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HARRIS’S STORES &
POST OFFICE

Opening hours:
7.30am - 7.30pm (Mon-Ffri)
8.00am - 7.30pm (Sat)
8.00am - 6.00pm (Sun)

PRODUCTS AVAILABLE

Fresh bread from Nash’s Bakery.
Fresh meat and poultry.
Quality frozen fish and sea-food.
Organic free-range eggs.

Bread rolls and baguettes baked daily on the premises.
Cakes: a taste of home-made.
Off-licence with a wide range of beers,
wines and spirits.

Fresh fruit and vegetables.
Top-up for mobiles, gas and electric.
Fax and photocopying services.
Dry cleaning agent.

National Lottery tickets and much more.

Thank you all for your continued support.
Please let us know of any ideas or suggestions you

may have of ways in which we can extend our services to you.

Tel: 01869 340201
e-mail: raj4878@hotmail.com

PRO]

MAKING I.T. WORK

Home IT Support
Computer Repair
WiFi Solutions
Business IT Support
Training & Tuition
Web Design

01869 352002

hellogoomputer-pro.couk wnw campuler-procouk

The Old Forge Building, North Green, Kirtlington, OXg 3J2

John Dovey

FCCA
Chartered Certified Accountant
& Registered Auditor

- Limited companies, Partnerships &
Sole traders

- Accounts prepared

» Self Assessment Tax Return
completion

- Book-keeping services

- New business start-ups

« Personal & Corporate tax advice

- Company secretarial services

« VAT and payroll

email: jmd@johndovey.co.uk
telephone: 01869 233003 ACCA

mobile: 07801 658328

00000909000

A small vi||uge based team prnviding
Gardening
FOI" A ” SEGSOHS

Weeding - Pruning - Planting

Mulching - Pond maintenance

Fully insured - Freelance gardeners
RHS qudlifications

For more information emait
gfas@cangardenco.uk

00000009000




November 2021: CONTENTS

Click on the item’s page number below to go straight to its page. To
return to Contents, click on the page number at the foot of any page.

NOVEMBER FEATURES PAGE REPORTS FROM CLUBS PAGE
From the Dog House 21 & SOCIETIES
Harvest Festival photos 38 AD&D Photographic Society 34
SACS concert 23 Steeple Aston Golf Society 33
Steeple Aston Football Club 27
REGULAR FEATURES PAGE Valentine Club 31
Arts page 8 WI 26
Church Matters 39
Wordsearch puzzle 12 INFORMATION PAGE
Wordsearch puzzle answers 37 Bus times 43
Editorial 3 Church Services 42
Gardening Spot 11 Rubbish bin collection dates 43
Have you ever been to... 18 Steeple Aston Calendar 44
In the Kitchen 17 Steeple Aston Directory 2
Poetry Corner 19 Steeple Aston Noticeboard 4-5
Steeplejack (PC Meeting Notes) 14-15 Village Hall News 27
Sustainable Steeple 30

Cover photo: Harvest Festival display at St. Peter and St. Paul, taken by Nigel Francis.

Steeple Aston Lifej
COPY ADVERTS
. All adverts, and all advertising queries
Al el s and i fo availability, prices, dimensions, suttability o
the Editors D) P 4]
editorsalife@gmail.com tlustrations, ete.) to Charlotte Bartlett

salife.advertising(@gmail.com

1
COPY DEADLINES 01869 347347

o ADVERTISING DEADLINES
The copy deadline is the 15% of the The deadline for adverts (black & white
previous month. only) is the 15t of the previous month.

The copy deadline for theDecember 2021
issue is therefore 15th Novembet. ADVERTISING RATES
Non-commercial adverts:
1 page (village events only)- £15
READ STEEPLE ASTON LIFE ONLINE Y2 page - £12, Y4 page- £0.
https:/ /www.steepleaston.org.uk /sal-magazine Commercial adverts:

Y2 page- £15, /4 page- £ 8




Age UK

Allotments (Church)

Angling Club

Archive (SAVA)

Badminton (Tuesday mornings)
Badminton (Thursday evenings)
Beekeepers (Swarm collection, advice)
Bell ringers

Hand-bell ringers

Brownies

Catholic Church -
St Teresa's (Charlbury)

Cherwell District Council
Choral Society
Church of England (St Peter & St Paul)

Church Wardens
Methodist Church — Tackley

Councillors - Cherwell District Council

Cricket Club
Crimestoppers
Deddington Guides
Deddington Health Centre

Dr Radcliffe's C of E School
Football Club

Garden Club

Golf Society

Horticultural Society

Parish Council

Police

Post Office & Harris Stores
Pre-school

Public House

Robinson’s Close

Scouts Group

Sports & Recreation Centre
Steeple Aston Walking Group
Toddler Group

Valentine Club

Village Hall (see advertisement)
Village Website

Volunteer Connect -
Community transport scheme

Wi

Steeple Aston Directory

SACAA Clerk

Chairman

Bodicote House
Chair

Rector

Steward

Chairman

Appointments
Repeat Prescriptions
Out of Hours

Head Teacher
Secretary

Chairman

Chairman

Show Secretary
Chairman / Clerk
24hr Call Centre

Red Lion
Letting Agent

Letting Agent

Letting Agent

www.steepleaston.org.uk

Joint Presidents

Richard Preston

Nigel Grugeon
sacaaclerk@btinternet.com

Antony Morley

Martin Lipson

Barbara Brewer

Alison Moran

Paul Honigmann

Graham & Dorothy Clifton
Sally Cooper

Fiona McLoone

Father Tony Joyce

Ann Livings

Rev Marcus Green

Eileen Baglin-Jones, Graham Clifton

Rev Paul Carter
Tim Bailey
Clir Mike Kerford-Byrnes

Clir Bryn Williams
Clir Hugo Brown
Peter Higgins

Marian Trinder

10am - 3pm

Frances Brown

Peter Wild

Richard Preston

Alan Brewer

Vicky Clifton

Richard MacAndrew/ Cathy Fleet
(non emergency)

Raj

Chris Gates

Katie Rushworth

Colin Cassford

Katie Rushworth

Penny, Stuart, Sue and Graham
Charlotte Clarke

Richard & Daphne Preston
Katie Rushworth

Editor: Jenny Bell

Merrill Bayley, Cathy Lawday

340512

tonyriver_83@hotmail.com
347046
340423
347033
340665
347273
347173
340132

01608 642703

01295 227001
233518
340903

340099 , 347273

01865 243216
01869 331516
07805 665393
07836 271998

347493

0800 555111
340806, 07786001641
338611

338847

111

340204

07950 837773
340512

340423

07817 025948
347209, 347000
101

340201

340863

340225

340196

243038

340196
sawgox25@gmail.com
07799 030490
340512

340196

347714

0300 3030125

347802, 347209




“....folly is not always folly.”
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t. The opening stége of the women's cyclé ___jﬁ" %

tour of Britain 2021 was held on-4®
October. It began in Bicester and finished -
~in Banbury after meandering around the
,-north of the county. At around half distance,
70km into the 140km total, the route too
the 100 or so riders up the A4260 toward:
Deddington. After a veritable fleet of wel
‘co-ordinated police outriders passing b
‘and temporarily holding traffic, this phot
'shows them heading past a vocal group o
well-wishers at the top of Sixty Foot.

Editorial

“Spring is brown, summer, green, autumn, yellow; winter, white; November,
grey.” Henry David Thoreau, an American naturalist, essayist, poet and
philosopher, 1817 to 1862.

I have never been a fan of November. It has always seemed like a stopping point
on a journey between more interesting places. But Steeple Aston proves me
wrong with a Fireworks Spectacular on Friday 5™ November (see pages 5 and
13). The event was cancelled last year to comply with COVID guidelines, so
will be even more welcome than usual. Stay safe — in more ways than one.

Equally spectacular will be the Steeple Aston Choral Society ‘Belated
Beethoven Anniversary Concert’ on Sunday 215 November. Originally planned
for 2020 (the 250™ anniversary of the composer’s birth), it is another casualty
of COVID. Too big for St. Peter and St. Paul under current conditions, it will
take place in Witney Methodist Church (see pages 22 and 23).

November is another of those months which does not live up to its name.
‘Novem’ is Latin for nine, which was fine when the Roman calendar had ten
months. However, when two more were added, November became the eleventh
month of the year. It is said to be one of only four months with 30 days, but
pedants will argue that every month except February has 30 days — April, June,
September and November are the only ones with exactly 30 days.

November birthstones are topaz and citrine. Topaz is available in a rainbow of
colours, citrine is more restrained with its hues of yellow and orange. Both are
said to bring fortune and wealth to the wearer.

The November birth flower is the chrysanthemum, conveniently shortened to
‘mum’ for those of us who need a dictionary to check the spelling. I have five
of them in my garden and they are just beginning to flower as I write this in
mid-October, so will add welcome splashes of colour throughout November.
Then, if cut back almost to the ground, will do it all over again the following
year.

So perhaps there are things to be said in favour of November. But as a taurean,
I much prefer the merry month of May.

Robert
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Evelyn Preston
14t April 1925 — 18t September 2021

Janet would like to thank all family and friends for the many cards, kind
words, offers of help and support received at this difficult time.

James and Letisha Munson

Congratulations on the marriage of
James Munson and Letisha Hilton

in the church of St. Peter and St. Paul,
Steeple Aston, on 4t September 2021.

Lots of love from the whole family. xxxx

Ted Atkins 6 February 1936 — 15t October
2021

We, as a family, have been utterly overwhelmed by the
kindness, love and support that we received during Ted's
last weeks with us and since his death. He loved living
in Steeple Aston and being part of the village community.
From the many cards, letters, messages and visits, it has
been so lovely to hear the positive impact that Ted had
on everyone he came into contact with — he will be greatly
missed. Thank you all, so much.

Jeana, Simon and Janine

Anyone wishing to attend his service, at church, on 1st November at 2pom would be most
welcome. In line with current COVID recommendations by the church, proof of a negative LFT
is required and masks must be worn to allow maximum capacity. Ted requested no black
clothing and lots of colour!
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Joan Crooks 28% June 1927 — 315t May 2021

It is with great sadness that we advise the passing of our mum, Joan Crooks, who spent 27 happy
years living in Steeple Aston before moving out of the village following the death of our dad, Geoff, in
2006.

Joan and Geoff moved to Steeple Aston from Heston,
Middlesex, in October 1979, as Geoff's job was relocated
from Beaconsfield to Kidlington. Joan was a Primary School
teacher and later focused on helping children with special
educational needs.

On moving to Steeple Aston, Joan became an enthusiastic
member of the WI and was involved in the village church
including helping out at village fetes, Sunday school and
flower arranging. She also joined the patchwork group and
helped with Meals on Wheels. For a while she became a
supply teacher, working at several local village primary
schools and was even known to take visiting American
tourists on sightseeing trips around Oxfordshire. Joan was
a keen amateur artist and painted several scenes both locally
and further afield in Oxfordshire. A number of these paintings
now hang on our walls at home.

