commercial (leaning please call

Jayne Price on 07795055202

MATHEW
DAVIES

Experienced Painter
and Decorator
Interior and Exterior

Mobile:
07877 829576

Email:
mathewdavies686@amail.com

City & Guilds qualified
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Church Services

North Aston Steeple Aston Tackley
Sunday 9.30am 11am
4t September | Communion BCP Communion BCP 5.30pm
Twelfth Sunday Rev. Sue Spankie Baptism Evensong
after Trinity Rev. Sue Spankie Richard Bailey
Sunday 9.30am 11am
11t September | Family Communion | Family Communion 5.30pm
Thirteenth Sunday | tbc Baptism Holy Communion
after Trinity Rev. Andrew Bunch tbc
Sunday 10.30am

18t September
Fourteenth Sunday

United Benefice
Holy Communion

after Trinity Baptism
Rev. Stephen Pix
Sunday 9.30am 11am 9.30am

25t September
Fifteenth Sunday
after Trinity

Morning Prayer
Ben Knighton

Morning Prayer
Ben Knighton

Family Communion
Rev. Jeremy Auld

www.sntchurch.com
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r n
C&S Chimney Services
A\
h |t * New Chimneys, Rebuilds and = )‘&‘
i Repai 1
0| | Ropn Humphris funerals
mi v tove Installations Family Funeral Directors since 1880
nle ¢ Chimney Lining
e | s e Internal and External Twin

Wall Chimney Systems Our famﬂy SGFVIng

S * Stove Service and Repair your famlly
e Lead Flashing

e Bird guards & Cowls

Independent family funeral directors
and monumental masons since 1880

Complete traditional, contemporary,
and preplanned funeral service

Steve 07947701953 www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk
Office 01295811083
Email 01295 265424
cschimneys@yahoo.co.uk 32 Albert Street, Banbury,
' =T ' Oxfordshire OX16 5DG
| [ « ]
I! cschimneysoxfordshire.co.uk !I Wy T /7 b\ Lk A -~

S I A P L E S For an estimate please contact Tim Staples
| GIRGY 345 342
BUII

i cnguiries@stapleshuilding.couk

wwwestaplesbuilding couk

Steeple Aston Online

News, information, pictures, local directory, weather forecast,
noticeboard and much more...

Your village. Your website. Visit today!
www.steepleaston.org.uk
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Local Info

Steeple Aston Village Hall

Hiring Fee  Caution
Hall (meeting night)
Represented Clubs.......c.cvcivieicinnc. £9
Non-Represented Clubs........ccovuvieiniinnn L17
Hall Only (social occasion)
Represented Clubs.........cviriccienciincinn o £32
Other: . L53

All Facilities (social occasion)
Village Residents .
Represented Clubs.. oo L065.
Others - up to 6 hours. 4110
Others - over 6 houts.....c.ccceuvivcciciccnne e £160........ £300

£65.

All Facilities (off peak - 4 hours)
Village Residents .......cccccouueeee
Represented Clubs...............

Committee Room
Represented Clubs......ovvcicicciciicici £6
Non-Represented Clubs... . f12
Discount for represented clubs — 15% for six block bookings

Letting Agent : Angela Smith (see p.2)
Chairman: Barbara Brewer (340423)
Secretary: Margaret Bulleyment (347346)

A represented club must send a representative to the
Village Hall Committee meetings.

Rubbish bin collection day is Thursday

September 2022 October 2022

1st Green Gth Blue and brown
8th Blue and brown 13t Green

15t Green 20t Blue and brown
22nd  Blue and brown 27t Green

29t Green

Food caddy is collected weekly

Steeple Aston Sport & Recreation Centre
Letting Charges

Social Function peak times (up to 6 hours) £55
Social Function off-peak times (up to 5 hours) £27.50
Meeting of represented club (per session) £11
Caution money for Private Lettings £100

Letting Agent Angela Smith Tel. 07734 112967
E-Mail to rec.trust@googlemail.com

Tel. 01869 347914
Tel. 01869 347173

Chair — Torquil McLusky
Treasurer — Chris Cooper

BUS TIMES

STAGECOACH S4 BUS SERVICE
This timetable is effective from 7 March 2021.

From Steeple Aston (outside Post Office) to Oxford (arrival time in italics)
Mondays to Fridays (except public holidays)
0624 0702 0746 0920 thenhourlyto 1520 1621 1721 1821 1932 2047 2217

0702 0800 0844 1003
Saturdays

1603

1702 1802 1902 2010 2125 2255

0704 0804 0919 thenhourlyto 1819 1932 2047 2217

0746 0846 1002

Sundays and most public holidays
0903 1033 1203 1333 1503 1633 1803
0944 1114 1244 1414 1544 1714 1844

1902 2010 2125 2255

From Steeple Aston (outside Post Office) to Banbury (arrival time in italics)
Mondays to Fridays (except public holidays)

0752 0855 0957 then hourlyto 1457
1535

0835 0935 1035
Saturdays

0759 0857 0957 then hourlyto 1557
1635

0835 0935 1035

1600
1638

1657
1731

Sundays and most public holidays

0917 1037 1207 1337 1507 1637
0953 1113 1243 1413 1543 1713

1807
1843

1700 1800 1900 1955 2107 2222 2352
1738 1838 1929 2024 2135 2250 0020

1757 1855 1955 2107 2222 2352
1831 1924 2024 2135 2250 0020

1937
2005

Times subject to change. Before starting your journey please check the timetables at

www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables

OURBUS BARTONS

E&OE

OurBus Bartons offers services through Steeple Aston to and from Lower Heyford Station (Monday
to Friday), to and from Chipping Norton (Wednesdays) and to and from Bicester (Fridays).
See http://ourbus.co/bartons/ for details and times
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Steeple Aston Calendar

Check the village website at www.steepleaston.org.uk (Home > Calendar) for any changes.

