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HARRIS’S STORES &
POST OFFICE

Opening hours:
7.30am - 7.30pm (Mon-Ffri)
8.00am - 7.30pm (Sat)
8.00am - 6.00pm (Sun)

PRODUCTS AVAILABLE

Fresh bread from Nash’s Bakery.
Fresh meat and poultry.
Quality frozen fish and sea-food.
Organic free-range eggs.

Bread rolls and baguettes baked daily on the premises.
Cakes: a taste of home-made.
Off-licence with a wide range of beers,
wines and spirits.

Fresh fruit and vegetables.
Top-up for mobiles, gas and electric.
Fax and photocopying services.
Dry cleaning agent.

National Lottery tickets and much more.

Thank you all for your continued support.
Please let us know of any ideas or suggestions you

may have of ways in which we can extend our services to you.

Tel: 01869 340201
e-mail: raj4878@hotmail.com

John Dovey

FCCA
Chartered Certified Accountant
& Registered Auditor

- Limited companies, Partnerships &
Sole traders

- Accounts prepared

» Self Assessment Tax Return
completion

- Book-keeping services

- New business start-ups

« Personal & Corporate tax advice

- Company secretarial services

« VAT and payroll

email: jmd@johndovey.co.uk
telephone: 01869 233003
mobile: 07801 658328

ACCA

[COMPUTERPRO]

Local, friendly, fast & flexible experts
Computer Repair & IT Support

Helping Homes & Small Businesses for 20 years

@

Computer slow to start or load?

.}]}

Poor wifi or slow internet connection?
Broken screen, liquid or other damage?
Suspicious activity, virus or hacked?

Are your mobile devices out of sync?

@ o & X

Are your important files backed up?

Apple/Mac, Microsoft/Windows & Android
At your home/business or in our workshop

Call Simon, Matt or Caleb on:

01869 352002

heli@computer-pro.co.uk WAL COTT TR -, ol
Thie Cld Forge Building: Morth Green. Kirtlingt:

9#900600000

A small village based team providing
Gardeni ng
For All Seasons

Weeding - Pruning - Planting

Mu|c[ning - Pond maintenance

Fully insured - Freelance gardeners
RHS quuﬁ‘Ficuﬁuns

For more information email:
gf@cungurclen.cn.uk

00000009000
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Editorial

“A New Year's resolution is something that goes in one year and out the
other." Anon.

I never set myself a new year’s resolution. But I do set a new goal for the
beginning of each new month. This way, I have 12 opportunities to make
changes every year. And if ] fail to reach a goal, I have 11 more to strive
for.

It is said that the Babylonians created the concept of new year resolutions
over 4000 years ago. So is there a secret to keeping them? Yes, there is
—and it is the opposite to a secret. Keeping a resolution to yourself means
that there is no one to monitor your progress. However, if you tell your
family or social media friends about your plans, you will be more
motivated to succeed.

You also need to be realistic. Cutting out cigarettes or alcohol or
chocolate might be admirable (well, maybe not chocolate), but is unlikely
to last more than a few days. Cutting down on your consumption, on the
other hand, even by small amounts each month, is easier to achieve and
could — eventually — lead to cutting out.

Apparently, the top three most common resolutions are: exercise more,
lose weight and get organised. And only 46% of people who make new
year’s resolutions are successful. Not surprisingly, there is an acronym
to help you set sensible resolutions. SMART goals are Specific,
Measurable, Attainable, Relevant and Time-sensitive.

But don’t worry if your resolutions don’t make it through to February.
There is always next year!

Robert Christmas Fayre at the Village Hall (5" December). Photo by Nigel Francis




Steeple Aston Noticeboard o

Cleaner required for Village Hall

The job involves an average of four hours a week at £15 per hour and work time can be
flexible to fit in with the successful applicant. The contract will be for six months initially. If
you are interested or require further information please contact the Village Hall secretary.

Mrs Margaret Bulleyment, telephone 347346.

Making environmental change a reality in Steeple Aston

Could you help make a difference to our local environment? Would you like to be involved in
effecting some of the changes suggested in the Parish Council questionnaire?

The Parish Council would like to set up a Village Environment Group in 2022 to research,
investigate and implement some of the ideas suggested above. We will be holding a meeting
early next year to establish the membership of the group and its aims. If you would like to be
involved, or even just express an interest, please email the Parish Clerk at

| parishclerk.steepleaston@gmail.com and we will keep you informed of further

1 developments.

Response to the Village consultation

The Parish Council would like to thank everyone who responded to the consultation questionnaire
about important issues, including climate change, that the village will be facing over the next few
years. Many interesting ideas were put forward and questions raised. Issues which respondents felt
were important included:

» energy provision for public buildings

* energy provision on new build houses

» planning issues on energy efficiency in the conservation area
» street lighting

* 20mph speed limit

* home surveys on energy efficiency and information on potential grants
+ wildlife and environmental surveys

* EV charging points

* acommunity orchard

» alternative ways of recycling waste and other products

* acarclub

* community events: recycling, repair, hazardous waste collection, biodiversity, guest speakers, etc.
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A Alistair  Pa¥
I Redhouse

ESTATE AGENTS LETTING AGENTS

ESTATE AGENTS

“1 highly recommend Alistair Redhouse. I've bought and sold my property with these guys whilst also
purchasing and selling with separate agents. They stand head and shoulders above the competition. They
are extremely responsive throughout the whole process and know exactly what they are doing. Other
agents valued my property lower than AR’ and it was sold within a weel.”

- Google Review

“As first-time renters in the Kidlington area, we couldn’t be happier with Alistair Redhouse - they are an
all round wonderful agency! Ben [who was our first port of call when signing the lease) is incredibily
personable and an absolute joy to chat to! And the same can be said for everyone at the agency, including
Adam and Michelle, who were consistently helpful with any house-related queries.

I would recommend them wholeheartediy!™

- Google Reveew

F
/\/h\ www.aredhouse.co.uk 01865364541

BENGAL SPI

Al

Restaurant & Tak ay
Y
New Street (High Street,d’n\ 4260), Deddington
Fully LioegMed & Air-conditioned
o .
Open 7 da s&i‘%eek (including Bank Holidays)

Og&%: Mon - Sat: 12pm - 2:30pm & 5:30pm - 11:00pm

ys & Bank Holidays: 12pm - 2:30pm & 5:30pm - 10:00pm

(“b Tel: 01869 337733 /01869 337799
www.bengalspice-restaurant.com




@ LV FUEL

" SERVICGES

0800 799 9739
info@lvfuelservices.co.uk

At LV Fuel and Tank Services, we are a local company who offer a wide range
of professional oil tank services for domestic and commercial customers.

These include tank installations, removals, cleaning and disposal.
We provide these services for a wide range of tanks including: Kerosene, oil,
red diesel, gas oil, fuel, water and any other tanks.

Call today for a free site survey.

SIMPLE G ]
EXCHANGES R

%7 1]
We believe the more detail, effort and time we m'” = a
put into selling your home, the sooner you'll be i |

To discuss your property, simply give us a call.

—
exchanging and toasting those pastures new. H !1 4 |
i | . I f/-"‘——l l

01869 343 600

cridlands.co.uk
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FarmEd

When I’m held up by a slow tractor or other piece of farm machinery, I can often be heard declaring (with
thanks to Dylan Thomas) “Praise the Lord, we are an agricultural nation!”. The context — and certainly the
accent — may be rather different from what the Rev. Eli Jenkins was talking about in Dylan’s ‘Under Milk
Wood’, but I do feel fortunate and grateful to live in this rural community surrounded as we are by
agricultural enterprises.

Although my mother’s family came from farming stock, I was brought up in suburbia and so I’ve been
learning about the business and world of agriculture ever since I came to Oxfordshire in 1966, mostly from
friends who farm near here. At their kitchen table I continue to learn about the complexities of a world which
is a completely different kind of life from the one most of us live. It is a life of total immersion in the job,
especially if there are animals to be cared for.

I have recently come across another place where one can learn about
farming and the food farmers produce. FarmEd is a new centre for
Farm and Food Education, based at Honeydale Farm, Station Road,
Shipton-under-Wychwood. The modest entrance — you turn off the
A361 Chipping Norton to Burford road just above Shipton — leads
you to discover a range of rather beautiful buildings. They provide
a variety of spaces and places for learning about how ‘sustainable
farming and food systems that nourish people and regenerate the
planet’ can be developed, as the FarmEd brochure explains. The
exciting brainchild of lan and Celine Wilkinson, this not-for-profit
organisation is a Community Interest company which exists to offer
opportunities for education, research and for the public and
practitioners to learn about the possibilities and benefits of
regenerative agriculture.

Although FarmEd is in its infancy, dating only from 2018, it has already attracted visits from politicians,
from interested parties such as Prue Leith and from the Prince of Wales. Construction of the carbon-neutral
buildings was able to continue during the darkest days of the pandemic and there is already a range of
projects under way. You can find out about these by looking on the FarmEd website — farm-ed.co.uk

I’m interested to follow the development of one of several microbusinesses — a small herd of Fleckvieh
cattle of Austrian origin famed for producing excellent milk and beef. Hallam, the young man who cares
for the cows, already selling milk from them and planning to make ice cream soon, is being offered a route
into a farming career by gaining experience here. Other microbusinesses are run by beekeepers, bakers,
vegetable growers and cooks.

Did I mention that there’s a café where you can drop in for coffee and cake (and soon for lunch, too) or you
might care to book to join the Friday Farm Walk and picnic when you’ll get a fuller picture of what FarmEd
is all about. As a window into the kind of sustainable agriculture and food production the country needs to
be promoting and developing for the future, FarmEd is a fascinating initiative — and certainly gives one a
picture of the sort of agriculture which the Rev. Eli Jenkins could not imagine in his wildest dreams, but
which will ensure that we continue to be an agricultural nation!

Eileen Baglin-Jones



Learning bell ringing

ollowing on from Graham Clifton's invitation in SAL for new people to join the Steeple Aston
bellringers, | thought it would be useful to share my experience of learning to ring.