Over the years Joan made many friends throughout the
village with whom she kept in touch. For the past 13 years she lived in a care home in Virginia Water
where she carried on her love of flower arranging and painting.

Joan'’s funeral took place on Thursday 8" July 2021 at Christ Church, Virginia Water, and her ashes
are to be interred at St. Peter & St. Pauls alongside Geoff and near to her friends who have also sadly
passed away.

We are extremely grateful for all the kind messages and cards received from Mum'’s old friends and
neighbours in Steeple Aston and to those who were able to attend her funeral.

Chris Crooks Pam Webb

Annual fireworks evening, Friday 5% November
Gates open with food available from 6:15pm. Bonfire lit from 6:30pm approx. Fireworks lit at 7pm.

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible to enjoy a spectacular evening of fireworks and refreshments
after having to cancel last year’s event. The Recreational Trust and Village Hall committee will present a great display
in a safe environment. Please do not bring fireworks, laser pens or sparklers to this event. Glow pendants will be
available for sale at the gate. Ticket price includes our special homemade soup together with sausage in a roll and
squash for the very young. Simon Thatcher is building the bonfire so if you have any wood you would like burnt please
email annawhybrew35@hotmail.co.uk to arrange a time to get into the field. Please do not dump any wood or
rubbish outside the gate or in the field prior to the event.

All children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult throughout the event. Ticket prices: bought in advance
£14 family, £5 single. On the gate £16 family, £6 single. If you are purchasing tickets on the gate and to avoid a long
queue, please come with the correct money if possible.

Tickets available from Barbara (01869 340423) and Steeple Aston Village Shop from Monday 25™ October.
NB: Ticket sales from the Village shop will close at 3pm on the day.



VICTORIA PRENTIS MP

Meet Victoria:

Victoria holds regular surgeries for constituents
in supermarkets and her office, and visits pubs
across North Oxfordshire as part of her Pub Tour.
Please check the website or call Victoria's office
for more information about upcoming dates.

D @victorlaprentis
@ @vlictorla_prentls

H /victoriaprentis

www.victorlaprentis.com

WORKING HARD FOR NORTH OXFORDSHIRE ALL YEAR ROUND

Constituency:

L 01869 233685

. Orchard House
Hopcraft Lane
Deddington
0X15 0TD

Westminster:

. 0207219 8756

*. House of Commons
London
SW1A DAA

victoria.prentis.mp
@parliamant.uk

COMFORTS

rioving can potentialy be a stressful
tima, that's why wa beliove it is our
joby to make vour move as smoocth

a journey as possible,

Simply give us a call, stick the kettle
on and we'll be raund in a jiffy;

01869 313 600 i

cridlands.co.uk




DR RADCLIFFE’S TRUST ANNUAL AWARDS

TO SUPPORT YOUNG PEOPLE IN EDUCATION OR TRAINING

AWARD FOR 16-18 YEAR-OLDS

This award is for students who:

* are 16-18 years old

« are studying at school, college or in an apprenticeship

* live in Steeple or Middle Aston or attended Dr Radcliffe’s school for 2 years
minimum

Financial awards are offered to students aged 16-18 who are continuing in
education or training and whose total family income is less than £45,000, for
anything that will help you with your course or to complete your studies.
Awards are made at the discretion of the Trustees of Dr Radcliffe’s School Foundation
based on the financial need of the applicant. Household circumstances will be taken into
consideration. Young people can apply any year that they are eligible regardless of whether
they have received an award in the past.

AWARD FOR 18-25 YEAR-OLDS

This award is to support young people who are in education or training who:
* are 18-25 years old

* live in Steeple Aston or Middle Aston (when not at university or college) or
attended Dr Radcliffe’s school for 2 years minimum

Awards are made at the discretion of the Trustees of Dr Radcliffe’s School Foundation based
on the financial need of the applicant. Household circumstances will be taken into
consideration, but there is no restriction as to family income; each case is considered
individually. Young people can apply any year that they are eligible regardless of whether they
have received an award in the past.

Application forms and further information for these awards are available from:

- the Steeple Aston Village website

- Dr Radcliffe’s School

- Mr Nigel Roots, Freeths LLP, 5000 Oxford Business Park South, Oxford OX4 2BH

Applications for the awards must be received by 11" November. Any late applications
will only be considered in exceptional circumstances at the Trustees’ discretion.




The XETS Page

Over the last months, I hope we have provided websites for many of the local and regional arts organisations.
Please let us know of those we’ve missed. We want this page to be as broad as can be. Here are a few
upcoming events that have caught our eye. Please send in your own suggestions for future Arts Pages.

Oxford Playhouse

Some enticing contemporary plays, one in the main theatre and three in the Studio.

— I saw ‘Blue/Orange’ by Joe Penhall, years ago in London. It won the Olivier Award for Best Play in 2001
and I can recommend it highly. A “powerful integration of race, healthcare and prejudice”. 16t to 20®
November.

Three student productions in the Studio by three wonderful writers.

— ‘The God of Carnage’ by Yasmin Reza (who wrote the highly acclaimed ‘Art’). What happens when two
sets of parents meet up to deal with the unruly behaviour of their children? 16™ to 20" November.

— 2rd May 1997° by Jack Thorne (of ‘His Dark Materials’) about the General Election, but also “gender,
marriage, sex, trauma and teenage crushes”. 23 to 27" November.

— ‘The Effect’ by Lucy Prebble (Enron and co-producer on ‘Succession’) — a study of love and science
(terrific, I saw it at the National Theatre), “two young teenagers take part in a drug trial for a new
antidepressant”. 30" November to 4" December. oxfordplayhouse.com

Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock

A small treasure trove! Interesting standing exhibitions about Oxfordshire, lovely grounds and coffee shop,
with two excellent temporary exhibitions.

— I was enchanted by ‘Cabaret Mechanical Marvels’ — “an exhibition for all ages, featuring modern automata
with intricate mechanisms and humorous scenes”. A real gem. It is on until 14 November.
cabaret.co.uk/exhibitions/current/

— ‘Lifting the Veil of Secrecy’ features lan Fleming and James Bond, much interesting background to them
and the world of spies and espionage in general. Quite a lot to read, but well worth the time. Until 24" April
2022. sofo.org.uk/spyoxfordshire/

Banbury Museum

As I’ve said before, this small museum punches above its weight. I haven’t seen it yet, but the ‘Wildlife
Photographer of the Year’ looks terrific. Hot from the National History Museum, it is the most prestigious
photography event of its kind, providing a global platform that showcases the natural world’s most
astonishing and challenging sights for over 50 years. Every year it receives over 49,000 entries from all over
the world, highlighting its enduring appeal. At the end of its international tour, the award-winning images

will have been seen by over a million people.” Until 23" January 2022. www.banburymuseum.org/

Two art events

— Landscape and portrait art courses at Middle Aston House start on 3" November. Bearing in mind my
previous admission of my lack of artistic achievement, I think I should go along. middleastonhouse.com/art
— And a very exciting exhibition at Modern Art Oxford — ‘Anish Kapoor: Painting’. The show explores the
paintings that are an integral part of Kapoor’s studio practice. Until 13" February 2022.
modernartoxford.org.uk

Two local concerts

— Steeple Aston Choral Society at Witney Methodist Church, Sunday 215t November at 6.30 — see advert and
article in this issue.

— A significant concert in Deddington Church at 6.30 on Saturday 4" December. ‘ Advent Carols’ by Choros.
Always a highlight of the year, conducted by Janet Lince, this marvellous choir has been singing in our region
for the last quarter century and this is their swansong.

Do come and give them a heartfelt farewell. www.choros.org

Nick and Heather



DAVID

— ety hairp —

MOBILE HAIRDRESSING IN THE COMFORT
& SAFETY OF YOUR OWN HOME

Friendly, mobile hairdressing service All equipment fully sanitized before
for the Cherwell district. gvery appointment for your protection,
X Fully insured and DBS checked. X{ 30 years hair cutting experience.

call DAVID on 07775 806655 or 01869 346910

david@cutshair.co.uk » www.davidcutshair.com

Steeple Aston Village Hall
N ber 20, 2021
o Pop up
Exhibition

Art & Photography Sale

"'“’%“’;
T
‘i.?-ﬁg:.f “
NIGEL FRANCIS = \
Photography Live music
yme 4%
ABIGAIL BOISOT e o
Paintings, prints & drawings -




North Aston Organics

Veg boxes collected locally
or delivered to your door

For more details, please contact
northastonorganics@gmail.com

JOHN WHITWORTH TREE SURGERY

BODICOTE COTTAGE
16 HIGH STREET
BODICOTE
OXFORDSHIRE
OX15 4BS

Tel/Fax: 01295 268170
- Mobile: 07970 154552

Cake & Conversation — an opportunity to get together to share ideas about how we can take action
to repair our planet. Please join us on Saturday 13t November, 10am at Naomi’s Bit on the Side
(at The Red Lion); help reimagine the future and support this brilliant new village business.

Deddington Craft Market — we will be back at St. Peter & St. Paul’s in Deddington for the monthly
craft fair that takes place alongside the Farmer's Market on Saturday 27t November and 18t
December — the perfect place to pick up unique Christmas gifts for all your family and friends!

www.sustainablesteeple.com
www.facebook.com/SustainableSteeple
amanda@sustainablesteeple.com or 07793 553150
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S
W The gnn{ening 5}1 ot
Is it really that time of year already?

When I used to work as a greengrocer all those years ago, November was the one month I hated. The nights
had just become much longer, or to put it another way, daylight hours were at a premium. It was colder and
usually damp and for us more mature folk, we had fog — lots of fog! It also meant that I had to plan for what
was the busiest week of the calendar year, Christmas! Other than that, I guess it was just another 30 days of
the year when I would get cold and wet and must put on a cheerful smile even though I would much rather
have been in a nice warm office.

The garden is a bit like that. Nothing is really growing, the soil is cold and it is probably getting wet. All you
can do is wait for Christmas and then the warmer months that will hopefully come next spring. However,
you could be clearing away the last of the leaves that have landed on your lawn and place them on the compost
heap. If you haven’t already, dig the vegetable patch over and if possible, find some organic matter to introduce
to the soil as farmyard manure. As long as it has been stored for 12 to 18 months it will enrich your soil and
make better plants for the coming season. If your compost heap has changed into a nice mulch, dig that in as
it will do an equally good job. Both compost and manure do not put that much ‘feed’ into your garden,
although they certainly help, but they will improve the friability of your soil and thus help seeds and plants
to establish a good root system, making better plants.

Prune pear and apple trees between now and next February, but do not prune plums as they are susceptible
to silver leaf fungus. Tidy your strawberry plants by removing dead or dying foliage and remove unwanted
runners. Plant new raspberry canes and remember to build a support system for them as they can grow to six
feet or more with no trouble.

Clean your greenhouse and wash out all your pots and containers. Make sure your tender plants are well
protected from the coming frosts. I usually clear my greenhouse of everything and wash the inside and outside
with a mix of water and Jeyes Fluid. This I hope will reduce the possibility of insects overwintering in my
greenhouse and reduce the chance of infestation come spring. You can re-introduce any plants almost
immediately after washing down.