September

Saturday 3rd AD&D Annual Exhibition. Admission free Adderbury Institute |10am to 4pm
Wednesday 7th |Valentine Club. Visit to Bletchley Park

Wednesday 7th |AD&D. ‘Taking images for book covers’ Adderbury Institute |7.30pm

Friday 9th Steeple Aston Golf Society Studley Wood 12 noon
Sunday 11th Steeple Aston Cricket Club Great Tew

Tuesday 13th WI. Members’ social evening Village Hall 7pm for 7.30pm
Thursday 15th |SAL October copy and advert deadline

Sunday 18th Steeple Aston Cricket Club Great Tew

Tuesday 20th Valentine Club. ‘My India’, by Ann Sharman  |Village Hall 2.30pm
Saturday 24th Deddington Farmers’ Market 9am to 12.30pm
Tuesday 27th \é)V)I(%CSéJige;tt:rtrj]roglt?:aAshmolean Museum, 2.00pm
October

Saturday 1st Race Night Sports & Rec. 6.30pm for 7.30pm
Sunday 2nd Harvest Supper Village Hall After Evensong
Tuesday 11th WI. Melanie King ‘Tea, coffee, chocolate’ Village Hall 7pm for 7.30pm
Saturday 15th |[SAL November copy and advert deadline

Tuesday 18th Valentine Club. Fish & Chips (£7 per person) (Village Hall 1pm for 1.30pm
Saturday 22th Deddington Farmers’ Market 9am to 12.30pm
Friday 28th Elvis tribute band Red Lion tbc

Due to coronavirus some clubs and societies might still be meeting online.

can be found on page 2.

Please contact the organisers for the most up to date information. Contact details

Choral Society Rehearsals. Village Hall - 7.45pm - Mondays
Badminton. Village Hall - 10am -12.30pm - Tuesdays
Bell Ringing practice. Church Tower - 7.30pm - Tuesdays

Scouts. Sport & Rec Centre - 7.30pm - Tuesdays

Baby and Toddler Group. Sport & Rec Centre - 9am -11am - Thursdays

Cricket Nets. Robinson’s Close - 6pm - Thursdays

Badminton. Village Hall - 8pm - Thursdays
Village History Centre (SAVA). 10am - 12pm - Saturdays

Steeple Aston Life is published by Steeple Aston Life Committee

Printed by: Joshua Horgan Print & Design

e-mail: print@joshuahorgan.co.uk

Unit 2 Glenmore Business Centre, Range Road, Witney, OX29 0AA Tel: 01865 246762

The views expressed are not necessarily the views of the Editor or the Committee.

into any binding agreement with advertisers, as appropriate
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Home-made food with The Personal Touch!

Menus to suit all tastes & budgets

"J R
l visive

Weddings and Family Celebrations

Dinner Parties

Afternoon Tea

Drinks Party Canapes

Balls & Banquet catering

Themed Events - Including - Mexican, Tapas, Bbq’s, Paella & Spit Roasts

Business and Corporate Events and Meetings

Prices starting from £6.50pp
Contact- sandjcuisine@hotmail.co.uk
Call Sally on 07786131667 Or Jasmin on 07801975210

* éfom US wcora, Crmhve Worh}r\o]a Jc‘r\v;, Cl\rlgmg *
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o N
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At The Arty Crafty Place, we're hosting a range of creative workshops from
September to December in our Craft Studio suitable for all abilities & ages!
Choose from: Christmas Block Printing, Cracker Making, Stencilling Workshops.
Silver Smithing, Fused Glass, Ceramics, Lino Cutting, Table Runner Printing,
Stationery Printing and more.....

View our full schedule of Workshops on our website

Studio Shop Open Mon - Friday 10-4:30pm and occasional Saturday’s

2323232

www.theartycraftyplace.co.uk 01869 349020 Lakeside Farm, Middle Aston



NICHOLSONS

Pl‘.‘h-fq' ?‘Tfrd-..l'fnr !-_-1-‘.1-.'{,1'(.:?4.:;.&'

OPENTO THE PUBLIC

Here gt Nicholsons, we aim e offer you much more than
your typical plant nursery expericnoes,
Micholsons Plants
Expert advice & guidance | Hedging & screening
Colourful herbacecus | Ornamental and fruit trees David

i . ¥
AUSUIN MO3Es

Rosara - Outdoor style for your garden
Furniture sets | Planters | Kadais | Lghting

The Yurt - A unigue dining experience

Locally sourced food | All digtary requirements welcome
Tueedoy te Sofurday
Wialk-ins are welcome at the Yurt but to secure a table and time,
olease book via our wabsita,

) Plant Healthy

wiewnicholsonsgh.com

Ihe Fask, North-fston, O3 6HL | 01868 340542

improving the lives of
pets and their
owners’

Vets

Family-friendly, caring, local vets
Experts in treating dogs, cats and family pets

Open 7 days a week

Modern premises with excellent facilities

Dedicated Might Nurses

24/7 emergency care provided by our own vets R ( :

Bicester 01869 323223
f 0)| | N Waddesdon 01296 651000 gflé(f(lf:[%llTE[E
www.hartvets.co.uk C
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