First let's dispel some myths. You do not need to be strong — most of our bells can be rung by a
child (our current youngest ringer is 12 years old) and there is no swinging from ropes in the
rafters. You don't need to be mathematical, though counting to eight is useful. Finally, ringing
doesn't require any great musical skill. There is no sheet music, you play only one note, and the
only rhythm that we are aiming for is uniform separation. You might think from this introduction
that there is little to learn and you will have it mastered in a couple of weeks. | assure you that is
not the case.

The first thing that you learn is to
pull the rope. That sounds easy,
but it will take more practice than
. s you expect. It is a two-step action
; : -4 B pulling the Sally (fluffy bit) first and
|| <ol W then the Tail (end of the rope). Pull
- L too hard and the bell bounces at
el L4 the end of its swing, too gently and
f: j it doesn't swing far enough and
% : returns before you tell it to. Once
you are confident, you join the
other ringers in a circle, learning
not to overtake the person ahead
of you or slow down and cause a
traffic jam behind you.

Next you learn to ring 'changes'. This involves a conductor calling out instructions for you to
swap with another ringer — one of you speeds up for a moment as the other slows down. You
start to also think about what is happening around you. Who are you following now? Who might
they swap with next? Our patient tower master always knows what everyone is doing and what
they should be doing and can be called upon for directions.

The next skill is to 'hunt'. This time you are responsible for knowing who you are to swap with
without being told. Fortunately, the order is simple, fixed and somewhat like a Maypole dance.
You also start to learn the hitherto mythical 'rope sight' — the ability to see who is just ahead or
behind you out of a cascade of six or eight ropes pulled within a few seconds of each other.

With those skills you are ready for 'methods'. These are simple patterns for who swaps with
whom, but because the 'who' is based on the current ringing order, not their position in the
room, this takes time to master. There are enough methods of varying complexity to keep you
busy developing your skill for many years. Along the way you get to ring at other churches, the
occasional wedding and get to wake the village up on Sunday mornings.

Fortunately, we are blessed in Steeple Aston with a knowledgeable teacher and a group of
ringers who are very tolerant of learners' many mistakes. Steeple Aston also benefits from a
nice set of bells — at other churches you will find a surprising variety of awkward ringing spaces,
clangy bells, jittery ropes and low ceilings that make you appreciate home. If you were ever
interested in learning this historic (and peculiarly English) skill, Steeple Aston is an excellent
place to start.

We practise most Tuesdays at 7.30pm. Come along to try it out.

Jon McLoone
https://steepleastonbellringers.com/



DAVID

— cuts hair —

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING IN THE COMFORT
& SAFETY OF YOUR OWN HOME

. . ' a ' £ . "
¢ Friendly, mobile hairdressing service ﬁ All equipment fully sanitized before
tor the Cherwell district. every appointment for your protection.
j{f Fully insured and DBS checked. 3{) 30 years hair cutting experience.

call DAVID on 07775 806655 or 01869 346910

david@cutshair.co.uk » www.davidcutshair.com

Resfor BN

Introduction to Bookbinding Workshop

4 weeks, starting Tuesday 18 January, 7=9:30pm

Do you love stationery? Are you an avid list maker or journal keeper? If so, this four week
introduction to bookbinding is just the thing to brighten up your winter Tuesday evenings.

Over the course of the 4 weeks, you will create your own hardback journal from scratch, and learn
all the techniques you will need to be able to wile away many a happy hour stitching and binding
notebooks/journals for yourself = or as wonderfully personal gifts.

Hosted at The Arty Crafty Place,
Unit 2, Lakeside Farm, Middle Aston, Bicester OX25 5PP

£ 95 per person (limited to 6 people)

For more info and to sign up, please visit:
https://bit.ly/3qEEOU9
or email amanda@restor8iv.com




North Aston Organics

Veg boxes collected locally
or delivered to your door

') ﬁqﬁ: ot :‘ﬁ\ f.;, o B L'-;'a ﬁ 3

. __'-‘,
V¢
For more details, please contact
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northastonorganics@gmail.com -~
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JOHN WHITWORTH TREE SURGERY

BODICOTE COTTAGE
16 HIGH STREET
BODICOTE
OXFORDSHIRE
OX15 4BS

Tel/Fax: 01295 268170
- Mobile: 07970 154552

PLAYGROUND STEWARDS/CLEANERS

The Parish Council is still looking for people to act as stewards/cleaners for the playground and the public
toilet. We are now looking to employ a small team of three or more people who would carry out the duties
part-time on a rota basis.

We expect the tasks involved to take an hour a day. Hours will be negotiable, but we anticipate each team
member will work 10-12 hours a month. Members will be directly employed by the Parish Council on a
PAYE basis. Equipment, supplies and cleaning products will be provided.

Tasks will include:

* sweeping up and tidying the area around the Village Hall, Sports and Recreation Centre, and the MUGA.
» daily litter collection and the emptying of litter bins when full.

* watering plants, and some weeding where necessary.

* keeping the public toilet clean and stocked.

» reporting to the Parish Council any matters that need attention.

The posts will suit active, community-minded individuals, who have a few hours to spare, and would like
to make a valuable contribution life in the village.

Pay is negotiable.

To apply, or further information, contact the Parish Clerk, Cathy Fleet, on 01869 347000 or 0798 939
8838, or email parishclerk.steepleaston@gmail.com
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The gnn{zning 5}101:

Happy New Year and happy gardening 2022

I was once asked what makes a good gardener? Many often underestimate the occupation of gardening. Not
everyone has what it takes to be a gardener, much less a good gardener. Hard work and diligence are
essential qualities, but probably the most important attribute is patience. Trust me, things don’t always turn
out as you might expect.

Books will suggest you plant or sow at a certain time of the year, but they can’t tell you what the weather
is going to be like for the next few months. Indeed, the weather presenter can’t always tell you what the
forecast is going to be for tomorrow with any accuracy. The compost might be too coarse, too fine or have
‘wetting agent’ in it, which suggests we can’t work out when to water our plants.

You need patience if next door’s cat scratches along your freshly drawn carrot drill or the dog chases that
same cat straight through the newly-planted geraniums. One of the most frustrating things is the speed, or
should I say lack of speed, of germination of those ridiculously expensive seeds that you sowed weeks ago.
I remember when you could buy a packet and there was probably enough seed to plant a field. Now you
must search in the bottom corner of a packet to make sure they actually put some seeds in there!

I maybe should give you some tips for the garden in January, but as my old granddad used to say, “you best
keep off the ground until you can sit naked on the soil and you don’t freeze”. It was not quite as polite as
that, but this is a family magazine!

Well, here are a few thoughts for the month until I can think of something sensible to write about. Organic,
or not organic? This is a subject that will create some debate! Pete and Harry were talking one day. "My
wife asked me to buy organic vegetables from Deddington Market," said Pete. "So, were you able to find
some?" Harry asked. "Well, when I got to the market, I asked the trader, "These vegetables are for my wife.
Have they been sprayed with any poisonous chemicals?’ The trader answered ‘No, you'll have to do that
yourself’.”

The manager of the garden centre overhears one of his nurserymen talking to a customer. “No, we haven't
had any of that in ages,” says the nurseryman, “and I don't know when we'll be getting any more.” The
customer leaves and the manager walks over to give him a telling off. “Never tell a customer we can't get
them something” he says. “Whatever they want we can always get on order and deliver it. D'you under-
stand?” The nurseryman nods. “So, what did he want?” asks the manager. “Rain” replies the nurseryman.

Finally. Albert took over an old, run-down, abandoned allotment near the church. The beds were overgrown
with weeds, the shed was falling down and the greenhouse was just a frame with broken glass. During his
first day of work, the vicar stopped by to bless Albert's work, saying, "May you and God work together to
make this the allotment of your dreams!" A few months later, the vicar stopped by again. Lo and behold, it
was completely transformed. The shed had been expertly rebuilt, vegetables were growing in neat rows and
the greenhouse had been re-glazed and was full of plump, ripe tomatoes. "Amazing!" exclaimed the vicar.
"Look what God and you have accomplished together!" "Yes, reverend," said Albert, "but remember what
the place was like when God was working it alone!"

Richard Preston

11



The XRTS Page

A happy new year to all, with hopes, as we write, that Covid doesn’t again compromise the arts scene in
2022. Many arts organisations are not announcing plans very far ahead, but from many previous Arts
Pages you should have the websites of a wide variety of venues in our area and can keep up to date.

New year brings new thoughts and we want to take a look at the Arts Page and what it can offer. Heather
and I are musicians and do not critique fellow artists’ performances. You can do that! Having said that, I
would flag up two wonderful student performances at the Oxford Burton Taylor Theatre of Yasmin
Yeza’s ‘God of Carnage’ and Lucy Prebble’s ‘The Effect’. Well worth keeping an eye on their offerings.
Also, the RSC’s ‘Comedy of Errors’ at the Barbican, boding well for their upcoming ‘Much Ado About
Nothing’, ‘Henry VI’ and ‘Wars of the Roses’ at Stratford.

The Arts Page could be more vibrant with your input right across the board about live performances,
television, streaming, exhibitions, festivals and workshops. We are bombarded with information and
promotion these days, which is terrific, but sifting through and making choices often needs to rely on
suggestions and enthusiasms from others to help us make choices. This page could be an exciting
platform for Steeple Aston to do this.

We would love to hear from you. Do get in touch.

Nick and Heather
nicholascleobury@btinternet.com

A Poem for the New Year

by Alfred Lord Tennyson, published in 1850. It forms part of ‘In Memoriam’, an elegy to his sister’s
fiancé who died at the age of 22.

Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky, Ring out the want, the care, the sin,
The flying cloud, the frosty light: The faithless coldness of the times;
The year is dying in the night; Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes
Ring out, wild bells, and let him die. But ring the fuller minstrel in.