As for the lawn, clear all the leaves away as and when possible. You may have to cut the grass between now
and next spring, but if you do, set your mower to a higher cutting level to help reduce the chance of moss
moving in. One great tip is to edge your lawn during the dormant season as it gives you a great start next
year when you start to mow again and helps to define the limits of grass versus border plants.

Now, maybe the best advice I can give you for the dark month of November is to take stock of what your
garden was like this year and plan any changes you might like to make for next year. Daphne, my wife and
head gardener, takes a monthly video of our garden so that we can look back and see what worked and what
didn’t — and it takes her out the house for a few minutes at the beginning of each month! It gives you the
chance to see how you might reposition some plants for better effect. Take time to look through the seed
catalogues or online and see what new things you might like to try. Now is the time for reflection on this year
and anticipate what might be in your garden next year.

I will leave you with one last piece of country knowledge. “Why are husbands like lawnmowers? Because
they are difficult to get started, emit foul smells and don’t work half the time!” This of course is not always
true, as my wife will testify!

Happy gardening and let us look forward to Christmas.

Richard Preston
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Wordsearch Puzzle
(submitted by Cathy Lawday)

Can you find 20 words associated with
Bonfire Night? Answers on page 37.

Email Hannah: hmddawson®@ hotmail.com
M: 0774077 1520 H: 01869 347724
Experienced. Insured.

Coming'soon - please phane for details

12



THE STEEPLE ASTON RECREATION TRUST AND VILLAGE HALL

PRESENT A

FIREWORKS SPECTACULAR

FRIDAY 5TH NOVEMBER 2021
ROBINSONS CLOSE

Food from 6.15pm
Bonfire Lit 6.30pm
Fireworks Start at 7.00pm promptly

-

_____

Admission including food and drin

Individual Family
In Advance £5.00 £14.00
On the Day £6.00 £16.00

U16s must be accompanied by a responsible adult
Members of the Public must not bring sparklers, fireworks or laser pens of any description

Advance tickets will be on sale from Monday 25th October from the Village Shop and
Barbara Brewer (01869-340423). Sales will close at 3.00 pm on the 5th November

Proceeds will be shared between the Recreation Trust and the Village Hall

13



Parish Council Meeting Notes

This report covers two meetings. The first, in
September, looked at the latest planning application
for the chicken sheds. The second was the October
meeting of the Parish Council.

The chicken sheds do not meet current standards
and last year the owners put in a planning
application to redevelop them. The application was
withdrawn and the owners have put in a second
proposal. Most of the objections to the current
proposal are related to transport — the roads are not
suitable for the low-loaders and other large lorries
necessary for the construction stage. When the
development is complete it could well provide
space for 200 workers, but only has parking space
for considerably less than half that number. The
extra traffic will be appalling, especially when the
workers and the school children arrive at about the
same time.

There is the safety issue that there is no plan for a
pavement beside the road between the entrance to
the site and the school (which Oxfordshire
Highways had previously said was necessary). The
latest plans propose a path through the site joining
up with the path through The Beeches. But this is
unrealistic as pedestrians are much more likely to
take the shortest route between the school and their
cars. This means they will be walking along the
road which is narrow and dangerous anyway,
without extra traffic and the likely overflow parking
on the road.

Our Councillors have asked the Cherwell Planning
Committee to make a site visit before deciding the
application. It is proposed, by our Councillors, for
the visit to be at school starting or leaving time. But
there is a Catch 22 on timing. If Cherwell does not
do a site visit the application will be considered on
4th November. But if they agree to a site visit the
application will not be considered for at least
another month. The delay does not matter to us
because, at the worst, it would just put off the evil
day. One good thing which could come out of the
development is that there would be a £41,000
contribution to keeping the bus service to the
village running. The logic behind this is that the
developers have argued, probably unjustifiably, that
many of the site workers will come by bus instead
of driving.

14

The October Parish Council meeting was a cheerful
and friendly affair. Someone was there who is
thinking of joining the Parish Council, but the
individual had not completely decided by the time
this had to go to the printers so is not identified
here. The Councillors were asked if a specific skills
set was required for the job and one suggested only
enthusiasm was needed.

A Councillor explained that the ‘Slow Horses’ sign
on the corner of Fenway was in place and that there
is not an equivalent on the main road side of the
stables on Fenway. It seems as if the horses are
walking slowly in one direction only.

The Parish Council discussed cutting back foliage
overhanging pavements and, I think correctly,
seemed more interested in keeping the rural feeling
of the village than protecting the neat hair of
passing pedestrians.

The Councillors know how expensive it is to
employ contractors to clean the Play Area and its
lavatory. They also know they produced a very
off-putting advert saying that anyone interested in
the job had to be self-employed with their own
equipment and insurance. Not surprisingly there
were no takers, so at long last they are being
pragmatic. Now they are offering the job to any
locals without any requirement to be self-employed,
insured or have equipment. The Councillors say
they need enough people to guarantee to do about
an hour a day, every day, with cover for holidays
and illness. They seem pretty desperate to get the
job done so my guess (well-informed on this
occasion at least) is that you can negotiate a
generous pay rate. If you are interested you should
talk to the Chairman, Richard MacAndrew, or any
of the other Councillors.

There have been dogs on the Play Area and this has
worried some mothers even where the dog owners
have done their best to clean up the poo. Previously
the notices requesting dogs be kept off the Play
Area have been ignored or pulled down. So please,
especially around the picnic bench, do not bring
your dog to the Play Area. One Councillor
suggested putting up a sign on the lines of:

NO DOGS EVER
KIDS PLAY HERE




Parish Council Meeting Notes

There were a number of other issues gone through
swiftly. The gate to the MUGA will be repaired
which will only cost half as much as replacing it.
A village lottery as a potential fund raiser will be
researched. The appalling parking around and
inside Grange Park was discussed and the
Councillors remembered they had previously
thought about a windscreen notice asking drivers
to be more considerate and safety conscious and to
avoid parking opposite road junctions. The
noticeboards and the frame around the village map
need revarnishing and the out-of-date notices
removed. We were told that on one noticeboard
there is an advert for football training from seven
years ago.

Apparently Gigaclear are intending to offer fibre
optics to every house in the village and this will
mean some pavements will have to be dug up.
Nearer the time they will hold a meeting to explain
what advantages this will bring, but if you would
like to know more in the meantime you can contact
Gigaclear on 01865 591137 or:
networkbuildcare@gigaclear.com

The Councillors did not know what Gigaclear will
charge and one queried the value of further-
improved broadband when it is the poor mobile
signal that is much more limiting.

The Councillors discussed declaring a climate
emergency and wondered if this would help
concentrate everyone’s mind. We were told
Oxfordshire had ‘acknowledged’ rather than
‘declared” a climate emergency, leaving me
assuming they had no real idea what they should
be doing. Our Councillors agreed they would find
out about and assess what other Parish Councils
are doing and analyse the interesting answers
already received to their request for environmental
ideas.

The Parish Council may decide to press Cherwell
to accept solar panels and double glazing in
conservation areas. As far as this village is
concerned our Councillors will look at the
feasibility of solar panels for the Village Hall and
the Sports & Recreation Centre. Rectory Homes,
the developer working on Southside beyond the
pub, are putting boilers, not heat pumps, into their
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development. Apparently, this is because the
developers have previously had issues with the
adequacy of the electricity supply for heat pumps.
The Councillors agreed that the village should be
concentrating on what made the most
environmental difference, which was thought
likely to be improvements in heating and insulating
homes.

We were told that enforcement of parking rules has
been transferred from the police to the County
Council, though what this will mean in terms of
fines is unclear. Apparently, Oxfordshire is keen
to expand 20mph limits to villages and where this
is done it will apply to the whole village. No one
knew if Steeple Aston is likely to be included. The
damage to the raised pavement on Fenway has
been reported to Fix my Street, without success so
far, despite reminders. Since this is a safety worry,
the Councillors will continue to press to get the
pavement repaired.

There are two huge potential local developments
— rail freight warehouses at Ardley (mentioned in
previous months) and now five massive new
warehouses at Baynards Green. Both of these will
mean more HGVs on local roads (assuming drivers
can be found, of course). Planning approval has
been put in for the warehouses which are expected
to be 23 metres high and will be visible from at
least two kilometres away all round. The
Councillors are hoping Oxfordshire County
Council (OCC) will oppose the warehouses on
highways grounds, but there were concerns that
Cherwell, whose decision it is, would be more
interested in job creation and their tax base than
aesthetics.

The next meeting will be on 15" November in the
Sports & Recreation Centre. Do come.

§ b‘ee//g/'ao,g

This report is the personal view of the SAL
reporter, and is not intended to be a complete
record of the Council meeting. The official record -
once approved - will be available at
www.steepleaston.org.uk
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LiberHouse Garden Buildings

Our Studio Multi. Built for Working from Home

With an internal floor area of 20 sq m

(215 sqg i) our Studio Multi offers a range of
possibilities

This can be a space for a home warkshop

with plenty of room for workbenches and
machines.

Alternatively, with the addition of a WC and

kitchenette area, it could be a homne office or

studio space.

Adding a shower room and a kitchen makes
a possible granny flat or guest room which
can also be used for holiday/Airbnb lets.

All our garden buildings carry a 10 year
guarantee.

High Quality Garden Buildings built
to your specific requirements

Made in Oxfordshire

—
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"Thank you for the excelent senvice Hrough
IFANEI e oiannig anoroval e deliveny and'
e assermiy: Firslrale and'a rice ohange o desl
with & company et resily wndersiands wial e
CLSTNTIEr Wanls and s suonies i,

Haoow b recommend you o fiends and if someons
would e fo come andg fiave a ook ar e fsied
JSodr we wordld be aelgied i show & ol

¥ e e e
Call now to find out more

01869 349825

design@liberhouse.co.uk www.liberhouse.co.uk

NaY-
Kptreecare

All types of tree work
carried out including
stump removal & hedge
cutting.

Contact us today for a free quote
NPTC Qualified & fully insured.

(3 kptreecare.co.uk

& kptreecare@outlook.com
[J 07788 289344

J 01993 891526

Checekatrade com o

Wl era iepaulalion fral.an

For a free and friendly quote contact:
Joe McEneaney

Gas Heating & Service Ltd
Plumbing| Heating| Gas
We specialise in:

® Boiler Breakdown and repair
® Boiler service and Landlord Gas Safety
® Boiler change and upgrade

® Heating alterations and underfloor heating

® Hot water solutions and cylinder installation

All plumbing work undertaken

Mobile: 07808 608 970 532113
Email: ghsoxford@gmail.com

Gas Safe No 532113
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In the Kitchen

Slow Cooked Beef Brisket with Gremolata and Roasted Red Cabbage

November starts the call for a bit of slow cooking. To respond, this month’s recipe offers a hearty,
comforting weekend supper or even a Sunday lunch. So why not try out a delicious oven-to-
table Beef Brisket with a punchy gremolata sauce. Serves four.