Ring out the old, ring in the new, Ring out false pride in place and blood,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow: The civic slander and the spite;

The year is going, let him go; Ring in the love of truth and right,
Ring out the false, ring in the true. Ring in the common love of good.
Ring out the grief that saps the mind Ring out old shapes of foul disease;
For those that here we see no more; Ring out the narrowing lust of gold;
Ring out the feud of rich and poor, Ring out the thousand wars of old,
Ring in redress to all mankind. Ring in the thousand years of peace.
Ring out a slowly dying cause, Ring in the valiant man and free,

And ancient forms of party strife; The larger heart, the kindlier hand;
Ring in the nobler modes of life, Ring out the darkness of the land,

With sweeter manners, purer laws. Ring in the Christ that is to be.
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2?2?22 Mind Games

ANIMAL PUZZLE
Answer the questions, choosing the correct animal from the box below.
(submitted by Cathy Lawday)

1.  Which animal has a gestation period of 95 weeks, the longest pregnancy of any animal?
2. Which animal lives for 100 to 200 years?

3. There are only 80 to 90 of which animal left in the world?

4. What is the fastest land animal?
5. What is the fastest bird?

6. Which animal has a name which means ‘hairy man’ in the language of the country where it lives.
7.  Which creature kills the most people worldwide every year?

8. What can swim at 25mph?

9. Which animal makes a sound like a yodel, called a baroo?

10. Name three animals which mate for life.

bowhead whale penguin orang-utan elephant
cheetah barn owl great white shark basenji dog
beaver leopard peregrine falcon penguin mosquito

“Janeag ‘|mo uleg ‘uinBuad "0} ‘Bop llusseq ‘6 HlueYS a)ym jesls) “g ‘onbsopy -/ ‘ueln
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THE ASTONS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY - SPRING FLOWER SHOW 2022 - ENTRY FORM

The Spring Flower Show will be held in the Village Hall on Sunday 20" March from 2.30 to 4.30pm. Entries are open to
everyone and new exhibitors are welcome. The entry fee includes the Society’s membership fee. Rules for exhibitors are as
laid down by the secretary in the Annual Show Schedule except () entries must be in by 7pm on Thursday 17th March.
Late entries will be charged double and no entry will be accepted after Friday 18th March (b) exhibits must be staged
between 9 and 10.45am on the morning of the show after which the Hall will be closed. Multiple entries in the same class
will not be allowed in Divisions 1, 2 and 3. Cups will be awarded to the winner of most points in each open Division and the
Mead Vase will be awarded to the person having entered in at least three of the five divisions and gaining the most points in
the show. Easter eggs will be awarded to the winner of the most points in each of the children's age groups and the Bedding

Cup for the best exhibit.

DIVISION 1

HORTICULTURE - FOR DUNCAN CUP

Tulips growing in a container

Daffodils (longer trumpets than petals) in container

Daffodils (shorter trumpets than petals) in container

Daffodils (multi-headed) in container

Miniature Daffodils in container

Hyacinths in a container

Any other container grown bulb

Any other container grown spring flower/s of one or

more variety, excluding bulbs

9. Cactus or succulent ) must be in your

10. Pot Plant Flowering) possession for

11. Pot plant foliage ) & weeks

12. Vase of Cut Garden Blooms

13. Container of Garden shrubs/Hedgerow/Trees Buds or
Blossom, judged on variety and quality

14. 5 cut stems of Daffodils (long trumpets) any varieties

15. 5 cut stems of Daffodil (short trumpets) any varieties

16. 5 cut stems of miniature Daffodils

17. 5 cut stems of multi-headed Daffodils

18. 3 Stems of Rhubarb (tops on)

19. Container of Cut Scented Spring Flowers

20. A single cut daffodil with solitary bloom

DIVISION 2

COOKERY - FOR WI CUP

21. A savoury flan (state flavour)

22. Plaited loaf

23. 3 sausage rolls

24. A lemon tart

25. 3 egg Victoria Sandwich

26. 3 Pieces of flapjack

27. Banana bread

28. 5 Chocolate truffles

29. Seville Marmalade

30. Fruit curd (lemon, orange, lime etc)

31. 3 home produced eggs from domestic fowl (with saucer)
32. Home made lemonade in a clear bottle with a glass

33. Home made alcoholic drink in a clear glass bottle with a
glass. (Shop purchased gins / vodkas to flavour are allowed)
DIVISION 3 -FLORAL ART FOR THE FLOWER CLUB
SILVER TROPHY (All four classes count for the cup).

e e

Exhibits marked * to be staged in a niche 18” wide, 18” deep
and 25” high

34. Miniature arrangement - no more than 10cm in any direction

35. *Title - ‘A country’ - accessories allowed
36. *Foliage Arrangement - no accessories allowed
37. *Title - ‘Yellow’ — accessories allowed

DIVISION 4 -FOR HANDICRAFT CUP

38. Edible jewellery

39.‘Twiddle muff” for dementia patients, to be donated to
JR hospital afterwards

40. A limerick - 'There once was a donkey called Ned’ (With
8 syllables in 1%, 2" and 5t lines and 5 syllables in 3™ and 4t
lines)

41. A painting or drawing

42. Any other handicraft

43. A ‘Congratulations’ card

44. Photo — ‘Steeple (Aston) selfie’

45. Photo — ‘Patterns in nature’

46. Photo — ‘A pet’

47. Photo ‘Extreme weather(s)’ Must be black-and-white
photo

Photos - may be in colour or black-and-white for classes
44 to 46 and all photos are not to exceed 7 by S inches. No
mounts allowed.

DIVISION S - NOTE NEW AGE GROUPS, age must be
written on entry form.

Under 5

48. Paper plate flower

49. Painting or drawing of an Easter Egg, A4 max size

50. Decorated biscuit (biscuit can be shop purchased)

Aged 5 to 7 inclusive

51. Decorated egg, any type

52. 3 Decorated mini rolls (mini rolls can be shop purchased)
53. Painting or drawing, not larger than A4

Aged 8 to 11 inclusive

54. Dreamcatcher incorporating recycled materials

55. Painting or drawing, not larger than A4

56. A Pizza (state ingredients)

Aged 12 — 15 inclusive

57. Decorated cake, judged on taste and appearance

58. An upcycled item

59. A photo suitable for the Steeple Aston Life cover — Max
7” x 5 Winner to supply Jpeg.

Please circle the classes you wish to enter and return the entry form to Richard Preston, Primrose Gardens (behind Primrose
Cottage), North Side (01869 340512) or Victoria Clifton, Bluebell Cottage (07817025948) with full entry fee by 7 pm on
Thursday 17t March 2022. Extra forms are available from Richard, or village website.

Classes 1 to 47 entry fee 25p. Classes 48 to 59 entry fee 10p. Prizes first £2, second £1, third 50p

For our privacy policy see: https://www.steepleaston.org.uk/clubs-societies/gardening/#horticultural

ENTRY FORM Classes 1 2 34 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Name...........c.ocooiiiiiininn, 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37
AdAress............oooooiiii

TelNo ..o 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55
If entering Division 5 - Age on day of Show ......... Parent’s consent to entry............... 56 57 58 59



The Spring Show 20" March 2022

t’s 2022, spring is just around the corner and hopefully, after a two-year break, the Spring Show will
be back in the village hall. The schedule is on the opposite page and will appear again at the
beginning of March, so plenty of time to get organised and decide what you might like to enter.

Without sounding as if we are repeating ourselves, entries make the show and without your support the
show will not survive. We hope the classes are self-explanatory, but if you have any queries, just ask any
member of the horticultural committee, or give Richard a call on 01869 340512.

Looking even further into the future, the Annual Flower and Fun Dog Show will be held on August Bank
Holiday Monday as usual, but there is an ever-growing interest in photography so we have decided to

extend the number of classes and to give you plenty of time to take those amazing shots. Here are the
classes.

» Musical Connections

» A digitally enhanced image of a church (this is where you can use your tech skills to best effect)
* A panel of four photographs entitled ‘Evolution’

* Abstract

* A Country Scene

* A portrait

A view of the 2020 Spring Show.
Photo: Richard Preston

And don’t forget, for all you 12 to 15-year-olds, here is your chance to take a photograph to be considered
for inclusion in SAL later this year.

* ‘A photo suitable for the Steeple Aston Life’ — maximum 7 x 5 inches. Winner to supply JPEG image
file if required.

Whatever class you might consider entering, remember, it is your entries that make the show and enables
this decades-old tradition to continue.

Happy New Year Everyone.
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LiberHouse Garden Buildings

For the Business of Working from Home

With internal floor areas starting from 6 sgm
(68 sq ft) up to our top of the Range Studio
Muilit at 20 sq m (215 sq fi), our Studio Range
offers many possibilities.

Starting with a Studio One home office, you
can add a separate storage space for garden
tools, or you can add an external open space,
or have both.

The Studio Multi with a shower room and a
kitchen can be a granny flat or guest room
and also be used for holiday/Airbnb lets.

With a choice of a flat roof, pitched roof or
lean-to roof our buildings can be freestanding
or can go up against a wall of the house to
form an extension.

All our garden buildings carry a 10 year
guarantee.

High Quality Garden Buildings built
to your specific requirements

Made in Oxfordshire

"Thank you for the excellent service through
organising the planning approval, the delivery and
the assembily. First rate and a nice change to deal
with a company that really understands what the
customer wanis and then supplies it

Hap;g' to recommend you to friends and if someone
wolld

like to come and have a look at the finished

fob we would be defighted to show it off."

L8 & & &

Call now to find out more
01869 349825

design@liberhouse.co.uk www.liberhouse.co.uk

Nods
‘Kptreecare

All types of tree work
carried out including
stump removal & hedge
cutting.

Contact us today for a free quote
NPTC Qualified & fully insured.

[J kptreecare.co.uk
kptreecarei@mout|look.com
107788 289344

Tz e i R"__,
Checkatrade.com li

Where reputation mathers
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DEDDINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

Everyone ¢ Welcome!
Get to know our fabulous facilities

Deddington Studio
ldeal for dance and yoga clagges

Clifton Room
Buginese gpace for successful
meetinge or away-daye

The Lookout
Perfect for outdoor kids parties
Located begide the Adventure Playground
or hire our All Weather Court

t: 07720 834006
www.thewindmilldeddington.org




Heyford Station is to be rebuilt!

By our reporters: Tim Part, Project Manager, and Chris Adamson of Friends of Heyford Station

Longer term residents of the villages around Lower Heyford may remember that Heyford Station
used to have a stone station building which was removed 35 years ago. But it still exists — in
pieces — at Didcot Railway Centre where re-building is about to begin. The project is being led
by Tim Part, who, remarkably, was one of a team of about 12 volunteers who painstakingly took
the building apart in 1985 and stored all of the pieces for later re-use.

The History of Heyford Station....... so far

Heyford Station was opened, along with the Great Western Railway’s (GWR) Oxford to Banbury
line, on 2@ September 1850. In 1852, substantial stone buildings were erected at Heyford, the
main building located to serve the Banbury-bound platform.

The Heyford Station building was of a typical Brunel design for the GWR. These buildings

featured a recessed section on the platform side, a substantial porch serving the booking office
and a canopy running all round the building. A decorative feature was the provision of cast iron
canopy brackets capped with a lion’s head

British Railways scheduled the building for
demolition in the early 1980s and following
discussions with the Great Western Society
(GWS) the building was carefully dismantled
brick-by-brick by the GWS in 1985 and moved to
the Didcot Railway Centre for future
reconstruction. As the canopy had been
previously removed by British Railways, the cast
iron canopy brackets were recovered from
Kidlington where an identical station building
existed.

The building stones and bricks recovered from Heyford have been stored on pallets at Didcot in
the open air for over 35 years. To aid future reconstruction work, each stone has been marked
with a unique identifier which can be cross-referenced with elevation drawings of the building.
Windows and other internal items of woodwork are also identified and stored in a well-ventilated
area under cover adjacent to the site where the station will be rebuilt at Didcot.

In 2020, the project to reconstruct the building at Didcot was given the green light and all the
required permissions could then start to be applied for.

The way ahead

The rebuilt station building will be located at one end of the demonstration line at Didcot Railway
Centre. This is a length of line where steam trains can be found operating when the Railway
Centre is open to the public. The hope is to use, as far as possible, volunteer help to reconstruct
the building. However, some specialists will be required, namely architects, structural engineers
and professional stonemasons.

As would be expected from an undertaking of this nature, the project is being led by a volunteer
Project Manager, Tim Part, who as noted above was involved in the dismantling of the building
way back in 1985.

The Friends of Heyford Station (FoHS) have taken an active interest in the project and Chris
Adamson, who is a resident of Somerton and a member of FOHS, now spends his Thursdays
and some weekends at Didcot, volunteering on the re-build.

To see the progress for yourself and/or to offer your help either as a volunteer or donor please
visit http://gwsheyford.org.uk/
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Poetry Corner

Resolution

I've made a simple New Year Resolution
though I'm not sure that I can keep it long
I've sworn that when I hear the sound of nonsense
I won't react, instead I'll hold my tongue

I give myself a day or two for certain
but after that it's anybody's guess
the problem is the sound of silly statements
those on the News and in the daily press

here's hoping that there'll be some greater wisdom
I rather hope that that will be the case
for if there's not then something is for certain
the troubles that we have will gather pace

so here's a fervent wish for all our future's
spread happiness and let our cares be few
move forward as the past slides off behind us
and make the best of twenty twenty-two

Peter Wild

New Year, New Me

| start each year with good intentions,
Full of bold resolution,

But I'm never too successful

When it comes to their execution.

| mean to see the best in people,
Develop a positive attitude,
Learn to embrace contentment,
And to practise gratitude.

I've so often intended to get fit,
Many times I've joined the gym,
I've walked, and rowed and cycled,
And gone for a regular swim.

| plan to improve my Tai Chi moves,
To cook healthy food every day,

To learn to sketch, to meditate,

But these all fall by the way.

But soon the enthusiasm wears off,
My gym trips start to lapse,

| find excuses not to go,

Good intentions tend to collapse.

| start to cheat on the diet,
As I've done so often before,
| find that I’'m not eating less,
In fact I'm eating more.

Resolutions are just so much effort.
And | suspect they’re a marketing scam.
So my new year’s resolution this year,
Is to accept myself as | am!

Cathy Lawday
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In the Kitchen

Craving something different, but not quite sure what you’re in the mood for? Perhaps it's something

different yet simple that takes your fancy. Maybe you want to bring a jaded palate back to life. Why not just do
it with eggs? Lahori-style omelette and son-in-law eggs can work for a late breakfast, brunch or supper snack —
a way to hit the taste bud spot this January.

Lahori-style sharing omelette (serves 4 to 6)

Omelette Spicy tomato filling
knob of butter sunflower oil
6 large eggs small brown onion finely chopped

6 spring onions finely sliced

1 green chilli deseeded and chopped finely or 1/2 tsp chilli flakes
509 coriander leaves finely chopped

salt, ground black pepper

»  Warm cooking oil gently in frying pan for the spicy tomato filling.

+ Start by adding finely chopped brown onion to the frying pan to soften. Add chilli, tomato and spring

onion and half the coriander to the onions and continue to sauté for a further five minutes. Remove frying pan
from the heat.

*  Whisk eggs

* In alarge non-stick frying pan, pour in the beaten eggs, then tilt the pan to distribute the eggs evenly. Leave
for 20 seconds until the eggs begin to bubble. Working quickly, use a spatula or wooden spoon to draw in the
sides of the eggs to the centre, incorporating the butter.

* Gently shake the pan to redistribute the egg liquid to the pan’s edges.

*  When the omelette base is solid, spread the spicy tomato sauce mixture and top with remaining chopped
coriander leaves.

+ Serve and enjoy

Son-in-law eggs (serves 4 to 6)

6 large eggs

75 ml sunflower oil

5 large onions sliced wafer thin (remove core) — alternatively, a tub of crispy onions from the supermarket
sufficient oil to just cover onions

2 tbs tamarind concentrate

3 tbs fish sauce

4 tbs palm sugar shavings or unrefined brown sugar (e.g. light muscovado)

red chilli carefully deseeded and finely sliced

50g coriander

whole red chilli for garnish optional

Ignore steps 1 & 4 if using bought crispy onions

+ For the crispy fried onions add onions and sunflower oil to frying pan before turning on the heat.

* Turn to medium heat and stir intermittently over 30 minutes until the onions turn golden. Have patience with
this process.

* Prep a large plate with kitchen roll and add the golden crispening onions with a slotted spoon.

» Spread out the golden onions allowing sufficient space to cool completely.

» Put room temperature eggs in their shells in a single layer in pan with sufficient cold water to cover.

» To cook the eggs until the whites are firm but fragile and the yolks soft, bring the pot to a boil

and then immediately remove it from the heat and let the eggs rest in the boiled water for exactly five minutes.
* Pour off the hot water and run the eggs under cold water until cool enough to handle. The whites will be firm
but still quite fragile, so be careful when peeling.

* In a wok heat about 5cm oil.

» Pat the eggs dry. When the oil is shimmering hot, carefully slip the eggs in. Fry the eggs until golden on the
outside, then drain and set aside on kitchen paper.

» To make the punchy sauce for son-in-law eggs, mix the tamarind concentrate in 2 tablespoons of water.

* Mix the water, the tamarind, the fish sauce and the sugar and bring to a gentle simmer together, until slightly
thickened. Aim to get the sauce to a syrupy consistency and to have a sweet-and-sour taste. Adjust the
seasoning to taste.

» To serve, halve the eggs, arrange on a serving platter or plates and pour the sauce over. Finish with a little
drizzle of fried onion oil and sprinkle with the fried onions, shreds of chilli, and roughly torn coriander.

» Serve immediately and enjoy.
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Steeple Aston sings again

Witney Methodist Church to finally hear its Belated Beethoven Anniversary concert. The concert
was a great success, in spite of a few hitches such as Paul Badley, conductor and tenor soloist,
losing his voice.

Steeple Aston Choral Society would like to thank all its loyal followers who made the trip across to

The key to the concert was its variety and there truly was something for everyone — resounding choruses,
quiet reflective pieces, a funky trumpet arrangement of Fiir Elise, delicate soprano solos, playful chamber
music, rousing piano duets, and all overlaid with Dr. Paul Whittaker’s lyrical and mesmerising signing.

Paul Herrington, who began organising the concert more than three years ago, presided at the organ and
piano throughout and took centre stage in the second-half of the concert in which SACS, Paul Whittaker
and all the instrumentalists came together to perform the world premiere of Paul’s own setting of the
Gloria. This was an appropriately exuberant piece, enjoyed by all, with which to end this uplifting
evening.

Three weeks later, some of those SACS singers, now transformed into Wandering Wassailers, were led
into the beautifully decorated Village Hall by Holly Viner, Village Fiddle Player, and James Marsden and
Sam Martin, Village Mummers (village clowns, traditionally wearing their clothes inside out) to begin the
Wassail Evening. The Junior Handbell Ringers, appearing later, added to the youthful talent of the
evening.

James and Sam performed two seasonal poems, mimed to the Wassail Song, brought gold in We Three
Kings and danced and jingled their (inside out) socks off to Jingle Bell Rock. Holly transformed from
Village Fiddle Player for the carols, to accomplished violin player in her performance of Mary Did You
Know? accompanied by Paul Herrington. The audience held their breath as Holly performed. Paul
accompanied everyone and everything on the piano, or on his keyboard organ.

The readings ranged from the WI’s performance of Cathy Lawday’s delighful Christmas Spirit (a female
view of the festive season, from the bottom of a bottle), Alan Brewer’s dangerous Christmas meal served
in two courses and Jeanette Cotterill’s moving reading of Hardy’s The Oxen.

SACS sang Harold Darke’s In the Bleak Midwinter (even if it was 12 degrees outside) and Phil Livings,
tenor soloist, told us how he had sung the carol as an eight-year-old schoolboy, in the presence of the
composer, then Director of Music at King’s College, Cambridge.