Beef Brisket

1 kg rolled beef brisket 1 tsp chilli flakes

1 lemon, zest only 2 cloves of garlic, crushed
6 sprigs of fresh oregano, finely chopped 2 tsp sea salt

3 tbs olive oil 1 red onion, quartered
400ml beef stock 100ml white wine vinegar

750g pumpkin or squash chopped into Scm pieces

Gremolata Sauce

50g fresh flat-leaf parsley 30g fresh chives chopped

1 red chilli, finely chopped 1 clove of garlic, finely chopped
5 tbs olive oil 3 tbs white wine vinegar

sea salt

Method

Preheat the oven to 130°C fan/150°C/gas 2.

Mix together the chilli flakes, lemon zest, garlic, oregano, salt and olive oil, then rub this mixture all
over the brisket and into the centre of the roll.

Add the butternut squash, red onion, chicken stock and white wine vinegar into a roasting tin and
put the beef on top.

Cover tightly with foil, then place in the oven and roast for three hours.

For the gremolata sauce, mix the parsley, chives, chilli and garlic with the olive oil and white wine
vinegar. Season to taste with sea salt.

Serve the brisket with the gremolata alongside.
Roasted Red Cabbage

For a colourful accompanying vegetable, this roasted red cabbage lets you take advantage of the
already hot oven.

1 red cabbage, medium-sized 3 tbsp olive oil
1 tsp cumin seeds black pepper
sea salt

Turn the oven up to 200°C
Cut the cabbage into 3cm wedges

Toss the cabbage with olive oil, cumin seeds, black pepper and some salt, leaving
the cabbage wedges intact.

Roast for about 15 minutes, turning halfway. Keep an eye on them during the final few minutes.
Don’t worry if the cabbage looks brown around the edges!

Serve with beef brisket and gremolata and enjoy.
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Lichfield Cathedral

Lichfield cathedral — the only medieval English cathedral with three spires — has been firmly part of its
Staffordshire town community for over 1,300 years. The remarkable West Front, bristling with carved heads
of bishops, saints, kings, queens and priests rather takes your breath away, as does the serene and calm
beauty and variety of the architecture of the buildings in the close within which the cathedral is set.

Dedicated to St. Mary and St. Chad, whose burial place here became a shrine for pilgrimage after his death
in 672, the cathedral has had some tumultuous periods in its long history. It was even in competition with
Canterbury for a few years when Offa, King of Mercia (yes, he of the Dyke) created the bishopric of Lichfield
in 786. The building was terribly damaged during the Civil War, but restored thanks to Charles II and later
to the Victorians who enlisted George Gilbert Scott. Today, the soaring pillars and arches envelop visitors
as they have for over a thousand years.

That’s an extremely potted history which you can explore in more detail as you read information boards or
spend time looking at various interactive computer screens. The cathedral offers a vibrant programme of
regular services, events and art exhibitions, including light and sound shows, all advertised on the cathedral
website (www.lichfield-cathedral.org).

When you visit, as you absorb the quiet,
spiritual atmosphere, there are unique and
interesting things to see. The ancient library
(you can visit on Wednesdays, but do have to
book) is the home of the Lichfield Gospels.
Strongly reminiscent of books such as the
Lindisfarne Gospels or similar works of
medieval art, there is an exhibition about them
in the beautiful Chapter House. It was there
that I saw my favourite artefact of the day.
Discovered only in 2003, the panel of the
Lichfield Angel has been dated to about 780
by Birmingham scientists and is thought
possibly to have been one panel of the
reliquary holding St. Chad’s remains. The
quality of the carving is remarkable — such
delicate hands, feet and feathery wings. It was
difficult to drag myself away.

You need to dedicate a day to visit Lichfield
Cathedral (the journey took a bit less than two
hours), but it is a beautiful and calming place.
It’s free and welcoming with plenty to interest
a visitor whether you want art, architecture or
history — and I’ve not mentioned the bright
painted glass, made in Belgium in 1530, nor
the current ‘Laboratory’ installation by Peter
Walker. And there are plenty of places nearby
for coffee, tea or lunch! You’d better go and
explore for yourself!

Eileen Baglin-Jones.
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Poetry Corner

Wordly wise

Language development has always been a dynamic process involving new words and phrases being created, as well
as existing words getting lost or damaged. Sometimes the word remains, but the meaning changes. These chameleon
words are masters of evolution.

However, I wonder whether there is a word anywhere, that having once been lost, is ever fully restored to its original.
Perhaps it's time for a repair shop?

[ am a wording engineer

my spanner is a pen

and on my desk there is no vice

(please don't squeeze words it's just not nice)
their meanings do not need a wrench

when they lie shattered on my bench

in sentences both short and sweet

(though wordier than those who tweet)
they're soldered in my den

those soldered words that soldier on

that every now and then

get meanings changed

to something strange

who made it so

I do not know

some that expressed your thoughts so neatly
disappearing quite completely

left us who knows when?

repairs are hard for broken words
no weld can make them whole

a word processor that is me

(I can write electronically)
preferring every single time

to coax the words I choose to rhyme
and query what is in a word

(a question that is not absurd)

this quest will be my goal

Peter Wild

The country's in a mess

I’ve had two jabs and a booster too

It’s safe to go shopping in town

But while I’ve been in isolation

My favourite stores have all closed down.

Is Covid to blame? Or Brexit?
It’s a bit of both, I guess

The government won’t admit it,
But the country’s in a mess.

I could take a break to Greece or Spain,
Lie on a beach without a care

But the tests and documentation

Will cost more than the air fare.

The green parties all tell us
We’re consuming to excess
And if we do not stop it soon
We’re heading for distress.

There’s a chronic shortage of fuel
The pumps are running dry
Petrol stations are limiting

The amount that you can buy.

If you’ve a long drive to a funeral,
Meeting or wedding, well, tough luck.
Your only hope of getting there

Is if you can drive a truck.

There are ships that cannot dock
Because there are no spaces

If they can’t unload their cargoes
Christmas will see disappointed faces.

There’s a shortage now of nurses
And if we lose the NHS.

We really will be up the creek
And in an awful mess.

I called 999 for an ambulance

But the dispatcher said “Sorry,

Our ambulance driver has been called away
To drive a Sainsbury’s lorry!”

Whichever way you look at it,

Or read it in the press

Whether viewed from left or right
The country’s in a mess

I am a neat and tidy person,

I like order, I confess

But current life is teaching me,
To learn to live with mess!

Cathy Lawday
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A Alistair  JaY
I Redhouse

ESTATE AGENTS LETTING AGENTS

ESTATE AGENT 5

“I highly recommend Alistair Redhouse. I've bought and sold my property with these guys whilst also
purchasing and selling with separate agents. They stand head and shoulders abova the compaetition. Thay
are extremely respensive throughout the whole process and know exactly what they are doing, Other
agents valued my property lower than "AR' amd it was sold within a weel.”

- Google Retiew

“As first-time renters in the Kidlington area, we couldn’t be happier with Alistair Redhouse - they are an
all round wonderful agency! Ben (whao was our first port of call when signing the lease) is incredibly
personable and an absolute joy to chat tol And the same can be said for everyone at the agency, including
Adarm and Michelle, who were consistently helpful with any house-related queries.
| would recommend them wholeheartedly!™

= Google Review

A\
)
ﬁ yh\/ﬁ\ www.aredhouse.co.uk 01865364541

BENGAL SPI

Al

Restaurant & Tak ay
Y
New Street (High Street,d’n\ 4260), Deddington
Fully LioegMed & Air-conditioned
o .
Open 7 da sgﬂ‘%eek (including Bank Holidays)

Oﬁ%ﬁ: Mon - Sat: 12pm - 2:30pm & 5:30pm - 11:00pm

ys & Bank Holidays: 12pm - 2:30pm & 5:30pm - 10:00pm

(“) Tel: 01869 337733 /01869 337799
www.bengalspice-restaurant.com
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From the Dog House

the site of the Roman villa at East End makes a very enjoyable outing for you and your

dog. At the time of writing (mid-October) most fields are free of stock with just a short
stretch through cattle, where, of course, all dogs should be on the lead. The route is easily
undulating with one stile and just a couple of places which can be affected by heavy rain in
winter so it may be best avoided at these times. The walk takes approximately one hour
depending on how long you spend at the villa.

The area around Stonesfield and Long Hanborough is excellent for walking and taking in

Location: East End, two miles north of North Leigh, signposted off the A4095. Postcode OX29
6PZ. Park in the lay-by at the northern end of East End. Take the recently-resurfaced bridleway
down the hill, keeping your dog on the lead in case there is farm traffic. You will pass the villa on
your right, but continue straight on along the track, over the railway, and then through a metal
gate directly ahead into a field.

This field is normally free of stock, but check first before you let your dog off the lead. There
might be a few pheasants off to the right. Go straight on and follow the obvious path straight
down, through a gap in the hedge at the bottom, then bear slightly right to the wooden bridge
ahead. Halfway across this field the river is close by on the left, but the bank is a little steep for
some dogs; there is an ideal place for them to swim or paddle by the bridge.

Cross the bridge and then put your dog on the lead before going through the metal kissing gate
on the right. This spot touches the route of the Roman road of Akeman Street which passed
east to west. There may be cattle or sheep in this field. Bear right beside the river (don’t go up
the hill) and over the stile in the corner of the field. Dogs should now be able to go off the lead
again. This section may be a little overgrown, but continue parallel to the river and go through
the wooden gate.

Follow the path ahead, keeping the hedge to your right. When you reach a small wooden gate,
go through and turn left to continue with the hedge now on your left. Keep going past another
gate on the left, and head for the far end of the field. Take the track ahead and after a short
distance cross the bridge over the river.

Turn left and follow the river to the gate, then go
under the bridge. This area can flood after very heavy
rain in winter. After the next gate bear slightly right to
cross the field to a kissing gate in the hedge, where
the mud can also be deep in wet weather. Keep the
hedge on your left until you come to a gap where you
can get through to the site of the Roman villa, where
it is best to keep your dog on the lead. Make sure that
you view the mosaic floor through the window of the
building at the far end. The history of North Leigh
Roman villa can be found on www.english-
heritage.org.uk

To rejoin the bridleway, take the path up the slope from the small building by the hedge. Turn
left to go back to the road.

Snifferdog
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(40, High Street Witney)
includes
n Choral pieces for Organ instrumental solos
Beethoven Piano Pjeces

1'-." plus
“ Gloria -a new work by Paul Herrington

e h PECALGUEST AND SOLOIST

- .

Al WHITTAKER OBE

i@ music in memory of Beethoven.
sts: Agael Kazimierczuk-Soprano;Paul Badley-Tenor;
' ‘Brian'Thomas-Trumpet; Paul Herrington-Organ/Piano
™ Conductor: Paul Badley
"h__-- o e

Tickets (EO)a_‘vmlable from 01869 347346-(Steeple Aston)

St.Andrew's Bookshop,31High Street, Witney - 01993 709429 or at the door
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SACS Concert — Sunday 215t November 2021

teeple Aston Choral Society is very pleased to announce that it will be performing its postponed
Beethoven Anniversary Concert (now Belated Beethoven Anniversary) on 215t November 2021.