- _ -
i I ] Laf W

Singers and musicians at the Steeple Aston Choral Society concert
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The Village Wassail

Holly Viner, Village Fiddle Player The Junior Handbell Ringers

Paul Herrington’s medley arrangement of seven carols to be sung in 6 minutes 6.08 seconds, with
a brass band (hidden inside Paul’s keyboard). All were invited to join the Choral Society on
Monday evenings.

F I Yhe Village Wassailer audience was the most enthusiastic yet at a Wassail evening and excelled in

The whole programme was accompanied by mulled wine, mince pies and a hefty dose of good cheer,
served up by Roger Mason and Barbara Brewer.

SACS and the VHMC would like to thank Paul Herrington for all his hard work on both occasions and to
Nigel Francis for attending both events and taking photos of us all. Waes-hael!

Wassail singers James Marsden and Sam Martin,
Village Mummers
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JLDA

Design, Planning Applications, Listed
Building Consents & Building Regulations
Applicafions, Construction Drawings

A complete service for all your building

neeads, including New Builds, all vpes of
Extensians, Intemal Alterations as well as
Loft and Garage Conversions

ULDA has done 3 designs for vs. The firsf one
has fransformed our lives. I was o ground
floar extension and volved redesigning oL
kitchen as weall The work was of the highes!
quaity and the level of senvice excalent, We
warg vary much invalved in the procass of
design bt the bureaucralic reguiremeni’s
such as Design, Flanning penmission wane
axpertly handled by JLDA"

L& & 8 ¢

Call now to discuss the
project you have in mind

01849 349825
design@jlda.co.uk
www jlda.co.uk

MATHEW
DAVIES

Experienced Painter
and Decorator
Interior and Exterior

Mobile:
07877 829576

Email:
mathewdavies686@gmail.com

City & Guilds qualified
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Painting
Company

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATION

All forms of interior and exterior painting
and decorating, specialising in murals.

T: 01295 811026
E: pete@noahsarkpainting.co.uk
W: noahsarkpainting.co.uk

Pebsham Cottage, Aynho Road, Adderbury
Oxfordshire, OX17 3NL

Think Chiropractic is just q;:)
for back pain? -

At Active Family Chiropracte, our focus is on
movement & quality of life!

We pay special attention to your spine & pelvis
because this houses
vour spinal cord &
NErVOUS Lystem,
Keeping this part of
your body working
helps keeps the body
Moving, removes
pressure on nerves &
improves flexibility -
keeping yvou healthy,

active & happyl

ACTIVE FAMILY

CHIROPRACTIC

Ashcroft Therapy Centre,

Deddington,
O

OX15 05w GLCC regmisrsd
wwanw activefamilychiropractic.co.uk

01869 722053




The Red Lion
Steeple Aston

01869 340225
www.theredlionsteepleaston.co.uk
Info@theredlionsteepleaston.co.uk

A warm welcome awaits you in our traditional English
Country Pub. Pop into our cosy bar and enjoy a pint of
locally brewed real ale or a glass of wine from our small but
perfectly formed menu. Fancy al-fresco? We ve got two
lovely terraces, perfect for catching up with friends over a few
drinks.

We serve delicious food Tuesday to Saturday, lunchtimes and
evenings. Sunday lunchtime only.

We also serve delicious homemade stone baked pizzas to eat
in or takeaway, collection only.

Bar open everyday 12pm Close

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
for events and special offers

Chris and the team
look forward to seeing you!

Naomi’s
Bit on the Side

At The Red Lion Steeple Aston

NOW OPEN

In the Snug Room at the Pub

Serving Coffee, Tea, Cakes,

Bakes, Sweet Treats
And Milkshakes

Opening hours
Tuesday Saturday
10am 2.30pm

CONNECTING

Laying the foundation for the future of Steeple Aston /

with full fibre broadband

A high-quality, full fibre broadband network enabling
residents and businesses with ultrafast speeds -
all day every day.

We are currently working to future proof connectivity

across Steeple Aston for you and generations to come.

Visit our website to find out when Gigaclear will
be live in your area.

gigaclear.com/mycommunity

Gigaclear’




" GARAGE 40 YEARS
SERVICES CARS ON THE ROAD

READ‘I’ FOR THE JOURNEY AHEAD

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY"

We will only ever give you HONEST ADVICE e MOTS
We will only carry out work with YOUR APPROVAL
We GUARANTEE our work (12 months parts & labour] & SERVICING

SPECIAL OFFER - BOOK & GET JRAALZ

e CLUTCHES
I oo/ o F F USE VOUCHER CODE e EXHAUSTS
0 STEEPLE1016

lfar cannet be uiad in conjunction with any ofbher offer and s velid of sur Hopcrofts Holt branch arly. e S“SPEHSIOH
01869 347 770 | WWW.PTAGARAGES.CO.UK

HOPCROFTS HOLT, STEEPLE ASTON, BICESTER, OXFORDSHIRE OX25 5QQ

*FROM STEEPLE ASTON & SURROUMNDIMG VILLAGES

& Ashcreft

| THERAPY CENTRE
s i - \_ Hudson Street, Deddington OX15 0SW

' www. ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

The range of treatments on offer from practitioners
at Ashcroft Therapy Centre now includes:

© Chiropractic

© Osteopathy

© Sports & Remedial Massage Therapy
© Child & Adolescent Psychotherapy

© Cognitive Behavioural Therapy - CBT

© Clinical Psychology
© Counselling & Coaching Fully Serviced Therapy & Treatment Rooms for Hire

7 beautifully decorated, stylish & relaxing treatment

rooms all set in a warm professional atmosphere at
© Sleep Therapy an affordable price.

© Time Line Therapy Visit our website for more details
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

. . Contact Robert on 01869 254 007 or
for booking information email enquiries@ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

© Audiology, Hearing Aid & Ear Care Specialist

Visit www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk
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[ EWI WI Report

INSPIRING WOMEN

Despite the limitations imposed by Covid, Steeple Aston WI has had a good year. Over the past
six months membership has increased from 26 to 40 and several other people have also
expressed interest in joining us. If you would like to connect with us, please contact me.

Our preparations for Christmas started on 4t
December when 12 members attended a workshop
to make a welcome wreath. Lottie Baxter
demonstrated the method and provided all the
materials necessary and we let our creativity flow.
Everyone left at the end of the morning with a wreath
to be proud of.

The WI made a substantial donation of foodstuffs to Banbury Food Bank. Thank you to all the
members who gave items to this worthy cause.

On 12t December a group of WI members attended the village Wassail Night and performed a
poem | had written for the occasion. Called ‘Christmas Spirit’ it was a light-hearted look at one
woman’s way of surviving Christmas and was enjoyed by the audience.

Our final event of 2021 was a Christmas meal, held at Middle Aston House.
We enjoyed a festive evening of good food, good friends and good
conversation. Members rose to the challenge of wearing original Christmas
headwear with a great variety of entries — from antlers and tiaras to a
robin’s nest. The prize-winner was Linda Needle, in a Chinese style red
paper construction adorned with fairy lights.

| wish all our members a merry Christmas and a happy new year and look forward to seeing you
at our events in 2022.

Cathy Lawday
cathy@lawdaymacandrew.co.uk Telephone 01869 347209




Shaun Guar

TV & WIFI
SERVICES

oy o

="\\g

Market 9am - 12.30pm

SATURDAY 22 JANUARY

With over 50:stalls offering the very best in local produce,
beer, bread, crafts; eggs, fish, flowers, fruit, meat, preserves,
patisserie, ready-made meals including international
cuisines, vegefables;gluten free food
and so much more...

B Aerials - supplied, repaired &
poor reception solved

B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discree
dish installation also foreign TV
B Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to
your TVs / computer

B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned oz e e i
www.deddingtonfarmersmarket.co.uk

or call 01869 337 940

Z= OXFORD AERTAWS
www.oxfordaerials.co.u

Call Bicester

01869 879111

Hear for %e,

Visit S)JB HEARING COMPANY e're Dpl"l
to take care of all your hearing health needs.

VESIT US FOR: Sarah-|ane Brown [s an exp rie

. \ Hearing Ald Audlologist
- State-of-the-Art Hearing Solutions T

- Comprehensive Hearing Assessments ¥ area for the past Sy
* Technology Demonstrations - Earwax Removal - Friendly, Imparti;
- Bespoke Hearing Protection for shooting, motorcyclists & musicians

WE'RE COVID SECURE:

The heallh and well-boing of you and yvour familics are of the ulmost imparlance
and we are implementing strict procedures to ensure the safety and walfare of ail
our clients and employees. Please book appolntments In advance to allow us 1o
sorve you and our cormmunily e Lhe highesl slandzrd of hearing heallboare,

Custare rreouilcled 1o 1T yaur unigue ear
canal, Livio Edge Al are fully rechargeable
and ready to go.

Flexible appointments - We're open 5 days a week, evening times available. Won'l gel langled or pulled sl when
wizanng of remeving lace masks,
To keep your Hearm g Healthy, call us today . mseieasertonearpeopiewhe
" are Wwearing masks.
on 01869 25- J to book your appointment. -

WE OFFER

ASHCROFT THERAPY CENTRE EARWAX

HUDSON STREET - DEDDINGTON - 0X15 05w (R0 Lo A/ 18
LES both ears

55 one ear

L ULE6S 254 019 | & booking@ sbhean ngoompany. couk
Vit our website: www.sjbhearingcompany.co.uk
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Eldon Friends

For all your Social Care requirements

Eldon Friends are an independent service, who specialise in providing support* to
enable you to remain living independently in your own home.

Whether you require transport to your appointments, assistance with your shopping
trips, light housework or just simply companionship, Eldon Friends has the right
package for you.

Contact us today for a no obligation discussion of your individual requirements.
Elaine Kelly: Tel: (01869) 340449
Email: info@eldonfriends.co.uk
Feel free to visit our website at: www.eldonfriends.co.uk
Covering The Astons and surrounding villages.
Qualified in Health and Social Care. Fully Insured.

*

Eldon Friends is a provider of non-requlated services

Iron and Wood Ltd
Stoves for the Future

o B GUARDSMAN

Professional Cleaning Services
The experts in cleaning:
Carpets » Upholstery = Mattresses
Oriental rug cleaning »Stain removal

o i . All our work is fully insured and guaranteed
Visit our showrooms in Banbu 4 - -
_rv__ We are DBS checked & adhere to all current
or Kidlington L V7 N government guidelines
HETAS =8| _
S s Contact Russ Vernon,
T: 01295 253936 Which for your free, no obligation quote:
. J nuwl“m: Email: rvernonsafeclean a gmail.com
E: info@ironandwood.co.uk

Mobile: 07825 918946 NE‘:E

www.ironandwood.co.uk @ -------- o MEMEEN
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( Q)) THE VALENTINE CLUB

Happy new year everyone. Let us hope that 2022 brings with it some joy and normality. This time last
year we witnessed the first vaccine to be introduced to combat Covid and we were in ‘lockdown’. What
this pandemic has taught us all is how important companionship is and the ability to see other people
and have a chat face-to-face. Zoom or Teams is all right, but certainly for my age group it lacks any
connectivity with other members of humanity. Anyhow, enough of reminiscing about the past year or so,
let us look forward to this year and what it will bring members of The Valentine Club.

First, | should report on what a fantastic Christmas dinner we all enjoyed in the village hall on the 14t
December. S & J Cuisine dished up some amazing food followed by cheese and biscuits and
accompanied by a glass of wine or two. We were also able to bring back Bruce Thompson to entertain
us with his unique stage act bringing song, comedy and so many laughs to the 75 members in
attendance. Bruce was first ‘discovered’ on Opportunity Knocks and New Faces before making a
successful career travelling to all parts of the globe entertaining audiences and returning after a five-year
gap. Dare | say, but it looks like we might have ‘found’ a ‘new face’ by the name of Kevin who was such
a great sport in trying to become a one-man-band on stage and brought tears to so many eyes for so
many reasons! What a resounding success made possible by such a wonderful group of retired
teenagers!

This is a perfect time to thank all those who make our club such a success. We have a small but very
supportive committee and three tea ladies who turn up each month to serve cake, sandwiches and
copious amounts of tea and coffee. They are namely Rose, Becky and CJ and not forgetting Barbara
who masterminds all the kitchen activities. We have also been very fortunate in being awarded various
grants from The National Lottery, Cherwell District Council (CDC), Oxfordshire Country Council and Joy
for Living. We have just been notified that £1,000 has been awarded to us by CDC to enable us to get
back into circulation after our enforced break.

Most importantly, the club would not be where it is today without the fantastic support it receives from its
members who raise funds with our monthly raffle, helping wherever they can and, in many cases,
participating in The Cherwell Lottery which in turn supports the club to the tune of over £1,000 per year.
And thank you to all those other wonderful people who have purchased lottery tickets in support of our
club, but are not members. You make such a difference to our ability to secure high quality speakers and
entertainers.

Our first meeting this new year will be in the village hall starting at 2.30pm on Tuesday 18" January
when we welcome back Paul Dumas, who is possibly the most versatile entertainer in Oxfordshire. So
this is the perfect time to give the club a try if you fancy joining a group of slightly ageing teenagers who
will make you very welcome. Believe it or not, the annual membership fee is only £10 a year, but we
always suggest you ‘try before you buy’.

The new programme is out, almost as eagerly anticipated as the next announcement from the Prime
Minister. It includes six coach trips to all parts of the country and a holiday to The Isle of Wight, plus all
the usual speakers and entertainers that make us the envy of all other seniors’ groups in the county.

For more information about how to join The Valentine Club and, by the way, you only have to reach the
grand old age of 60 years young, go to www.steepleaston.org.uk and follow the link or visit our own
website www.valentineclub.wixsite/aston or simply call me on 01869 340512.

Richard Preston — Group organiser
richard.preston5@btopenworid.com

% COMMUNITY
FUND

28



.P?'q

r‘-—
. ﬂ* "‘I' T"‘l'f_'l LAER L ‘r*‘w-; - .,—m, ,‘n'

&r“fl'l‘ﬁ-

The Valentine Club Christmas Dinner

- Wagtailss
Dog Walking Senvices
Email Hannah: hmddawson@hotmail.com

M: 0774 077 1520 H: 01869347724 °
Experienced. Insured.




The Holcombe Studio ® High Street ® Deddington ® OX15 OSL

Telephone: 01869 226522 »

Email: Polkadotsuk@ymail.com

Horse & Groom, Caulcott

Unspoilt 17t century thatched coaching inn, specialising in high quality seasonal
food inspired by the best of French and English cuisine. North Oxfordshire CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2019

Opening hours:
Weds- Sat 12-3 and 6-11pm; Sun 12-3 pm
www.horseandgroomcaulcott.co.uk
Lower Heyford Road, Caulcott, OX25 4ND

01869 343257
horseandgroomcaulcott@gmail.com

Back Pain, Srorts INJury

& HeapacuE CLiNniC
Especially for long term pain
Hector Wells B.Sc.(Hons}., D.0., G.OsC.,
$a:  Registered Osteopath and Associates
Y& = Back and neck pains, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
=2 * Tennis elbow, Knees and Arthritic Hips a speciality

:‘ * Recurrent Headaches, Migraine
: = Whiplash, Neck pain
+ Shoulder pain, Stress pain

To avoid disrobing please wear a Z
i lpose T-shirt and fogpers/leggings

Monday to Saturday & Evenings
BUPA + PPP REGISTERED

54 BLOXHAM ROAD, BANBURY, OXON. OX16 9JR

(i FOOTWORX CLINIC
l_;b( B Jor your feet & leg problems
0. Houtton BSc.(Hons) Pod SRCh.MChS. Stale Fegistorod Podiatris!
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Village Hall News

Saturday 29t January 2022 Annual Quiz Night
Ring Barbara on 01869 340423 to book your team.

Entrance fee £2:50 per person, maximum eight people to a table. Entrance fee at time of
booking please. 7pm for a prompt 7.30pm start. There will be a licensed bar so please do not
bring your own drinks to this event. Only 12 tables will be available, so please book early to avoid
disappointment. In order for the quiz to take place we need a minimum of eight tables or we may
have to cancel.

In line with the latest government announcements, all Village Hall users must now wear
facemasks in all communal areas of the building. | am sure this won’t come as a surprise to
you and we ask for your full cooperation in making our Village Hall as safe as it can be in the
face of the threat from the new Omicron Covid-19 variant.

| would be grateful if you could make everyone in your group aware of the new requirement
and encourage everyone, once again, to remember ‘HANDS, FACE, and SPACE'. Let’s help
keep each other safe into the new year. | sincerely hope we will not have to escalate Covid
measures any further.

The Village Hall Committee wish you all a very happy and safe new year 2022.
Please note our letting agent is Mrs. Katie Rushworth. Telephone 01869 340196.
Email steeple-aston-village-hall@hotmail.com

Collect keys from ‘“Touchstones’, The Dickredge, Steeple Aston OX25 4RS.
Barbara Brewer — Chair

AD&D:zz™

Carol Henson, a local Northamptonshire photographer, was invited by her brother to photograph
his band and it started a passion for standing in a music pit and capturing a moment at gigs and
festivals. We learnt that the most important pieces of equipment were good noise cancelling earplugs
as well as a fast lens and a camera that works well with low light. Lighting can be a real challenge.

Carol now has her own media company (We Bleed Music Media) to gain access to the front row to
enable her to get those special action shots. Some musicians play to the camera whilst others totally
ignore it. It was interesting to learn that most amateur photographers are only allowed to stay for
three songs before having to move away from the stage. It sounded like quite hard work, the bands
and artists always want to see the results and have the editorial decision for circulation, and very
few pay for the images even if they use them for PR later, but it was obviously fun and the results
certainly portrayed that. Look on www.webleedmusicmedia.com for some super images.

Our first meeting in 2022 is at the Adderbury Institute on Wednesday 5" January at 7.30pm. Chris
Floyd will talk about Portrait Photography. Everyone is welcome so, check on the website for further
details or a venue change due to a change in Covid regulations.

Anne Hunsley
www.addphoto.co.uk
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Paul Barber
Windows

&wr&-m& wrm’;[ ]
RE-UPHOLSTERY CURTAINS

FAMILY BUSIMNESS
TRADING SINCE 1978

WORKSHOP WITH SMALL
TEAM OF FULLY QUALIFIED
PROFESSIOMAL CRAFTSMEN

FREE HOME VISITS WITH
DETAILED QUOTATIONS

COMPLIMENTARY
INTERIOR DESIGN

o

SHOWROOM WITH

T: 07836 623407
E: paul@paulbarberwindows.co.uk ireii mm;usu e
WWW.pau|barberWind0WS.C0.Uk 8d Boundary Road Brackley NN13 7ES

www lawrencefurnishings.co.uk # info@lawrencefurnishings.co.uk
OVER 30YEARS
EXPERIENCE FENSA

WINDOWS = SECONDARY GLAZING INTERIDR DESIGN FOR WINDOWS » SUPERIOR SERVICE & PRODUCTS
07966622 053 - Matthew Newman - info@Ifblinds.co.uk

My Hearing Story

Steve Lukather Professional Musician

Widex Moment hearing aids connect seamlessly with TV Play FREE HEARING
£0 users can stream the sound of their TV directly to their ASSESSMENTS

hearing aids with their incredible natural sound quality - so Pewas ol 3 In saakn an appuintrsent
ou can fully immerse yourself in those tv moments.
¥ % e EAR WAX

= Amazing sound and award-winning design. Eﬂﬂ%‘fﬂ!‘ﬂam_mm
» Minimalistic, elegant and award-winning design.
WE ARE

= TV play fits naturally into your home and lifestyle. INDEPENDENT
= Easy to install and control Thi: Iepan) g IR EE R MY o

IERFEC o, G S ARk TR S

RESIDENTIAL DOORS = FOLDING DOORS

Steve Lukather, professional musician, founding member of the Rock Band Toto, As a lifelime musician, he has

endured the perils of loud sounds, INVISIBLE
P HEARING
“My hearing is the most important thing on my body for my caresr, One might on stage, tha ringing never stopped, AlDS

amd | haven't heard sifence since 1986, [ found myself saying what all the fime, Castam made o g

q.imnu-.mr:ll.
There iz no shama in admitting as you gat oider, yow get a lithle weaker. | had tears in my eyes when | had Widex
Momant haaring aids fitfed = I've not freard that frequency for a long time. The guality is incredible. You have an
app on your phaneg, and yow can change the volume = | realised that | could trust these. Get ana!™ 1936

el
€& THEY ARE NOT YOUR DADDY’S OR YOUR GRANDPA'S HEARING AIDS. 99
Arnold Independent BUTTERCROSS HOUSE | THE COACH HOUSE E: hello®arnoldhs.com
HEARIH-E Heari ng Care 14 LANGDALE GATE, 3 WHITE LICM WALE, www, arnaldhearin gs-p-ac[&lis‘ts.corn
Specialists ; WITNEY OX28 4EY. BAMNBURY OX16 SUD. | e ars opan Manday to Fridey 2.00am
boemerly KD Feniing Since 1936 T: 01993 709 955 T: 01295 255 131 b 5. 000 (axcapt on bank helidaye)
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o
The Cricket Report gg

Steeple Aston Cricket Club

We are moving....