The special guest for this concert, originally
planned for November 2020, is Dr. Paul
Whittaker OBE, a profoundly deaf musician who
will be performing on the piano and organ and
also signing other pieces of music in the concert.
Paul has vast experience as a theatre, opera and
concert interpreter working with the BBC Proms,
the Hallé Orchestra, the Edinburgh Festival and
on shows like Les Miserables and West Side Story.

The SACS concert will be a wonderful mixture of
Beethoven’s choral and instrumental music — | o :
Creation’s Hymn, Hallelujah (from The Mount of ' : , 5
Olives) and other works for choir; vocal solos - - /

from professional singers Paul Badley (SACS i l

director) and Angela Kazimierczuk; organ and
trumpet solos and several very familiar pieces by
Beethoven, arranged for maximum ‘I know that’
enjoyment. Dr. Paul Whittaker OBE

As if that’s not enough, the evening ends with the whole ensemble — oboe, violins, viola, cello, trumpet
organ and choir — performing a setting of the Gloria, composed especially for SACS and this occasion by
Paul Herrington (SACS accompanist/composer/arranger) who has been instrumental (pun intended) in
arranging this whole concert.

Unfortunately, the whole ensemble does not fit into Steeple Aston Church under the present conditions,
so SACS is very grateful for being allowed to perform in:
Witney Methodist Church, 40 High Street, Witney at 6.30pm on Sunday 21' November

Bearing in mind that SACS concerts are usually booked with two years’ notice, not two months, and that
there are many other important requirements — like a decent organ — that have to be met, SACS is
incredibly lucky to be able to perform at all, never mind in such a well-equipped, welcoming and
conveniently-placed venue (a walk of a few yards from the main Witney/Waitrose car park, off Witan
Way).

We can offer you an uplifting and memorable evening, so do please join us and, most importantly, bring
any friends who experience hearing difficulties at any level, as this concert is for everyone (the non-
musical parts of the concert will also be signed).

Tickets for the concert are £10.00 (under 16s free) and can be obtained from:

Steeple Aston — Margaret Bulleyment jbulleyment@waitrose.com or 01869 347346

Witney — St. Andrew’s Bookshop, 31 High Street, Witney or 01993 709429

If there is anyone who wishes to attend the concert, but is unable to get to Witney, please contact
Margaret Bulleyment, who will co-ordinate any empty car seats available that evening.

Further information from Margaret Bulleyment, SACS Secretary (see details above)
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JLDA

Design, Planning Applications, Listed
Building Consents & Building Regulations
Applications, Construction Drowings

A complete service for all your building
needs, including New Builds, all fypes of
Extensions, Internal Alterations as well as
Lott and Garage Conversions

DA har done 3 designs for us. The fist one
frgs froesfonned our fves IF wos o ground
Hoor extension and involved redesigaing aur
&ifchen as well The work was of the Highest
quaity andg the fevel of seniice excalent We
weare veny much invaived in e process of
Sesin bul e buradguarolic reguiemeanis
sueh as Desion, Flanning Dermission Wwera
axperty Aonoied by 04"

L. 8.8 & ¢

Call now to discuss the
project you have in mind

01849 349825
design@jlda.co.uk
www. Jida.co.uk

QAHM

Daruring
Campany

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL IDECORATION

All forms of interior and exterior painting

and decorating, specialising in murals,

T:01295 811026
E: petecinoahsarkpainting. co.nk
W noahsarkpainting.co.uk

Pelaham Cortuge, Aynha Rood, Adderbory
Dhsbardshire, 017 INL

MATHEW
DAVIES

Experienced Painter
and Decorator
Interior and Exterior

Mobile:
07877 829576

Email:
mathewdavies686@gmail.com

City & Guilds qualified

Think Chiropractic is just %
for back pain?

At Active Family Chiropractic, our focus is on

\.

moverment & quality of life!

We pay special attention to your spine & pelvis
because this houses . '
your spinal cord &
NEervous system.
Keeping this part of
yvour body working

helps keeps the body
moving, removes
pressure on nerves &
improwves flexibility -
keeping yvou healthy,
active & happyl

ACTIVE FAMILY

——CHIROPRACTIC—

Ashcroft Therapy Centre,
Deddington,

DX15 05w .T GEC reginees
01869 722053 @ . e ek o

whwnw activefamilychiropractic.co.uk




The Red Lion
Steeple Aston

01869 340225
www.theredlionsteepleaston.co.uk
Info@theredlionsteepleaston.co.uk

A warm welcome awaits you in our traditional English
Country Pub. Pop into our cosy bar and enjoy a pint of
locally brewed real ale or a glass of wine from our small but
perfectly formed menu. Fancy al-fresco? We?ve got two
lovely terraces, perfect for catching up with friends over a few
drinks.

We serve delicious food Tuesday to Saturday, lunchtimes and
evenings. Sunday lunchtime only.

We also serve delicious homemade stone baked pizzas to eat
in or takeaway, collection only.

Bar open everyday 12pm Close

Naomi’s
Bit on the Side

At The Red Lion Steeple Aston

NOW OPEN

In the Snug Room at the Pub

Serving Coffee, Tea, Cakes,
Bakes, Sweet Treats
And Milkshakes

Opening hours
Tuesday Saturday
9am 3pm

Follow The Red Lion on Facebook/Instagram for official opening date

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
for events and special offers

Chris and the team
look forward to seeing you!

othe ®
windmill

DEDDINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

Get to know our fabulous facilities

Deddington Studio
|deal for dance and yoga clagses

Clifton Room
Buginesg gpace for succeseful
meetinge or away-days

The Lookout
erfect for outdoor kide parties
Located beside the Adventure Playground
or hire our All Weather Court

t:07720 834006
www.thewindmilldeddington.org
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[ EWI WI Report

On a bright sunny day at the end of September a band of WI members set off on a walk around the folly
field. The weather was fine and we enjoyed clear views over the surrounding countryside. Feeling
righteous after our exercise we repaired to the new coffee shop at the Red Lion, where we were joined
by several more WI members and all enjoyed Naomi’s excellent coffee and cakes. There was a general
consensus that this should happen more often and we plan to meet once a month for coffee and also once
a month for lunch in future.

31 October was the Harvest Festival and Jill Vallis arranged a beautiful basket of fruit and flowers to
represent the WI (see page 38). Many thanks to Jill on behalf of all the WI members.

Our meeting on 12" October started with some brief ice-breaker games to introduce six new members
and visitors to the assembled company. This was followed by the usual business and notices. We then
had a speaker from Blenheim Palace. Lynne Wainwright, who has worked as a guide at the Palace for
five years spoke about the ‘Ladies of Blenheim’, describing the part played by women in the history of
Blenheim. Over the centuries, the various wives curried favour with the royal court, project-managed the
work on the grounds, brought American money into the family to save it from financial ruin, or joined
the ATS, supported the Home Guard and took in schoolboys during WWIL. It was a fascinating talk,
unfortunately beset by technical difficulties. Audio-visual equipment had been borrowed at the speaker’s
request, but her unfamiliarity with it led to problems with the visuals and the lack of a microphone meant
that she was sometimes difficult to hear. Having the doors open for extra ventilation meant that the talk
was in competition with bellringing practice. By our next meeting we will have overcome these difficulties
and look forward to a more smooth-running event.

It was great to see so many new faces and we hope that they have not been put off and will join us again
in the future. If you are interested in coming along, your first visit is free of charge. See the SAL calendar
for details of our next event, or contact me for a programme.

Cathy Lawday, President
Tel: 01869 347209 Email: cathy@lawdayamacandrew.co.uk
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Village Hall News

Welcome back to our re-opened Village Hall after the restrictions were lifted. We look forward to
welcoming back all our user groups, societies and private hirers.

We will leave all Covid measures and notices in place for those as they see fit to use, as we have
a responsibility to everyone who uses the building. Different groups have different needs and so we
are asking groups to think how they would like to function when they return. We will still have hand
sanitisers for those that want to use them; a one-way system for those that want it; groups can
socially distance as they would like and wear/not wear masks. All relevant notices will remain in the
hall. It is the hirer’s responsibility to ensure compliance with any regulations currently in place at the
time of hiring.

Wassail evening, Sunday 12" December

Enjoy a light-hearted evening of mulled wine, soft drinks, mince pies, carols, readings, handbell
ringers and Christmas music. This is an opportunity for everyone, families, young and old to join in
some community singing. Come along and join us as everyone is welcome. Free entry.

Annual Quiz, Saturday 29t January 2022

Please book your teams early to avoid disappointment as we may have to restrict the number of
tables. Further details next month.

Please note our letting agent is Mrs. Katie Rushworth
Tel: 01869 340196 Email: steeple-aston-village-hall@hotmail.com
Collect keys from ‘Touchstones’, The Dickredge, Steeple Aston OX25 4RS.

Barbara Brewer (Chair)

Football Focus

On a gloriously sunny October Saturday, prior to the match against Arncott, the manager of
Steeple Aston, Pete Kerwin (far right) was presented with a brand new kit. Thanks for this go to
our sponsor, The White Hart, Bicester.

Whether it was the kit or the weather, it had an excellent christening as we went on to win the
game 8-0. A very decent-sized crowd turned out to watch. The pitch was in great condition and
thanks go to the Sports & Recreation Committee for looking after it so well.

Peter Wild, Secretary, SAFC.
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Market 9am - 12. 30pm
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Saturday, 27" November
Saturday, 18" December

Owver 50 stalls offering the very best fresh local produce
heer, hread, crafts, eggs, fish, Mowers, fruit, meat,

preservies, patisserie, ready-made meals including
foreign culsines, vegetables and much, much more...

For more information
www.deddingtonfarmersmarket.co.uk
orcall 01869 337 940

Brownies pressing apples last month.
Photo by Catherine Crook

Hear for you.

Visit 5B HEARING COMPANY © We're open
to take care of all your hearing health needs.

VISIT US FOR: Sarai e Brown i an axparienc

Hearing Al Sudaobogiel and e
- State-of-the-Art Hearing Solutions ' Reers wenrisiong i S Masnlsesry 9
- Comprehensive Hearing Assessments area for the past § years

* Technology Demonstrations - Earwax Removal - Friendly, Impartial Advice
+ Bespoke Hearing Protection for shooting. motorcyclists & musicians

WE'RE COVID SECURE:

The nealth and well -Deing of you ard your families are of the WMot IMpor tance
and we are "HF‘I‘H'I"I"'-H‘ strict Ffut’ml’" 1o ensure he safely and welfare of all
our Clients and smployee) Please book appointment s in advanoe to allow ut 1o
serve you and our Communiity (o e fagheit stand ard of heanng healthcare

i B Coery S O Bl 1 O el WP Sl
canal, Livie [dge Al are fully rechargeabls
anad resdy to po
Flexible appointments - We're open 5 days a week, evening times available. Wion' T et Langied o pulled off wihen

RN OF FEITLOWIY fmre mass

To keep your Hearing Healthy, call us today iucciserionew peopie who
on 01869 254 019 to book your appointment. ™™™ "2
WE OFFER
ASHCROFT THERAPY CENTRE EAIIW#)(
HUDSON STREET - DEDDINGTON - 0x15 osw ML =" 18

vy ijbheasringzompany sa uk
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Eldon Friends

For all your Social Care requirements

Eldon Friends are an independent service, who specialise in providing support* to
enable you to remain living independently in your own home.