Very sadly, Steeple Aston Cricket Club will be moving from our beautiful Barton Abbey ground to take
up a ground share with Great Tew CC. We held an Extraordinary General Meeting in October and agreed
by nine votes to nil with one abstention that the club simply had to move. There are many reasons, but the
main one is that it has become too time-consuming and too expensive to maintain the ground and provide
a pitch that is conducive to great cricket matches.

Two years ago, Barton Abbey CC, who paid for half of the expenses, folded and since then a small group
of us have been responsible for preparing the ground. This takes many hours of work from ‘putting the
pitch to bed’ for the winter, to spring cuts and then endless hours of mowing, seeding, weeding, loaming
and rolling. The costs are extensive, from buying loam, seed, fertiliser and petrol to maintaining the three
mowers. Last season was exacerbated by the fact that according to the Estates Manager at Barton Abbey,
they had their best year for hay in 50 years. Good news for them, but not for us as the grass became too
thick to cut. We then had to pay the Estates Manager £150 just to take the top off the grass, so that we
could even use the gang mower, which also needed maintaining a second time, because it had been used
so much. And all this for three or four home games a season.

Why Great Tew CC...?

First, we have always had a great relationship with the members of the Tew club, many of whose
members actually live in Steeple Aston, and they were delighted when we approached them about sharing
their ground. They have been struggling of late to get a Sunday team out, even though their League
Teams are thriving, so we will most likely play most of our home games on the 15 XI pitch, one of the
best cricket pitches in Oxfordshire. The cost of ground maintenance will now be halved and we won’t
have to do any pitch preparation, as an expert is paid to do that. In addition, there are nets on the site and,
of course, a full bar and food preparation areas. We are hopeful that with such amenities, more of you
may even come and watch us! Great Tew also has a wonderful setting, too.

I can hear some of you say, “Won’t we get lost at Tew and lose our identity?”. We, of course, are only too
aware of this and discussed it at length with Dave Freeman, Chair of GTCC. He has reserved some space
in the Clubhouse for Steeple Aston CC, for our Honours Boards (we now have to make some!) and
photos of previous Lord’s Taverners games, and has assured us that Tew has absolutely no designs on
subsuming our club into theirs. We will retain our identity, that special village feel, those family
affiliations and our cricketing ethos — play hard, but fairly, with a smile on our faces regardless of
whether we win or lose.

2022 Season...

Phil Chesser, our Fixtures Secretary, is already working on our fixtures for 2022, but we hope our first
game at Great Tew CC will occur in early May. We hope very much to see you all there for a cup of tea
and cake, or a burger, or a beer or a gin and tonic. Come on, it will be fun!

All the best.

Peter Higgins
Chairman
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D L HANCOCK LID

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Established 27 years and still independent

WE ARE BICESTER’S ONLY INDEPENDENT
FAMILY OWNED & RUN FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A caring traditional 24 hour service
provided by Mr. Hancock and his team personally

Serving Bicester and all Surrounding Areas

Private Chapel Of Rest

Jaguar Fleet of Funeral Cars

J i B I
Periect Choice
AL Funeral Plans
o A
= =1
all ‘1""};1
Member of
The National Association
of Funeral Directors

Tel: 01869 244200 (24 Hrs)
Chapel House, 13 North Street,

IAN WILLOX

Your local Humanist Celebrant

accredited by Humanists UK

Bicester, OX26 6NA.

JHumanist  of. e
Covemonips THHumanstsik

Thinking of selling

your artwork? Mallagég

Design & Modern Art
Specialist Max Fisher,

is available to give free
confidential valuations
on any piece(s) you are
considering selling at
auction.

Home Visits
o T also available

Enquiries: 01865 241358 or max.fisher@mallams.co.uk www.mallams.co.uk
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Church Matters

I’d like to begin the new year with a huge thank you to all of you who have sent good wishes and kind
thoughts my way over the past few weeks. At the end of October I had a brief, rather nasty cold and a
couple of days later as I drove to Deddington Health Centre on a routine visit I suddenly had severe chest
pains and ended up in hospital.

I’m going to be fine and everything is being dealt with by medication — so no surgery or anything like
that needed — but despite my best efforts to get back to doing what I do, I was signed off all my duties and
told to rest up till the end of the year, when a long-planned sabbatical kicks in. I have some writing, some
travelling, some time here and some time away planned from the start of January until the end of March.
You might see me around occasionally, but I am not available for parish matters till the beginning of
April.

I’m very grateful to our churchwardens Eileen and Graham and to all the visiting clergy who have kept
our services across the benefice going while I have been unwell and who will continue to do so for the
next couple of months. Especially, thanks to Revd Jeremy Auld, our area dean, who has been terrific, and
to Bishop Gavin who has been very kind and thoughtful.

It’s hard to step back when you are used to being the person people rely on. It’s hard to stop when there is
so much to do. When there is so much going on, it’s difficult to let other people down just because you
need to look after yourself.

And — honestly — we all deal with this differently. Many of us are tired anyway after almost two years of
the pandemic. Some of us are exhausted. Some wish that a bit of ‘me time’ were possible, but family and
work and just /ife means it is not. I realise that I am really, really lucky - or perhaps I might prefer fortu-
nate — to have been where [ was when the chest pains happened and to have had such support from work
and people around me, and to have had the possibility of a three-month sabbatical already planned into
my diary. What a gift.

But all of us, at the start of a new year, with everything that is going on, need to appreciate that we matter.
All of us. Enormously. We need to find even just a couple of minutes every day to know that we are pre-
cious, loved, valuable to God and not just because we serve a purpose, but because we are people. Human
beings. Each of us different to the next and each of us as wonderful — and fragile.

I don’t know what your Resolutions are this year, but may I suggest you find a moment to pray each day
and thank God for something or someone — and also remember that you are loved? Loved by friends and
family — loved by God. Sometimes we need to remember we are precious before we treat ourselves well —
and how can we help others if we don’t treat ourselves well?

Of course, I have no crystal ball, so I’ve no idea how long the pandemic will be with us, adding its threat-
ening cloud to all our days. Here’s hoping ‘not long’ is the right answer. But however long, here are some
words of Jesus that last longer:

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light.”

More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com

Revd Marcus Green
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Churchwardens’ Chat

unable to take all the services planned. Now, after serving as our priest and at churches in other

parts of the country for over 25 years, he is taking a sabbatical for three months and will be
away until the end of March. We hope very much that Marcus will soon be returned to full health so that
he can make the most of his sabbatical and achieve the plans he has made, returning to us in full health
and with renewed energy.

Many of you will know that our Rector, Marcus Green was unwell towards the end of 2021 and

As we write, we are looking forward to the traditions of the Christmas services — as you read, we hope
you will have warm memories of the joy of the real meaning of Christmas and of your celebrations.
Perhaps you are remembering the music of the Carol Service, planned to remind us of the Christmas story
and to give time for reflection about the events which followed when ‘Love came down at Christmas’.

Or were you present at the magic of the Christmas Eve Crib service — usually lively and busy as children
bring the models of the people we know came to welcome the baby Jesus in that stable (or possibly cave)
and build the tableau in our Crib? Or what about Christmas morning when, welcomed by the bells, we
sang ‘Christ was born today’ and once again thought about what it has meant for the Light of Christ to
come into the world to guide us in our relationships and how we behave to one another. We hope that you
have spotted our star above the church tower too!

Marcus spent time in early autumn making careful arrangements for colleagues and available clergy to
come to take our services. You can see the schedule on the opposite page with some familiar and some
less familiar names. Do come to join us at services when you can. Everyone is welcome. As Marcus
reminds us — God Loves Everyone! We look forward to seeing you!

Graham Clifton, Eileen Baglin-Jones, Churchwardens

The church in snow. Photo by Angela Smith.
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Church Services

North Aston Steeple Aston Tackley
Sunday 11am
2nd January Holy Communion
Epiphany Book of Common Prayer
Revd Stephen Pix
Sunday 9.30am 11am
9th January Morning Prayer Morning Prayer
Richard Bailey Richard Bailey 5.30pm
Holy Communion
Revd Jeremy Auld
Sunday 10.30am
16t" January United Benefice
Holy Communion
Revd Richard Armitage
Sunday 9.30am 11am
23rd January Holy Communion Holy Communion
Revd Andrea Russell Revd Andrea Russell 5.30pm
Evensong
Revd Stephen Pix
Sunday 9.30am 11am 9.30am
30th January Morning Prayer Morning Prayer Holy
Candlemas Richard Bailey Richard Bailey Communion
Revd Andrew Bunch
Sunday 9.30am 11am

6th February

Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Canon Charles Chadwick

Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Canon Charles Chadwick

5.30pm

Evensong
Revd Jeremy Auld

www.sntchurch.com
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C&S Chimney Services -
Q ‘\/
t * New Chimneys, Rebuilds and 7

. ; }
Repairs Humphris funerals

. .
Stove Installations Family Funeral Directors since 1880

¢ Chimney Lining
e Internal and External Twin

» o < O

Wall Chimney Systems OU_T famlly SCI‘Vlng

* Stove Service and Repair your famlly
* Lead Flashing

* Bird guards & Cowls

w< oD B =~z

Independent family funeral directors
and monumental masons since 1880

Complete traditional, contemporary,
and preplanned funeral service

www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk

Steve 07947701953
Office 01295811083
Email
cschimneys@yahoo.co.uk

01295 265424
32 Albert Street, Banbury,

Oxfordshire OX16 5DG

| [ 2|
I cschimneysoxfordshire.co.uk ﬂ WA

Staples Building creates beautiful living
spaces of ourstanding qualioy
il
E; TA P l E S For an estimare please contact Tim Scaples

DIsGR 345 592
BUILDING = enquitiesi@stapleshbuilding.coul

EST 1984 www.staplesbuilding coulk

il EXTENSIONS A CONVERSIDNS A RENDVATIONS i NEW BUILD

Steeple Aston Online

News, information, pictures, local directory, weather forecast,
noticeboard and much more...

Your village. Your website. Visit today!

www.steepleaston.org.uk
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Local Info

Steeple Aston Village Hall

Hiring Fee  Caution
Hall (meeting night)
Represented Clubs.......c.cvcivieicinnc. £9
Non-Represented Clubs........ccovuvieiniinnn L17

Hall Only (social occasion)
Represented Clubs.........cviriccienciincinn o £32
Other: .. 453

All Facilities (social occasion)
Village Residents .
Represented Clubs.. oo L065.
Others - up to 6 hours. 4110
Others - over 6 hours .....c.cvceecveccriccinnnn £160........ £300

£65.

All Facilities (off peak - 4 hours)
Village Residents .......cccccouueeee
Represented Clubs...............

coeeenn £30 £75
ceveieene 30 £75

Committee Room
Represented Clubs......ovvcicicciciicici £6
Non-Represented Clubs... . f12
Discount for represented clubs — 15% for six block bookings

Letting Agent : Katie Rushworth (340196)
Chairman: Barbara Brewer (340423)
Secretary: Margaret Bulleyment (347346)

A represented club must send a representative to the
Village Hall Committee meetings.

Rubbish bin collection day is Thursday

January 2022* February 2022*
6t green 3 green

13" blue & brown 10" blue & brown
20" green 17t green

27" blue & brown 24t blue & brown

*to be confirmed (as we go to press Cherwell District Council has not published
their bin collection calendar for 2022).

Steeple Aston Sport & Recreation Centre
Letting Charges

Social Function peak times (up to 6 hours) £55
Social Function off-peak times (up to 5 hours) £27.50
Meeting of represented club (per session) £11
Caution money for Private Lettings £100

Letting Agent Katie Rushworth Tel. 01869 340196
E-Mail to rec.trust@googlemail.com

Tel. 01869 347914
Tel. 01869 347173

Chair — Torquil McLusky
Treasurer — Chris Cooper

BUS TIMES

STAGECOACH S4 BUS SERVICE
This timetable is effective from 7 March 202

1.

From Steeple Aston (outside Post Office) to Oxford (arrival time in italics)
Mondays to Fridays (except public holidays)

0624 0702 0746 0920 then hourlyto 1520
0702 0800 0844 1003 1603
Saturdays

0704 0804 0919 thenhourlyto 1819 1932
0746 0846 1002 1902 2010
Sundays and most public holidays

0903 1033 1203 1333 1503 1633 1803
0944 1114 1244 1414 1544 1714 1844

1621 1721 1821 1932 2047 2217
1702 1802 1902 2010 2125 2255

2047 2217
2125 2255

From Steeple Aston (outside Post Office) to Banbury (arrival time in italics)
Mondays to Fridays (except public holidays)

0752 0855 0957 then hourlyto 1457 1600

0835 0935 1035 1535 1638
Saturdays

0759 0857 0957 then hourlyto 1557 1657
0835 0935 1035 1635 1731

Sundays and most public holidays
0917 1037 1207 1337 1507 1637 1807
0953 1113 1243 1413 1543 1713 1843

1700 1800 1900 1955 2107 2222 2352
1738 1838 1929 2024 2135 2250 0020

1757 1855 1955 2107 2222 2352
1831 1924 2024 2135 2250 0020

1937
2005

Times subject to change. Before starting your journey please check the timetables at
www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables E&OE

OURBUS BARTONS

OurBus Bartons has returned to their ‘Pandemic Timetables'. It offers services through Steeple
Aston to and from Chipping Norton (Wednesdays) and to and from Bicester (Fridays).
See http://ourbus.co/bartons/ for details and times
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Steeple Aston Calendar

Check the village website at www.steepleaston.org.uk (Home > Calendar) for any changes.

January 2022
Wednesday 5t
Thursday 6"
Tuesday 11t
Saturday 15t
Tuesday 18t
Saturday 22
Wednesday 26t
Saturday 29t
February 2022
Wednesday 2
Tuesday 15t
Tuesday 15t
Saturday 26t

AD&D. Chris Floyd talks about portrait photography
WI. Coffee

WI. The work of Cruse bereavement volunteers
SAL February 2022 copy and advert deadline
Valentine Club. Paul Dumas — comedy & song
Farmers’ Market

WI. Pub lunch

Annual Quiz Night

AD&D. Will Gray on British Wildlife Adventures (p34)
SAL March 2022 copy and advert deadline
Valentine Club. Jackie Maynard, international singer

Farmers’ Market

Adderbury Institute
Red Lion
Village Hall

Village Hall
Deddington
tbe

Village Hall

Adderbury Institute

Village Hall
Deddington

7.30pm
10.30am

7pm

2.30pm
9am to 12.30pm
12.30pm

7pm for 7.30pm

7.30pm

2.30pm
9am to 12.30pm

Due to coronavirus some clubs and societies might still be meeting online.
Please contact the organisers for the most up to date information. Contact details

can be found on page 2.

Choral Society Rehearsals. Village Hall - 7.45pm - Mondays
Badminton. Village Hall - 10am -12.30pm - Tuesdays
Bell Ringing practice. Church Tower - 7.30pm - Tuesdays

Scouts. Sport & Rec Centre - 7.30pm - Tuesdays

Baby and Toddler Group. Sport & Rec Centre - 9am -11am - Thursdays

Cricket Nets. Robinson’s Close - 6pm - Thursdays
Badminton. Village Hall - 8pm - Thursdays
Village History Centre (SAVA). 10am - 12pm - Saturdays

Unit 2 Glenmore Business Centre, Range Road, Witney, OX29 0AA Tel: 01865 246762

Steeple Aston Life is published by Steeple Aston Life Committee
Printed by: Joshua Horgan Print & Design

e-mail: print@joshuahorgan.co.uk

The views expressed are not necessarily the views of the Editor or the Committee.

Readers are recommended to seek appropriate financial or legal advice before entering
into any binding agreement with advertisers, as appropriate
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Home-made food with The Personal Touch!

Menus to suit all tastes & budgets

Weddings and Family Celebrations

Dinner Parties

Afternoon Tea

Drinks Party Canapes

Balls & Banquet catering

Themed Events - Including - Mexican, Tapas, Bbq’s, Paella & Spit Roasts

Business and Corporate Events and Meetings

Prices starting from £6.50pp
Contact- sandjcuisine@hotmail.co.uk
Call Sally on 07786131667 Or Jasmin on 07801975210

The A‘rt\ﬁ mecbd H}m
2 La_keside quine&s IFm_rm & F’ar_l:, I"l!'\id_d.!e Fl.stnn,_ Bicester UH.-'_!SSPP
Indian Block PrintiﬂgSupp“es QLWUrLSths

B[c}ck Printing 15 3 Fun, creative, interactive craFt that IS suitab]e Fc:r Chi[dren % Mu ts
and wi” pmvic]e you witlw lmurs chra&y entertainment.' B|cn:l< Printiﬂg’ s tlwe FT‘IGC‘EFI’I

ta|<e on potato printing, you can EES[I‘:,.’ hanc[ print your own Fa[)ric!s an& Paperls using

Paint and Indian Printfng Blocks. Pick up 5upp|ies to print with at home Or join us for a

Wﬂrkshop In aur Oxrﬂrcl Lnre Stuc!m[ CraFt U|u|r)s Wl (3 ancl Partles welcame
i. 4 l‘
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WWW. theartycraftyplace co.uk 01869 349020 oo .@
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NICHOQOLSONS
A HIDDEN GEM IN THE
COUNTRYSIDI

herz at Kishalsons, we &im to oFer yvou much mors than woaur Typics

plant nursery expericnoe,

Nichalsons Plants

Expert advice & gwdance | Hodaing & scrooning | Cetourful Rerbaceous

Ormamantal snd edible froit trees | David Aushn roses

Rasara - Outdoor style for your garden

Furniturs seis | Plart=rs | Kadais | lignting

The Yurt - A unigque dining experience
Breakfst | Lunch | Aferroon tea | Infovative manus

Logsilysourced food | &) dictsry roguiremenss welsame
A oy oo Sy

@ Plant Healthy

v nichiolsonsghn com

The Bark, Warts &shos, 1000 GHL 1 88 4aiT-47

‘Improving the lives of
pets and their
owners’

Vets

Family-friendly, caring, local vets

Experts in treating dogs, cats and family pets

Open 7 days a week
Modern premises with excellent facilities

Dedicated Night Nurses

24/7 emergency care provided by our own vets R C

Bicester 01869 323223
f @ , Waddesdon 01296 651000 SE%(E:EHT é[E)

www. hartvets.co.uk
S5hALL AMIMAL HOSPITAIL