Whether you require transport to your appointments, assistance with your shopping
trips, light housework or just simply companionship, Eldon Friends has the right
package for you.

Contact us today for a no obligation discussion of your individual requirements.
Elaine Kelly: Tel: (01869) 340449
Email: info@eldonfriends.co.uk
Feel free to visit our website at: www.eldonfriends.co.uk
Covering The Astons and surrounding villages.
Qualified in Health and Social Care. Fully Insured.

*

Eldon Friends is a provider of non-requlated services

Safeclean’

Iron and WOOd I_td o (@ GUARDSMAN
StOVES for the Futu re Professional Cleaning Services

The experts in cleaning:

HrlELumm
m Carpets * Upholstery * Mattresses
iﬂ‘ Oriental rug cleaning *Stain removal

1 Stain protection ¢ Allergy treatment

o . All our work is fully insured and guaranteed.
Visit our showrooms in Banbury We are DBS checked & adhere to all current

government guidelines.

or Kidlington
Contact Russ Vernon,
T: 01295 253936 M for your free, no obligation quote:
E: infol@onandwood.co.uk Email: rvernonsafeclean@gmail.com

Mobile: 07825 918946

www.ironandwood.co.uk Y L 6\'
HETAS =%/

www.safeclean.co.uk
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Sustainable Steeple

A Question of Imagination

On a recent visit to Hay-on-Wye, I bought a book (I know, not a big shock given the location) and that
book was ‘From What Is to What If” by Rob Hopkins, founder of the Transition Town movement.

In the book, Rob explores the importance of imagination to our future and the future of the planet, asking
‘What if things turned out okay?’ — a challenging question in a world where ‘if there is consensus about
anything in the world at this point, it seems to be that the future is going to be awful.’

At the same time as reading the book, I have been hugely inspired by the BBC series ‘Earthshot Prize:
Repairing our Planet’ (if you haven’t seen it already, please do watch it). Through the Earthshot Prize,
Prince William, Sir David Attenborough and the Earthshot team ask us to ‘imagine what might be
possible’ as they challenge us to repair our planet within the decade.

I was also delighted to see the request in last month’s SAL, from the Parish Council, for ideas on what
they might do to help address the ‘climate emergency’ declared by Cherwell District Council and most
other UK councils. At the time of writing, I am still putting together my ideas, but will have sent them by
the time you are reading this and very much hope that Cathy’s inbox has been overwhelmed (sorry Cathy)
as a result of the request.

It’s not enough to be a part of the consensus and bemoan the view that ‘the future is going to be awful’, or
to glue ourselves to motorways in the misguided belief that this will spur governments into action. We
need to accept the challenge to imagine our way out of the current situation and to unite behind a common
goal, to ‘build a better future for all’.

The Earthshot team have identified five key areas of focus, all highly interlinked, action around which they
believe will indeed build a better future and achieve the goal of repairing the planet within the decade:

¢ Protect & Restore Nature — we must stop the wild from shrinking

* Fix our Climate — we must stop the rise in global temperatures

* Clean our Air — we must reduce pollution

* Revive our Oceans — we must enable the oceans to become as rich and productive as they once were

* Build a Waste Free World — we must ensure the waste of one process becomes the raw materials of the
next

Sustainable Steeple is firmly committed to doing whatever we can to achieve these goals and to play our
part in the collective reimagining of the future, through an initial fund of £2500 being made available for
projects that will drive real positive change against one of the Earthshot areas of focus.

We are currently working to finalise the details and plan to launch the fund in the New Year. Details of the
criteria and award process will be published in February’s edition of SAL.

In the meantime, if you share our passion for acting, individually and collectively, to repair our planet,
then please join us at Naomi’s Bit on the Side (at The Red Lion) at 10am on Saturday 13* November
for what will be the launch of our informal ‘Cake and Conversation’ sessions. Simply the chance to get
together, over coffee/tea and cake, to share ideas and imaginings — and support this fantastic new village
business.

amanda@sustainablesteeple.com
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( Q)) THE VALENTINE CLUB

For our meeting this month on the 16" November we welcome ‘Dogs for Good’ who will tell us
more about their charity and all the good things they achieve. You may have seen them at the
annual flower and fun dog show. Doors open at 2pm at the Village Hall and any prospective
new members are more than welcome.

Our meeting in October was well attended and all the members were able to enjoy fish and
chips supplied by Mark Davidson and some wonderful puddings prepared by members. It was a
great chance to have a chat with all the members and find out what they might want as part of
the programme for next year. Numerous destinations were proposed, some a little more
challenging than others, but all worth consideration. There was also the idea that we might put a
short holiday together for members, so watch this space.

On the 11" October the club decided to get

: back out there and take themselves off to

: Poole in Dorset — 47 members joined the
L coach and off we went. The day was sunny
and dry which is something of a bonus for
October and on arrival at Poole we boarded
i The Dorset Queen, a motor launch first
~ 1 commissioned in the 1930s and was part of
; the Dunkirk evacuation during World War
| Two. A lovely passage through Poole
Harbour and along the River Frome to
Wareham where some fantastic fish and
chips were delivered to our boat, steaming
| hot and tasty. Then, after a short break on
& \Wareham harbour-side, we returned to Poole
for our return journey home. A lovely day out
and so good to be able to get back to some
sort of normal.

Our next outing is to Nailcote Hotel in Warwickshire where we will enjoy a three-course meal
and entertainment focused around the 70’s music so time to look out those iconic costumes
from 50 years ago, if they still fit!

Our Christmas dinner will be on the 14t December with doors open at midday and the meal,
provided by S & J Cuisine, at 1pm. As always, we will have our very large raffle and some
entertainment provided by a musician and comedian who has performed all over the world in
clubs and cruise ships.

For more information about how to join The Valentine Club, and by the way, you only have to
reach the grand old age of 60 years young, go to www.steepleaston.org.uk and follow the link,
or visit our own website www.valentineclub.wixsite/aston or simply call me on 01869 340512.

Richard Preston — Group organiser
Richard.preston5@btopenworid.com

& COMMUNITY
FUND
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The Holcombe Studio ® High Street ® Deddington ® OX15 OSL
Telephone: 01869 226522 * Email: Polkadotsuk@ymail.com

Horse & Groom, Caulcott

Unspoilt 17" century thatched coaching inn, specialising in high quality seasonal
food inspired by the best of French and English cuisine. North Oxfordshire CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2019

Opening hours:
Weds- Sat 12-3 and 6-11pm; Sun 12-3 pm
www.horseandgroomcaulcott.co.uk
Lower Heyford Road, Caulcott, OX25 4ND

01869 343257
horseandgroomcaulcott@gmail.com

Back Pain, Srorts INJury

54 BLOXHAM ROAD, BANBURY, OXON. OX16 9JR
& Heapacue CLiNnic
Especially for long term pain
Hector Wells B.Sc.(Hons}., D.0., G.OsC.,
5 Registered Osteopath and Associates
Yk = Back and neck pains, Sciatica, Frozen shoulder,
-:_5: = Tennis elbow, Enees and Arthritic Hips a speciality,

:‘ * Recurrent Headaches, Migraine
- = Whiplash, Neck pain

5 Shoulder pain, Stress pain -.L 2 > n

) oo drbingposs s B9 EOOTWORX CLINIC
Appointments (01295) 265267 1 ['bf A Jor your feet & leg probiems
Monday to Saturday & Evenings (<522, e T 00000 0D O6®
BUPA 4+ PPPF REGISTERED o

0. Houtton BSc (Hons) Pod SRCh.MChS. State Registered Podiatrist
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Steeple Aston Golf Society

=

Our last meeting was the Captain’s Day at Kirtlington, playing for the GPK Cup.

Kirtlington is described as an inland links course, but just because there are too few trees does
not make this a links golf course. Some of the greens perhaps were links — large with switchbacks,
undulations and pins in difficult positions for the amateur golfer.

The meeting was won by Jack Kay with 36 points. The runner-up was Mike Brown with 34 points.
Nearest the pin was Paul Kay and nearest the pin in two was Jack Kay. Our guest prize went to
Richard Watkin with 30 points. There were no Birdie ‘2’s.

Stay safe & play well.

Alan Brewer (chair)

A young golfer decides that he can get in nine holes before having to head home. As he is
about to tee off, an old gentleman asks if he can join him. Although worried this will slow him
down, the younger man agrees. To his surprise, the old man plays quickly. At the 9th fairway, a
large pine tree sits in front of young golfer’s ball. “You know,” says the old man, “when | was
your age, I'd hit the ball right over that tree.” The young man swings hard, hits the ball, watches
it fly into the branches, rattle around and land a foot from where it had started. “Of course,” says
the old man, “when | was your age, that tree was only three feet tall.”

The Oxford Christmas Company

Hi, I am Millie, | am 21 and have taken over The Oxford
Christmas Company.

This year the Christmas shop is no longer at Nicholsons but
I will be running the Oxford Christmas Company from my home
in Oxford offering a new bespoke online only service.

We will be working with the same suppliers ensuring that you
will continue to get top quality A-Grade, British grown
Christmas trees. For those of you who enjoyed choosing your
exact tree at Nicholsons, do not worry, you can still do this as
all trees will be photographed and displayed online.

Not only will | be selling the Christmas trees but beautiful
decorations and lights to make your tree something special. |
am preparing now for Christmas 2021 so lots of lovely festive
gifts and decorations are being continually uploaded on my
website.

If you would like to contact me about anything, please feel free
to email me on info@oxfordchristmascompany.co.uk or
call on: 07950 452711

Please spread the word and | will look forward to hearing from
you as we approach Christmas.
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A D & D Photographic
Society

At our last meeting we were treated to a very
special look at Yorkshire in the 1960s by Paul
Brewerton, ARPS. During lockdown Paul used the
time to look through his archive of negatives. After [
investing in a scanner, he transferred his old film
images into pixels and produced a series of
stunning black-and-white images. It was interesting
to see the landscapes of Yorkshire and the Lake
District and to hear the accompanying stories with
each image. They show a much simpler life with
very little traffic, horses working the land and all the
textures that black-and-white can create. The main
collection was of landscapes, including clean snowy
fields with drifted snow against dry stone walls. Paul
also showed the contents of run-down tithe barns
where old wagons were illuminated by brilliant
shafts of light as well as atmospheric stations with
steam trains. A truly black-and-white delight.

Sunday 19t September saw members celebrating together the 15" anniversary of the
foundation of the society. Miggy Wild organised a ‘Photo Safari’ around a circuit of villages and
venues including a visit to Hinton-in-the-Hedges for the sky diving. Inspiration for image ideas
came from titles such as lines and curves, rural life and transportation. There were some
excellent photo opportunities along the route and especially at the airfield. All the participants
then met at Middle Aston House for a sunny picnic — a perfect end to a great day. Photographs
are on the website.

You can also go to our website to look at the images submitted for our Annual Exhibition at The
Adderbury Institute and Deddington Church if you were unable to visit.

Our next presentation will be on Wednesday 39 November at 7.30pm at the Adderbury Institute
where Robert Harvey, ARPS will talk about photographing Wiltshire. You are most welcome to
join us, visit our website for further details.

Anne Hunsley
www.addphoto.co.uk
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Paul Barber
Windows

me—-w& wrw’j '
RE-UPHOLSTERY CURTAINS

FAMILY BUSINESS
TRADING SINCE 1978

WORKSHOP WITH SMALL
TEAM OF FULLY QUALIFIED
PROFESSIOMNAL CRAFTSMEN

FREE HOME VISITS WITH
DETAILED QUOTATIONS

COMPLIMENTARY
IMTERIOR DESIGN

T: 07836 623407 SHOWROOM WITH
E: paul@paulbarberwindows.co.uk o mmc;ugu 704 437
www.paulbarberwindows.co.uk 8d Bourdary Road Brackley NN13 7€

www lawrencefurnishings.co.uk # info@lawrencefurnishings.co.uk

OVER 30 YEARS
i SLINDS
Registered Company

WINDOWS n SECON DARY GLAZING INTERIOR DESIGN FOR WINDOWS = SUPERIOR SERVICE & PRODULCTS
07966622 053 - Matthew Newman = info@Ifblinds.co.uk

RESIDENTIAL DOORS = FOLDING DOORS

My Hearing Story

Steve Lukather Professional Musician

Widex Moment hearing aids connect seamlessly with TV Play FREE HEARING
£0 users can stream the sound of their TV directly to their ASSESSMENTS

hearing aids with their incredible natural sound quality - so Pewas ol 3 In saakn an appuintrsent
ou can fully immerse yourself in those tv moments.
¥ % e EAR WAX

= Amazing sound and award-winning design. Eﬂﬂ%‘fﬂ!‘ﬂam_mm
» Minimalistic, elegant and award-winning design.
WE ARE

= TV play fits naturally into your home and lifestyle. INDEPENDENT
= Easy to install and control Thi: Iepan) g IR EE R MY o

IERFEC o, G S ARk TR S

Steve Lukather, professional musician, founding member of the Rock Band Toto, As a lifelime musician, he has

endured the perils of loud sounds, INVISIBLE
P HEARING
“My hearing is the most important thing on my body for my caresr, One might on stage, tha ringing never stopped, AlDS

amd | haven't heard sifence since 1986, [ found myself saying what all the fime, Castam made o g

q.imnu-.mr:ll.
There iz no shama in admitting as you gat oider, yow get a lithle weaker. | had tears in my eyes when | had Widex
Momant haaring aids fitfed = I've not freard that frequency for a long time. The guality is incredible. You have an
app on your phaneg, and yow can change the volume = | realised that | could trust these. Get ana!™ 1936

el
€& THEY ARE NOT YOUR DADDY’S OR YOUR GRANDPA'S HEARING AIDS. 99
Arnold Independent BUTTERCROSS HOUSE | THE COACH HOUSE E: hello®arnoldhs.com
HEARIH-E Heari ng Care 14 LANGDALE GATE, 3 WHITE LICM WALE, www, arnaldhearin gs-p-ac[&lis‘ts.corn
Specialists ; WITNEY OX28 4EY. BAMNBURY OX16 SUD. | e ars opan Manday to Fridey 2.00am
boemerly KD Feniing Since 1936 T: 01993 709 955 T: 01295 255 131 b 5. 000 (axcapt on bank helidaye)
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Shaun Guard D L HANCOCK LID

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

I v & WI F I Established 27 years and still independent

WE ARE BICESTER’S ONLY INDEPENDENT

S E Rv I C E S FAMILY OWNED & RUN FUNERAL DIRECTORS
A caring traditional 24 hour service

provided by Mr. Hancock and his team personally

Serving Bicester and all Surrounding Areas

’ Private Chapel Of Rest
B Aerials - supplied, repaired &
poor reception solved l:: aiaiain
B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet—" L Jaguar Fleet of Funeral Cars

dish installation also foreign TV

B Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to
your TVs / computer

B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

Perfect Choice

Funerul Flang

Member of
The National Association
of Funeral Directors

&= OXFORD AERTALS
~www.oxfordaerials.co.u

~Call Bicester

Tel: 01869 244200 (24 Hrs)
Chapel House, 13 North Street,

Bicester, OX26 6NA.

01869 879111

Lake View Bar Terrace
Our Bar and Bar Terrace are open on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday evenings from 5.00pm to 8.00pm-ish and

Sunday afternoons from 12.00 noon to 6.00pm-ish. ll’{.&l{jf,[f_ A‘H/ﬁﬂ, Hﬂkﬂ’ﬁ.
Staying In Touch STAY

Keep connected with us through our Social Media and website

posts by searching @middleastonhouse. P L A Y

Find out about what’s going on, what we can host, and link with us
to share about all the good times you’ve had at MAH! D I N E

Working at Middle Aston House RELAX
We are currently recruiting for full-time and part time Reception
and Housekeeping roles. Please call or email us for details. U N W I N D

SLEEP

Middle Aston House, Middle Aston, OX25 5PT
Tel 01869 340361 | Email enquiries@middleastonhouse.com
Web | www.middleastonhouse.com
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Wordsearch Answers (see page 12)

2 — % e

bangers, bonfire, burn,

dark, display, - : ‘-1' A
explode, te |
fawkes, fifth, fireworks, . A fi
JAN WILLOX
hotdogs, : '
matches, Your local Humanist Ce e brant
November accredited by Humanists UK
pOPy , et 1-:-1..-',..;I_ll.l|..|r|i.;,:-.J.-'llr-l:i.'!.l:lli.lI.Ilf.I:rllil.:llllTl:: vl
R " WEDDINGS | NAMINGS | FUNERALS | MEMORIALS

safety, smoke, sparkler, squib

whizz chizmants, iness Y

Mallams

1788

Thinking of selling
your artwork?

Design & Modern Art Specialist

Max Fisher, is available to give free
confidential valuations on any piece(s)
you are considering selling at auction.

Home visits also available

Enquiries: 01865 241 358
or max.fisher@mallams.co.uk
www.mallams.co.uk
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Church Matters

Thank you for Harvest!

Thanks to everyone who made our Harvest weekend at the start of October such a success. We had the
most amazing array of displays around the church, with village societies from the Allotments to the Book
Club taking part. It was brilliant to see wonderful colour and life and all sorts of aspects of our community
represented and to be able (after all we have been going through) to enjoy everything and say “thank you”
together.

On the Saturday afternoon, teas and cakes were offered — and even if the weather was fairly miserable, still
lots of folk came and wandered round and enjoyed everything there was to see. On Sunday morning, in ad-
dition to singing Harvest hymns and being reminded of the power of taking a moment to be grateful, sever-
al of the community groups represented among the displays brought forward symbols of their groups so we
could share together in a village thanksgiving.

There were too many people involved to mention everyone, but Jane Stewart masterminded the whole thing
and must be thanked for all her work! It was a simply brilliant event! Thank you Jane, thank you everyone!

Remembrance Sunday

Regular readers may recall from last month that we still have a COVID limit on attendance in church of 90
people. This may be a bit of a push on Remembrance Sunday, 14t November. Our plan is to aim for an out-
door service in the churchyard (with singing, prayers and the usual wreath-laying and roll call of names)
before walking up to the village memorial together.

We will do this if the weather is as fine as it usually is on Remembrance Sunday. However, if it’s rainy, we
will be indoors and will do our best to fit everyone in (but sticking around that 90 figure as our limit), keep-
ing the service to around half-an-hour in order to help everyone stay as safe as possible. Please bring a face
mask in case we are inside and try to keep good distancing even in the churchyard — some folk are still vul-
nerable and we do need to look after each other, especially as the autumn begins to head into winter. The
service begins at 10.55am sharp.

Church Charity Quiz — Saturday 20" November

Every November we try to run a quiz that raises money for a charity somewhere. Last month in these pages
Pete Higgins reminded us of his amazing work with Mary’s Meals, so we have decided we want to keep
helping Mary’s Meals!

This year we are doing our quiz by Zoom. You can join in by gathering as a group together, or by playing
as a family — or even just by yourself! The way it works is this:

First: email me at steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk and I will send you a link to my Quiz Just Giving page for
Mary’s Meals.

Second: go to that link and give as much as you like on that page. As much or as little. We’re doing this for
Mary’s Meals and the terrific work they do in helping feed 2,000,000 children across Africa, Asia, Eastern
Europe and Latin America. Your gift goes to their work.

Third: when you have given (and do either just add your name as you give or send me a note to say you’ve
donated!) I will email you the Zoom link so you can join in with your team/family/by yourself ‘live’ on
Saturday 20" November at 7.30pm.

For more news go to our website — www.sntchurch.com. Thanks!

Revd Marcus Green
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" GARAGE 40 YEARS
SERVICES J oieSon mhe roao

READ‘I’ FOR THE JOURNEY AHEAD

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY"

We will only ever give you HONEST ADVICE e MOTS
We will only carry out work with YOUR APPROVAL
We GUARANTEE our work (12 months parts & labour] & SERVICING

SPECIAL OFFER - BOOK & GET JRAALZ
* CLUTCHES

'IO% OFF wevocrcooe | © EXHAUSTS
nmrmuhu-dhwmmwoﬁvﬂwﬂmmﬂwrﬂﬁmg ® SHSPEHSION
01869 347 770 | WWW.PTAGARAGES.CO.UK

HOPCROFTS HOLT, STEEPLE ASTON, BICESTER, OXFORDSHIRE OX25 5QQ

*FROM STEEPLE ASTON & SURROUMDIMNG VILLAGES
S C :

THERAPY CENTRE

Hudson Street, Deddington OX15 oSW
www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk

The range of treatments on offer from practitioners
at Ashcroft Therapy Centre now includes:

©
©
©
©
©
©
©
©
©

Chiropractor

Physiotherapy & Acupuncture
Sports & Remedial Massage Therapy
Podiatry

Chiropody

Child & Adolescence Psychotherapy

Cognitive Behavioural Therapy - CBT
Clinical Psychologist Fully Serviced Therapy & Treatment Rooms for Hire

Counselling 7 beautifully decorated, stylish & relaxing treatment
Hypnotherapy rooms all set in a warm professional atmosphere at
an affordable price.

© ©

Hearing Aid Practitioner &
Ear Care Specialist Visit our website for more details

isi hecroftth K www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk
Visit www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.u Contact Robert on 01869 254 007 or

for booking information email enquiries@ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk
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C&S Chimney Services

h |t e New Chimneys, Rebuilds and >

1]o Repairs Y '

m| v *  Stove Installations R A~

nile e Chimney Lining HU mph rlS ]CUI]Cra |5
€| s * Internal and External Twin Family Funeral Direciors singe 1880

y Wall Chimney Systems

S * Stove Service and Repair

* Lead Flashing Our famlly Seerng
* Bird guards & Cowls }/O ur fam l ly

Independent family funeral directors
and monumental masons since 1880

Complete traditional, contemporary
and preplanned funeral service

Steve 07947701953
Office 01295811083 www.humphrisfunerals.co.uk
Email
cschimneys@yahoo.co.uk 01295265424

32 Albert Street, Banbury, f | ==
‘> ; Oxfordshire OX16 5DG
> P

HETAS ©

I cschimnevs;o_xfordshire.co.uk ﬂ /7. / AT Qe

Steeple Aston Online

News, information, pictures, local directory, weather forecast,
noticeboard and much more...

Your village. Your website. Visit today!

www.steepleaston.org.uk

facebook.com/steepleastonvillage

Staples Building creares beanriful living

spdces of outstanding quality,

|
S T ﬂ P L E S Fnrdllt‘-\.‘lilndlv||J|:'.,|-u'1':m[.i-u'lTil'|'| '-'nl;;|p|r:\

a O01ReS 5 502
BUILDING = enguiricsstaplesbaildingcounk

EST 1984 2 wwwstaplesbuilding couk

A EXTENSIONS f CONVERSIOMNS A REMNDVATIONS f NEW BUILD
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Church Services

North Aston Steeple Aston Tackley
Sunday 9.30am 11am
7th Holy Communion Holy Communion
November | Book of Common Prayer | Book of Common Prayer 5.30pm
Revd Marcus Green Revd Marcus Green Evensong
Revd Marcus Green
Sunday 9.30am 10.55am
14th Remembrance Remembrance 5.30pm
November | Revd Marcus Green Revd Marcus Green Remembrance
Revd Marcus Green
Sunday 9.30am 11am
21st Holy Communion Holy Communion 5.30pm
November | Revd Marcus Green Revd Marcus Green Evensong
Richard Bailey
Sunday 9.30am 11am 9.30am
28th Morning Prayer Morning Prayer and Family Communion
November | Richard Bailey Baptism Revd Marcus Green
Revd Marcus Green
Sunday 9.30am 11am
5th Holy Communion Holy Communion
December | Book of Common Prayer | Book of Common Prayer 5.30pm

Revd Marcus Green

Revd Marcus Green

Evensong for
St Nicholas’ Day

Revd Marcus Green

www.sntchurch.com
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Local Info

Steeple Aston Village Hall

Hiring Fee  Caution
Hall (meeting night)

Represented Clubs.......c.cvcivieicinnc. £9

Non-Represented Clubs........ccovuvieiniinnn L17
Hall Only (social occasion)

Represented Clubs.........cviriccienciincinn o £32

Other: .. 453

All Facilities (social occasion)
Village Residents
Represented Clubs..
Others - up to 6 hours.

£65.
.. £65.
£110.

Others - over 6 hours............ L1600 £300
All Facilities (off peak - 4 hours)

Village Residents ............... v £30 L75

Represented Clubs............... e £30 £75

Committee Room
Represented Clubs......ovvcicicciciicici £6
Non-Represented Clubs... . f12
Discount for represented clubs — 15% for six block bookings

Letting Agent : Katie Rushworth (340196)
Chairman: Barbara Brewer (340423)
Secretary: Margaret Bulleyment (347346)

A represented club must send a representative to the
Village Hall Committee meetings.

Rubbish bin collection day is Thursday

November December
4% blue & brown 2" blue & brown
11t green 9t green
18" blue & brown 16" blue & brown
25" green 23 green

30t blue & brown

Steeple Aston Sports and Recreation Centre
Letting Charges
Social Function peak times (up to 6 hours) £55
Social Function off-peak (up to 5 hours) £27.50
Meeting of represented club: £11 per session

Caution Money for Private Lettings: /100
Letting agent: Katie Rushworth - Tel: 340196
Mail to: rec.trust@googlemail.com
Chairman - Torquil McLusky - Tel: 347914
Treasurer - Chris Cooper - Tel: 347173

BUS TIMES

STAGECOACH S4 BUS SERVICE
This timetable is effective from 7 March 2021.

From Steeple Aston (outside Post Office) to Oxford (arrival time in italics)
Mondays to Fridays (except public holidays)
0624 0702 0746 0920 thenhourlyto 1520 1621 1721 1821 1932 2047 2217

0702 0800 0844 1003
Saturdays

1603 1702 1802 1902 2010 2125 2255

0704 0804 0919 thenhourlyto 1819 1932 2047 2217

0746 0846 1002

1902 2010 2125 2255

Sundays and most public holidays

0903 1033 1203 1333 1503 1633 1803
0944 1114 1244 1414 1544 1714 1844

From Steeple Aston (outside Post Office) to Banbury (arrival time in italics)
Mondays to Fridays (except public holidays)
0752 0855 0957 then hourlyto 1457 1600 1700 1800 1900 1955 2107 2222 2352

0835 0935 1035 1635 1638 1738 1838 1929 2024 2135 2250 0020
Saturdays

0759 0857 0957 then hourlyto 1557 1657 1757 1855 1955 2107 2222 2352
0835 0935 1035 1635 1731 1831 1924 2024 2135 2250 0020

Sundays and most public holidays
0917 1037 1207 1337 1507 1637 1807 1937
0953 1113 1243 1413 1543 1713 1843 2005

Times subject to change. Before starting your journey please check the timetables at
www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables E&OE

OURBUS BARTONS

OurBus Bartons has returned to their ‘Pandemic Timetables'. It offers services through Steeple

Aston to and from Chipping Norton (Wednesdays) and to and from Bicester (Fridays).
See http://ourbus.co/bartons/ for details and times
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Check the village website at www.steepleaston.org.uk (Home > Calendar) for any changes.

November
Wednesday 3rd
Tuesday 9th
Saturday 13th
Monday 15th
Monday 15th
Tuesday 16th
Wednesday 17th
Sunday 21st
Saturday 27th
December
Saturday 4th
Sunday 12th
Wednesday 15th
Tuesday 14th
Tuesday 14th

Saturday 18th

Steeple Aston Calendar

AD&D Photo Society. Robert Harvey ARPS (p34)
WI. “l went to a Wedding in Delhi.”

Sustainable Steeple meeting (p30)

Parish Council Meeting

SAL December copy and advert deadline

The Valentine Club. ‘Dogs for Good’ (p31)

The Valentine Club. Meal and entertainment (p31)
Steeple Aston Choral Society (p10)

Farmers’ Market (p28)

WI. Workshop to make a Christmas welcome wreath
Wassail Evening (p27)

SAL December copy and advert deadline

The Valentine Club. Christmas Dinner (p31)

WI. Christmas meal.

Farmers’ Market (p28)

Adderbury Institute
Village Hall
Red Lion

Village Hall

Village Hall
Nailcote Hotel, Warks.
Witney Methodist Church

Deddington

Village Hall

Village Hall

Village Hall
Middle Aston House

Deddington

7.30pm
7.30pm
10am

7.30pm

2pm

6pm

9am to 12.30pm

10am to 12 noon

12 noon

7pm

9am to 12.30pm

Due to coronavirus some clubs and societies might still be meeting online.
Please contact the organisers for the most up to date information. Contact details
can be found on page 2.

Choral Society Rehearsals. Village Hall - 7.45pm - Mondays

Badminton. Village Hall - 10am -12.30pm - Tuesdays

Bell Ringing practice. Church Tower - 7.30pm - Tuesdays

Scouts. Sport & Rec Centre - 7.30pm - Tuesdays

Baby and Toddler Group. Sport & Rec Centre - 9am -11am - Thursdays

Cricket Nets. Robinson’s Close - 6pm - Thursdays

Badminton. Village Hall - 8pm - Thursdays
Village History Centre (SAVA). 10am - 12pm - Saturdays

Steeple Aston Life is published by Steeple Aston Life Committee

Printed by: Joshua Horgan Print & Design

Unit 2 Glenmore Business Centre, Range Road, Witney, OX29 0AA Tel: 01865 246762
e-mail: print@joshuahorgan.co.uk

The views expressed are not necessarily the views of the Editor or the Committee.
Readers are recommended to seek appropriate financial or legal advice before entering
into any binding agreement with advertisers, as appropriate
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Home-made food with The Personal

Touch!

We are continuing to deliver our Delicious -
Home-Made Meal Package to Steeple Aston (:'(f.f‘!ﬂ(’
every Wednesday afternoon- £15.00 per Pack

3 Main Courses and 3 Desserts

Menus to suit all tastes & budgets

Weddings and Family Celebrations

Drinks Party Canapes, Afternoon Tea, Dinner Parties

Themed Events - Including - Mexican, Tapas, Bbq's, Paella & Spit Roasts
Business and Covporate Fvents and Meetings

Prices starting from £6.50pp

Contact- sandjcuisine@holmail.co.uk
Call Sally on 07786131667 Or Jasmin on 07801975210

‘W\@ M\fr Cm&% ]P?M

2 Lakeside Business Farm & Park, Middle Aston, Bicester OX255PP

]nclian B|ac|« Printing Supphes gl OnIine WurLshops

= e

Are you in need t:n{j s0me |1]C|<E|-L‘JWH entertainmentg We can I’IE]P, B]OC]( Printing is a Fun,
creative, interactive crm[lt that is suftaHe 1[::)r Chi]c]ren 8 Ac[u|ts anc[ wi“ prc}vide you wit|1
lmura r:rF Dralft:.,r entertainment.l B[GDI{ Printing i3 the modern talfe on potato printing, you

can easily hancl print your own Fal}ricls ana Paper13 using Paint and |nc||'an Printfng B|Uel<3.

YDU can JD[H s \CEIF afl :}n[ine WDI’LCSI’IUP me yaur J'Il:er'IE HH[J ]Eﬂl’ﬂ d NEW EFE\Ctl




NICHOLSONS

i I = 1
Tlastr Feovelive Lacdicanes

A HIDDEN GEM IN THE
COUNTRYSIDE

Here at Nicholsons, we aim to offer you much more than your typical
plant nursery experience.

Nicholsons Plants

Expert advice & guidance | Hedging & screening | Colourful herbaceous
Ornamental and edible fruit trees | David Austin roses

Rosara - Outdoor style for your garden

Furniture sets | Planters | Kadais | Lighting

The Yurt - A unique dining experience
Breakfast | Lunch | Afternoon tea | Innovative menus

Locally sourced food| All dietary requirements welcome
Monday to Saturday

Walk-ins are welcome at the Yurt but to secure a table and time, please book
via our website.

Afternoon teas must be pre-booked 48hrs in advance, which can be done
by emailing theyurt@nicholsonsgb.com.

www.nhicholsonsgb.com

The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL | 01869 340342

‘Improving the lives
H a rt of ;:r)ex:sngnd th:;'r
VetS owners’

Friendly, caring, local independent vets
Experts in treating dogs, cats and family pets
Open 7 days a week

Modern premises with excellent facilities

Dedicated night nurses

24/7 emergency care provided by our own vets

Bicester 869 323223 RC

Waddesdon 01296 651000  ACCREDITED

[G) PRACTICE

W‘l."l-"W.hE rtw’ets_co_uk SMALL AMIMAL HOSPITAL




